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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, August 7, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey

Norman McCall

Glynn Carver

Perry Gisclair g
Joseph Cormier

Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Chairman Babin called for a motion for approval of the July 8,
1997 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by
Commissioner Carver and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. The
motion passed with no opposition.

A Declaration of Emergency on Non-Resident Fishing License
Fees was presented by Mr. Don Puckett. The emergency request was
to maintain status quo on the current non-resident basic and
saltwater fishing licenses so the Department can have time to order
new licenses mandated by the legislature. Chairman Babin asked if
everyone was aware of what was going on? Then he stated the
legislature changed the license fees, but some of the o0ld licenses
would have to be continued until the new licenses are printed.
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Declaration of
Emergency. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of
Emergency is made a part of the
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and under the authority of R.S. 56:6(28), the WwWildlife and
Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may
purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing
licenses:



(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for
a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid for three
consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and
saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature,
effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresident licenses
available to the public for a period of two to three months will be
the nonresident basic fishing license with a fee of $31, and the
nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee of $36. This Act
repealed the seven-day nonresident basic fishing license and the
seven-day nonresident saltwater fishing license; it also deleted
the two-day combination basit and saltwater fishing licenses. This
Act created a three-day saltwater fishing license with a fee of
$20, and increased the established three-day nonresident basic
fishing license from $10 to $20. It will take two to three months
to have these licenses printed and distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to print and distribute these new
three-day nonresident licenses, there is a need to have available
nonresident trip fishing licenses. Failure to have such licenses
available will serve as a severe inconvenience to the fishing
public and will have dire economic impacts on the state from the
loss of revenue associated with nonresident recreational fishing
activity.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency for Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes was presented
by Mr. Hugh Bateman. He stated the proposed action would allow for
either sex deer hunting in House District 20. The rule for the
hunting regulations adopted at the July's Commission Meeting listed
closure for these areas because of pending legislation. After the
July meeting, the Governor vetoed the. legislation. Mr. Bateman
requested the Declaration of Emergency be approved to change it
back to what the staff originally recommended in March. Mr.
Bateman stated the staff was very pleased the Governor took the
action. Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Bateman to address an issue
on the opening of squirrel and rabbit season along with
muzzleloader in Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin felt this was not
the appropriate time to bring this item up since it was a separate
issue. Commissioner Cormier asked if the Commission could vote on
each item separately? Mr. Don Puckett suggested Commissioner
Cormier's item be taken up after discussing the either sex hunting.
Then Mr. Puckett stated, since this was not a specific item on the
agenda, a two-thirds vote would be needed to discuss and take
action. Commissioner Gattle made a motion to accept the Resolution
and Declaration of Emergency on either sex hunting as presented by
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Mr. Bateman. Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
ILOUISTANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997. ’

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting
passed regulations that would have closed either sex
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to
properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula,
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule: ‘

Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type Season Dates
Allowed
(Archery, Muzzle
loader, Modern
Firearm)

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types | Area l1-Nov. 22-
23, 28-30

Area 2-0Oct. 25-
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula |That portion of All Weapon types | Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30

District 20
designated as
Precincts 1-1,
1-2,2-1,2-2,3-
4-1,4-2,5-
6

1,3-2,
1,5-2,6-1, and
8-1

Concordia | That portion of All Weapon types | Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30, Dec. 6-7,
District 20 _ 13-14
designated as
Precincts 5-3
and 5-4

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
v 30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting
of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons
was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response
to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by

4



Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management
to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset
on February 2, 1998. :

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Commissioner Cormier ‘asked if he could be recognized to
present a Declaration of Emergency on the Muzzleloader Season,
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin asked if anyone objected to
deviating from the agenda? Hearing no objection, Commissioner
Cormier asked the Commission to change a hunting date that was
ratified at July's Commission Meeting. He felt there was a danger
to the public in opening the squirrel and rabbit seasons on the
same date as the muzzleloader season. Secretary Jenkins stated the
proper thing before discussing any further was to wave the rules
and put it on the agenda with a two-thirds vote and then it could
be discussed. Chairman Babin apologized stating he was uncertain
of what to do since this was the first time this situation has
occurred. Mr. Puckett explained a motion and second was needed to
take the item up; then if approved, the Commission can discuss it
and act on it. Comnissioner Cormier made a motion to deviate from
the agenda to take up a new item. Commissioner Hanchey seconded
the motion and it passed with no opposition. Commissioner Cormier
stated the muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 and squirrel and
rabbit seasons would open on the same date. He then asked the
Commission to consider voting for a Resolution that would push the
opening date of the muzzleloader season back two days.
Commissioner Gisclair asked Col. Vidrine when was the resolution
put together and why did he not give a copy to the Commissioners at
the Hunting Regulations Committee Meeting? Col. Vidrine stated he
met with Mr. Johnnie Tarver the day before and Mr. Tarver's staff
prepared the Resolution. After the Committee Meeting, Col. Vidrine
made copies of the Resolution and gave them to Commissioner
Hanchey. Commissioner Hanchey stated this was a very important
issue. Col. Vidrine stated Areas 3 and 7 are heavily hunted areas
and felt there may be a safety problem. Commissioner Gisclair
stated he agreed with Commissioner Hanchey that it was a very
important issue, but also noted nothing was said about a Resolution
being prepared. Commissioner Gattle asked if muzzleloader season
would go from Monday to Monday? Commissioner Hanchey stated the
muzzleloader season should remain closed the first 2 days of
squirrel season and then open on Monday. Commissioner Gattle asked
if muzzleloader season was a one week season?



Chairman Babin asked Mr. Bateman to clarify the season dates.
But before doing that, Chairman Babin recognized Governor Foster
and thanked him for attending the meeting. Mr. Bateman stated, if
action was taken, it would create a five day muzzleloader season
and it would not include the weekend. Commissioner Gattle stated
the season would be a five day season instead of seven days.
Chairman Babin stated, if action was taken, it would create a 5 day
muzzleloader season. Mr. Bateman stated the season would occur on
private lands only and not involves any public lands. Commissioner
Hanchey emphasized this action would involve only Areas 3 and 7.
Chairman Babin asked for any public comments and none were heard.
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to change Areas 3 and 7
muzzleloader season and it was seconded by Commissioner Cormier.
The. motion passed with opposition from Commissioner Carver.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes
that opening weekend of the squirrel and rabbit season
typically results in one of the largest turnouts of
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that
opening a gun season for deer simultaneously with the
opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result in
a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at the July Commission meeting established
season dates that opened the statewide squirrel and
rabbit seasons and the muzzleloader seasons in Areas 3
and 7 simultaneously, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has
always stressed the importance of safety and believes
that it is in the best interest of all hunters to avoid
the potential conflict that opening these seasons
together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached season dates for
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muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 by Declaration of
Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

Muzzleloader Season for Areas 3 and 7

The muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to
read as follows:

Area 3 - October 6 - October 10
December 13 - December 19

Area 7 - October 6 - October 10
January 19 - January 25

A Declaration of Emergency 1is necessary to close the
muzzleloader season in these two areas to avoid conflict with the
opening day of the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The
Commission believes that allowing the muzzleloader season and the
statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons to open simultaneously could
result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on the
opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 Hunting Seasons
were formally adopted at the July Commission Meeting and the
hunting pamphlet is currently being printed. As a result, there is
insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal
Administrative Procedure Act procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on
October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998.



Daniel Babin
Chairman

The Declaration of Emergency to S8et 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal was
handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. The action would ratify the seasons
presented at the previous Commission Meeting. One change that has
occurred since then was moving the third split for the dove season
to December 13 through January 11. Chairman Babin asked Mr. Olinde
to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution.
Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the Resolution and it
was seconded by. Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no
opposition.

*  (The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

e ouisi i i is ies
issi its ular Commissi i i

August 7, 1997,

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early
migratory bird season regulations that include dove,
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for migratory species that
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for these migratory species within constraints
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by
Declaration of Emergency, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections
for early migratory bird seasons.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
wWildlife and.Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997-
98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days

September 6 - September 14

October 18 - November 17

December 13 - January 11

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24
TEAL:

September 20 - September 28 )

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green-
winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps
required.

RAILS: Split Season

September 20 -~ September 28

November 8 - January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag 1limit 15 in the aggregate,
Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the
aggregate. ’

GALLINULES: Split season
September 20 - September 28
November 8 - January 7
Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

SNIPE: November 8 - February 22
Daily bag limit 8, Possession linit 16



WOODCOCK: December 18 - January 31
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS:

Teal, Rail, Gallinule, Snipe and Woodcogk: One-half hour
before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to
sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits,
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through
sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency to Set Pheasant Hunting Season Dates
was also handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. These dates were presented
along with the Notice of Intent at the March meeting, but were left
out when the hunting season dates were ratified, stated Mr. Olinde.
The recommended season dates for pheasant would be November 27
through January 31 with a bag 1limit of two males only and
possession limit of four males. Commissioner Cormier made a motion
to accept the Resolution. Commissioner Gattle seconded the motion
and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

" WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
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taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
or gquadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of these natural resources and allow for
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATICON OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Date Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours
Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only %¥ hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to %

hour after sunset

ea iptio
Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique
Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River,
east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA
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108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting
of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in
November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the
requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset
on February 1, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Robert Helm presented the next item, Announce Tentative
1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for Ducks, Coots & Geese. A video
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on duck production was
shown at this point in the meeting. Mr. Helm stated the fall
flight index has been revised downward to 92 million birds from 94
million as stated in the video. The video did not go into geese
production, but Mr. Helm stated the snow geese are doing too well
with a good production year; white fronted geese production was
expected to be down a bit; and specklebellies will be plentiful in
Louisiana again this year. Mr. Helm met with the Mississippi
Flyway Council to develop hunting season recommendations to present
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Service has accepted
the Council's recommendations which consists of a 60 day duck
season with a 6 bird daily bag limit. The daily bag limit will
have several changes which include going from 1 pintail to 3
pintails, and from 1 mallard hen to 2 mallard hens. Mr. Helm felt
these were the “good times” with this being one of the most liberal
seasons since the 1957-58 season. The dates for the west zone
would be November 8 through November 30 and reopen on December 13
through January 18. January 18 is the latest date the season can
go as far as Federal regulations go, stated Mr. Helm. The east
zone and Catahoula Lake opening dates would be November 15 through
December 14 and reopen on December 20 and go through January 18.
A Youth Waterfowl Day would be held on January 24. Chairman Babin
asked Mr. Helm to explain why January 18 was the latest date for
the duck season and who makes these regulations. Mr. Helm
explained the Federal Government provides guidelines for the states
to follow and this year's framework was to open the season no
earlier than October 1 and close it no later than the Saturday
closest to January 20. A recommendation was made to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to extend the framework to January 31, but it
was not accepted by the Service. Chairman Babin stated if the duck
populations continue as they have, the January 31 deadline could be
something that could be requested every year. Going on with the
regulations, Mr. Helm stated the daily limits would be six birds
and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which
may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3
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pintail, 1 canvasback and 2 redheads. Mergansers bag limit is 5.
Geese will have a statewide season with season dates of November 8
through February 22 for snows and a daily bag limit of 10. White
front or specklebellies season would run from November 8 through
November 30 and reopen on December 13 through January 28 and have
a daily bag limit of two. A special Canada Goose Season would be
held from January 20 through January 28. Chairman Babin opened the
meeting for public comments. '

An unidentified speaker asked what reason did the Federal
Government give for not extending the season or for not going along
with the recommendations? Mr. Helm stated the Federal Government
was concerned with the unknown factors of what would happen if the
season was extended. Then the speaker asked what percent of the
ducks do hunters harvest? * Mr. Helm answered 10 to 12 percent.
Chairman Babin hoped to see the extension in the near future as
long as duck populations continued to increase. Mr. Helm
appreciated seeing the number of people attending the meeting even
if they may have other concerns.

Mr. Richard Sterlings, Grand Chenier, asked why southwest
Louisiana had different dates from the other zones since the
biggest problem affecting ducks was gun pressure. He asked to
consider opening the west zone around the same time as the northern
areas open. Mr. Helm stated the marshes provide the early habitat
in early November when the agricultural fields and backwater
flooding is not apparent. He then stated there was not much
habitat for the ducks to go to north of Eunice in early November.

Commissioner Gisclair requested Mr. Helm explain a waterfowl
survey that would be mailed to hunters. Mr. Helm stated the staff
was interested in hunters opinions and concerns and a survey would
be sent to 12,000 duck hunters throughout the State requesting
their input. Chairman Babin stated the Department and Commission
needs as much public input as possible and requested the surveys be
completed and returned.

An unidentified speaker asked that the season dates be read
again. Chairman Babin read the dates for the East Zone, West Zone
and Catahoula Lake. Hearing no further comments, Commissioner
McCall made a motion to accept the season recommendations and it
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no
opposition.

Chairman Babin asked if there were any Public Comments on the
1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season Proposals. There were no public
comments heard.

The next item, Rule Ratification for Black Bass Regulations,
Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex was handled by Mr.
Bennie Fontenot. The rule would make permanent the 14 inch minimum
size on black bass in the Atchafalaya River Basin, Lake Palourde
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and Lake Verret Complex. A Notice of Intent was passed at the
April Commission Meeting. Mr. Fontenot advised the Commission that
if no action was taken, the rule in place would sunset on September
30, 1997 and there would be no size restriction on bass in that
area. Mr. Fontenot reminded the Commission of several highlights
given during an in-depth presentation at the April Meeting. These
included: the staffs recommendation to continue the 14 inch
minimum; data showed bass 14 inches or greater taken after the
Hurricane has doubled in numbers; and the results of an opinion
survey of 2,666 anglers in which fishermen want a size 1limit
regulation in the Basin. The Commission directed Mr. Fontenot to
contact the Department of Health and Hospitals about a mercury
concern in the Basin area. Representatives from the Office of
Public Health, Dr. Margaret Metcalf and Dr. Bill Hartley, were in
attendance and ready to make a statement as well as answer any
questions. . '

Dr. Margaret Metcalf began stating all of the fish advisories
were listed in the fishing regulations pamphlet, and a telephone
number that c¢ould provide an update on the advisories. The
Department of Environmental Quality does the sampling, then
provides the data to Department of Health and Hospitals and then
recommendations are made as to issuing an advisory, additional
samples needed or which fish needed further sampling. Dr. Metcalf
stated that fish sampled from the Henderson area would be from all
sizes, but the data for advisories would come from those fish that
are legal to catch. Commissioner Gisclair asked, when samples are
taken, would an average be used as the data base? Then he asked if
the data for just legal size fish could raise the level higher than
what was recorded in the average? Dr. Bill Hartley stated, from
samples taken in Henderson Lake, very few composites were below the
14 inch minimum. They ran samples again with fish within the legal
range, and it did not change the current advisory, stated Dr.
Hartley. Commissioner Gisclair asked what was the advisory for
Henderson Lake? Dr. Hartley answered, no more than one meal per
month of largemouth bass, crappie or freshwater drum for pregnant
women and children under the age of 7. Commissioner Carver asked
how many people have developed deformities from eating more than
one meal per month and where was the mercury coming from? Dr.
Hartley stated the mercury was coming from aerial deposition from
power industries or other sources. Commissioner Carver asked if
there were any waterways that do not have mercury contamination and
was it a naturally occurring thing that was in all of the
waterways? Dr. Hartley stated .5 ppm is the action level at which
meals are restricted to those with developing nervous systems.
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any examples throughout the
United States that shows eating fish with mercury has caused
medical problems? Dr. Hartley stated he did not know of any mass
poisoning from eating fish here in the United States. Commissioner
Carver stated he was not interested in mass poisoning, he wanted to
know if there were any examples that caused abnormalities or loss
of pregnancies? Dr. Hartley stated there have been individual
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cases reported. Then he stated a major source of mercury was from
fish and also tuna fish. Commissioner Carver asked if someone ate
14 inch fish from the Basin on a weekly basis, would they develop
abnormalities? Dr. Hartley stated he would probably have to answer
no. Commissioner Gattle stated he read a case study on how mercury
with readings of 10 ppm affected humans. Then he asked why was
there such a large margin of disparity and are there any samples
that have levels higher than 3 ppm? Commissioner McCall asked if
mercury found in tuna fish was taken from the Gulf or worldwide?
Dr. Hartley stated the tuna fish came from worldwide samples.
Commissioner Carver asked if the mercury levels being discussed
could have been around for 10,000 years and that these levels did
not form a straight line curve, it could go up or down depending
upon atmospheric and water conditions. Then he stated that when
fish samples are conducted, 'someone should be looking at the food
eaten by the fish. Also, Commissioner Carver felt the mercury
situation was being used to justify removing the 14 inch limit.

Mr. Warren Sheets asked Dr. Hartley how many humans have been
tested for mercury in Louisiana? Dr. Hartley stated, with
additional money being allocated, testing of humans for mercury
could be provided to the citizens of Louisiana soon.

Mr. Dan Brabham asked if the advisories issued were from fish
within the legal limits? Then he asked if the smaller fish, less
than 14 inches, would be safer to eat? Dr. Hartley stated
generally the longer a fish is around, the better the chances are
mercury will be in them. But, he stated there is data that shows
some bass under 14 inches from Henderson Lake have as much mercury
as fish over 14 inches. The advisories are based on the fish there
and size range of fish eaten by people. Commissioner Carver asked
if people ate fish over 14 inches, it should not hurt them? Dr.
Hartley agreed. Commissioner Gattle asked if the mercury in the
fish now was at a harmful stage? Dr. Hartley stated no.

Then Commissioner Carver thanked Dr. Hartley and Dr. Metcalf
for coming to the meeting and answering their questions. Chairman
Babin then called for public comments.

Ms. Maura Wood, Sierra Club-Louisiana Office, began by handing
out graphs and reminding them of a letter sent on the mercury issue
in part of the Atchafalaya Basin. The graphs handed out were from
a report from the Arkansas Mercury Task Force which related fish
length to mercury contamination in ppm and a chart on mercury from
largemouth bass caught in the Pearl River. Ms. Wood stated from
the graphs, the trend is for larger fish to have higher mercury
concentrations. The Sierra Club asked the Commission to consider
health implications when setting a minimum size limit on fish. Ms.
Wood stated an advisory was issued for Lake Vernon suggesting that
smaller fish be consumed rather than the larger fish.
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Mr. Warren Sheets stated he had copies of the sample results
and noted he would not eat bass from the Basin. He felt a lot of
the information put out by the advisories was a fallacy. Mr.
Sheets felt the Basin was a vast area of recreational fishermen and
until people are tested for mercury contamination, he requested the
minimum length be taken off.

Mr. Bob Newman stated he was surprised the mercury issue was
raised because this changes the whole philosophy of the management
plan. Composites for the samples taken were of both small and
large fish, stated Mr. Newman. He observed one fish weighing 2.14
pounds from Flat Lake with a reading of .206 ppm and another fish
from Grand Lake weighing 3 pounds 4 ounces with a reading of .210
ppm which are all well below the .5 ppm used by the agencies to
issue advisories. Mr. Newmdn stated there was not a problem with
mercury in the Spillway. He believed the 14 inch minimum was an
integral part of a black bass management program and would not
judge that part based on the mercury data from the Spillway.
Commissioner Gisclair stated this was not a management plan, it was
a restocking effort after Hurricane Andrew to replenish the fish.
He then felt the bass are at the levels they were before the
Hurricane. Commissioner Carver felt the Commission was “stomping
something in the head that has not even raised its head yet"” and
the mercury issue has little to do with management of the bass in
the Basin. Commissioner Gisclair stated he needed to know if the
Department or Commission wanted to manage for gquality bass or to
manage a resource. Commissioner Carver stated the 14 inch minimum
would extend the life of the fishery and would produce a quality
bass. The implementation of the 14 inch minimum and creel limit,
which is a management plan, gave the Department an opportunity to
do something that no other state has ever done. Chairman Babin
stated the 14 inch minimum was put into place for a particular
reason and now it has served its purpose.

Mr. Gary Clark, Louisiana Bass Federation, asked Dr. Hartley
if there was a public health problem if the 14 inch minimum was
implemented in the Basin area? Dr. Hartley answered no.
Commissioner Cormier stated he did not want to see the size
restrictions taken off the bass, but he did not want to forget the
recreational fisherman that wanted to catch maybe a 12 inch bass.
Dr. Hartley stated, as a general trend, smaller fish would have
less mercury but the advisories are based on fish in the edible
size range. Commissioner Cormier asked to hear public comments
from the recreational fishermen.

Mr. Stan Blouin, owner of bait shops, stated the tournament
fishermen comprises only a small percentage of their business and
95 percent are recreational fishermen. He stated the boat landings
in the Basin are crowded now with recreational fisherman because
the fishing is the best it has ever been. Mr. Blouin felt the 14
inch minimum was management for quantity as well as quality. The
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removal of the 14 inch minimum within two years time would bring
the resource back to the mediocre level.

Mr. Wayne Allemond, Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs,
stated all of his members are in favor of the 14 inch minimum. - He
then let it be known that the members of the Association are a
special interest group because they put back the resource. Mr.
Allemond felt there must be a plan to continue the resource.

Mr. Will Courtney,' a recreational fisherman that fishes
tournaments, stated he caught 40 bass over 14 inches long recently
and that they would be eaten. The biological reason for the 14
inch minimum was that fish will have spawned twice before it can be
brought home. He then stated they would like to see the Basin
managed for numbers of good’'fish. Commissioner Cormier stated he
was not against a management plan. Then he asked if Mr. Courtney
was against a slot 1limit? Mr. Courtney stated a slot limit was to
produce larger fish and that it was a management tool. He then
stated there was a need to keep replenishing the resource and he
did not have a problem with the slot except it would not work in
the Basin.

Mr. Bob Holliday, a recreational fisherman for 40 vyears,
stated he would like to see the 14 inch minimum reduced so there
could be a recreational program for the children. He then stated
he has never been surveyed at the landings, and felt only
tournament fishermen were surveyed.

Mr. Michael Efferson stated he has fished the Basin
extensively for the past year and a half and has never caught 40
fish. oOut of the last 100 to 200 fish he has caught, Mr. Efferson
said only three or four may have been over 14 inches. An average
size bass for the Basin was 13 % inches. Mr. Efferson concluded
asking that the 14 inch minimum be removed so the children and
recreational fisherman could have the option of bringing a few fish
home.

Mr. Ernie Gammon stated, what is being forgotten was the staff
was recommending the 14 inch minimum remain. This program has been
proven and he sees no reason for degrading the success of the
program if the 14 inch is removed. Mr. Gammon then urged the
Commission to follow the Department's recommendations.

Mr. Dan Brabham stated with the mercury advisories there are
unknown factors that could not be determined. He asked what would
be the down side of removing the 14 inch minimum? He stated the
mercury situation should be considered and possibly studied longer.
Mr. Brabham stated the 14 inch minimum was suppose to have been a
temporary measure, but it was being requested to be a permanent
regulation. Mr. Brabham then explained about the surveys taken and
how unscientific they were. As far as the mercury problem, there
are three things that diminish this problem. These include: people

17



tend to eat smaller fish, they catch smaller fish, and there are no
regulations in most areas of the State that say people can not eat
the small fish. Mr. Brabham offered to pay for a poll if the
results showed the majority of the fishermen did not want the 14
inch minimum in the Basin, but the Department would pay if the
results were in favor of the 14 inch. Chairman Babin stated the
State could not accept such an offer.

Mr. Terry Melancon, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, stated his
organization supported the 14 inch minimum after Hurricane Andrew.
The stock has recovered, so the Federation felt the 14 inch minimum
was no longer necessary to replenish the bass in the Basin. The
Federation does recommend a slot limit which is a proven management
tool. Mr. Melancon stated he does not hold much validity in the
survey taken. He also felt the Commission should consider the
mercury contamination issue and the fact spotted bass do not grow
as large as largemouth bass when making their decision.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the Department has made a
recommendation to maintain the 14 inch minimum and the Commission
could either go along with it or they could not vote on it and it
would sunset on September 30. He then asked the pleasure of the
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair stated everybody made
concessions with the implementation of the 14 inch minimum and then
two years ago, it was requested to leave the 14 inch on and that
would be all. The problem he felt was the Commission had no
options such as a slot limit or bag limit or such as this. Then
with the surveys, Commissioner Gisclair stated the people that
contacted him constituted a survey and they wanted the 14 inch off.
He encouraged looking at other options because he was in favor of
having some sort of regulation, but was not in favor of keeping the
14 inch minimum on. Commissioner Gattle asked if the regulation
would be in place for only one year? Mr. Fontenot stated this
would be a permanent rule unless the Commission requested it be
brought up again and acted upon. Commissioner Gisclair asked if
any new action taken would have to go through the normal process?
Mr. Fontenot stated yes. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to
accept the 14 inch minimum, but asked that Mr. Fontenot prepare
other options that could be considered for the Basin. Chairman
Babin reiterated the motion that the Commission accept the
recommendation by the staff of the 14 inch minimum, but to look at
further options starting at the next meeting. Commissioner Hanchey
seconded the motion. The motion passed with opposition from
Chairman Babin and Commissioner Gisclair. Mr. Fontenot asked again
about the motion so he could be sure he understood it. Chairman
.Babin stated they did not want to discuss. any feasibilities, they
wanted the staff to come up with other options. Action was taken
so the rule would not sunset and then there would be no regulation.
Commissioner Gisclair told Mr. Fontenot to come up with a
management option, whether it is a slot limit, a 12 inch minimum
with no limit, or a limit with no minimum length. Chairman Babin
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stated it needed to be a management tool. Mr. Fontenot stated the
14 inch was working now.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends
the following rule.

*Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing

§165. Black Bass Regulations - Atchafalaya River Basin-Lake
Verret-Palourde Complex

The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass (Micropterus
sSpp.) is 10 fish and the minimum total length limit is 14 inches in
the area south of U.S. 190 from the West Atchafalaya Basin
Protection Levee to the intersection of LA 1 and U.S. 190 due north
of Port Allen, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee
from U.S. 190 to U.S. 90, north of U.S. 90 from the West
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA
20 from U.S. 90 to LA 1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from
LA 20 to U.S. 190.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:361 (March
1693), amended LR 21:960 (September 1995), LR 23: (August 1997).

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Bennie Fontenot also handled the Rule Ratification on the
Toledo Bend Reservoir. Reciprocal Agreement. The Sabine River
Authority passed a resolution asking Texas and Louisiana to come up
with uniform recreational fishing regulations for Toledo Bend.
This was to simplify the regulations for the fisherman and
enforcement. The two states met with both sides giving and taking
in the compromise. The species of fish affected are the black
bass, crappie and white bass. The black bass regulation would
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remain as 8 bass per day with a 14 inch minimum except spotted bass
would have a 12 inch minimum. The white bass regulation would have
a creel limit of 25 per day. The crappie regulation, which caused
considerable controversy, would be a 50 creel with a 10 inch
minimum. The minimum size regulation for crappie would be taken
off during the winter months, December through February.
Commissioner Carver stated he lives on Toledo Bend and was very
familiar with the requlations and this was an effort to conform to
Texas. He then stated he wanted to eliminate subsection C in the
proposed rule and insert “The daily creel limit for crappie is 25
fish with no minimum total length". Mr. Fontenot stated Texas has
already passed the 50 fish creel limit and 10 inch minimum. He
then recommended leaving the creel at 50 to correspond with Texas
and take the minimum size off. Commissioner Gisclair asked if the
change was considered a substantive change? Mr. Don Puckett stated
the proposed rule could be amended. There should be a motion to
amend, followed by a second and then if that was approved, there
would be a vote on the amended rule. Commissioner Carver stated
his intention was to eliminate subsection C and in its place add
“The daily creel 1limit for crappie is 50 fish with no minimum
limit". Mr. Fontenot stated that was already law, you just take
subsection C out completely, make subsection D subsection C and
make subsection E subsection D. Commissioner Gisclair made a
motion to eliminate subsection C, subsection D would become C and
subsection E would become D. Commissioner Carver seconded the
motion and it passed with no opposition. Chairman Babin then asked
for a motion to approve the entire proposed rule. Commissioner
Cormier made a motion to adopt the proposed rule and it was
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. This motion also passed with no
opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule
modifying regulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing

§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement
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A. The daily creel 1limit (daily take) for black bass
(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum
total length limit for largemouth bass (M. salmoides) is 14 inches
and the minimum total 1length 1limit for spotted bass (M.
punctulatus) is 12 inches. For enforcement purposes, a spotted
bass shall be defined as a black bass with a tooth patch.

B. The daily creel limit for white bass (Morone chrysops) is
25 fish and there is no minimum total length limit.

C. For all species of fish, the possession 1limit for
recreational anglers, while on the water, shall be a one day's
creel limit.

D. This rule will bec¢ome effective September 1, 1997.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:548 (August
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), LR 17:1123 (November 1991),
LR 19:790 (June 1993), LR 23: (August 1997).

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout was presented by Mr. Harry Blanchet. The reports, in
draft form, are the result of some resolutions passed during the

recent session of the Legislature. The reports need to be
submitted by September 1 and contained the most broad ranged
information requested. Staff members from the Marine Fisheries

Division, Socioceconomic Research & Development Section and the
Enforcement Division were involved in preparing the reports. A few
editorial changes, such as word clarifications, were made, but the
substance of the report has not changed. Chairman Babin asked
about the chart on page 18 of the red drum report. Mr. Blanchet
stated one of the things required by the legislature was a set of
allocation scenarios and then he explained these scenarios with the
three escapement rates included in the chart. Chairman Babin
asked, with a bag limit of 5 recreationally and with an escapement
rate of 50 percent, is there enough fish to catch 1.4 million
pounds of fish commercially? Mr. Blanchet stated that was correct.
Then Chairman Babin asked where was the catch from charter fishing
included and how was 1t compiled. ~Mr. Blanchet explained the
methods of calculating each mode of fishing for the recreational
fisherman. Chairman -Babin stated charter fishing was a big
industry in Louisiana and there was no way to find out how much
fish they catch. He felt there was a need a for better recording
system on who is catching the fish in the State. The numbers
presented showed Chairman Babin that there was plenty of red drum.
Mr. Blanchet explained that the figures are estimates and not what
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was expected in any given year. Then he stated charter fishing has
some unique problems in getting accurate data, but efforts are
underway to try to improve this problem. Chairman Babin stated if
you get away from estimates you could maybe get precise figures.
A simple recording device returned to the Department at the end of
each trip would produce an accurate catch in numbers of pounds or
numbers of fish in a given year. Mr. Blanchet stated there was a
proposed legislative bill that would authorize the Department to
collect that information by requiring the charterboat captains
provide the data and it did not pass. Commissioner Gattle asked if
the numbers on page 16, Louisiana's Harvest of Red Drum, was a
fairly accurate figure? Mr. Blanchet stated yes. The 1990 and
1993 year class were extraordinarily abundant and that was the
reason for an increase in harvest over the last few years. The
1996 seine samples indicated’a relatively weak year class and this
may result in a decrease in harvest. Chairman Babin stated, in
1986 there was a total harvest of 10 million pounds split between
the commercial fishermen and the recreational fishermen, but in
1995, there was a total harvest from recreational fishermen only of
10 million pounds. Mr. Blanchet explained that there were more
fish in the waters. Commissioner McCall asked Mr. Blanchet if he
knew the number of charterboat operators in Louisiana and was the
figure 200 for those that carried 6 passengers or more? Then he
commented there was really no way to know how many people are
charter fishing. Chairman Babin stated you could find out from
license sales. Mr. Blanchet stated the Department was trying to
improve on the estimate of effort on the charterboats and just how
many people are getting on the boats. Commissioner McCall stated
he did not think it would be too hard to do if you have a form for
them to fill out indicating what days they go out, how many people
they take and their catch. Mr. Blanchet stated beginning in
September, a pilot study would be instituted which would randomly
select charterboat operators and ask them what their estimate of
effort was for the prior week. Commissioner Gisclair asked why not
do a voluntary program and see what type of participation you get.
Mr. John Roussel suggested the staff give a 5 minute presentation
on their plans to address this problem at the next meeting. He
then stated charterboat catches has been 1dent1f1ed as a potential
problem in the current estimates.

Hearing no further questions on the reports, Mr. Blanchet
asked for a motion to make some editorial changes and forward them
on to the lLegislature. Commissioner Gattle made a motion to submit
the reports to the Legislature. Commissioner Cormier seconded the
motion and it passed with no opposition.

A Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie.. ‘He began asking the Commission to
adopt a Resolution and Declaration of Emergency for the shrimp
season. Weather conditions are fairly stable, shrimp are growing
at a steady rate and there are no environmental conditions to
consider when setting the fall season. The numbers of shrimp taken
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in samples thus far are normal for this time of year, stated Mr.
Savoie. The staff recommended opening the shrimp season on the
third Monday in August, August 18 and close the season on December
14. Also, it was requested to leave Breton and Chandeleur Sounds
open until April 1, 1998 to catch any pink shrimp that may be in
those areas. The Enforcement Division does not have any problems
with the extension. Commissioner Gisclair asked if September 10
would be too late? Chairman Babin stated, with the new legislation
that formed a shrimp panel, different options could be looked at
that would allow for setting an opening date, then closing and then
re-opening the season depending on the size of the shrimp and the
catch. Mr. Savoie stated the Shrimp Panel may hold their first
meeting 1in September and they are going to try to have
recommendations for the 1999 Legislative Session. Chairman Babin
stated the economics need to be considered just as well as the
biology in the future. Mr. Savoie read the Therefore Be It
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a
motion to adopt the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner
Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each
calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on
biological and technical data which indicates that
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except
during the time period from October fifteenth through the
third Monday in December when there shall be no count,
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by
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public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open
statewide at official sunrise August 18, 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Detlaration of Emergency setting the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part
of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

bECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 18, 1997.
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The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, December 14,
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described
in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m.,
April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the
closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas presented the Declaration of Emergency to Set
Oyster Season. The public oyster grounds in Louisiana have been
inventoried and Mr. Dugas félt there would be a good supply. The
staff was recommending to open the oyster season on September 3 as
prescribed by 1law. The Plaquemine Oyster Association, the
Terrebonne Oyster Association and the Oyster Task Force have
expressed their support for the September 3 opening. The Bay Junop
Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed whereas Sister Lake will
open this year. The Calcasieu Lake will open on October 16 which
will give the fishermen the maximum window available to harvest the
resource. Mr. Dugas then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion
of the Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the
Resolution, it was seconded by Commissioner Gisclair and passed
with no opposition. Chairman Babin stated the oyster lease
moratorium was scheduled to be 1lifted in January 1998. The
Department planned to present to the Commission the process to be
used to lift the moratorium at the September Commission Meeting.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and
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WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

Act $#46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation

will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public

grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf outlet, and that this sacking
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas
where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the

authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine

Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or

closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J.
Chairman,
Fisheries

Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department
Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease,
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before
sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997.
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambigque Point to Point
Gardner to Grace Point at the Mississippi River Gulf oOutlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas
if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or
close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource
subsides.

6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open
until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such
action.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

A Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season began with Mr. Brandt
Savoie stating the National Marine Fisheries landing data would not
be available until the end of the month. So, the report today
would be from information gathered from the staff, what was seen at
the docks and what was going on in the field. Zone 1 shrimp season
had a slow start with very few shrimp landed the first week.
Catches began to improve as the season progressed, but sizes
remained small throughout the season. The largest size harvested
was in the 40-50 count range. Dealers in Zone 1 had mixed reports
on landings which could have resulted from concentrations of shrimp
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occurring in the southern portion of the Zone. Prices to the
fishermen were high with the opening day price for 80-100 count of
85 cents a pound and the ending price was $1.00 per pound.

Dealer reports in Zone 2 were also mixed. Preliminary landing
figures showed that catches may be 20 to 30 percent lower than last
year. Vermilion Bay area had poor production due to the high river
stages in the Atchafalaya. The shrimp remained small throughout
the season with the majority being in the 70-80 count range. Price
for opening day was 80 cents a pound and the closing price was
$1.00 per pound.

Data from Zone 3 showed almost twice the number of brown
shrimp as has occurred for the last 16 years, but they were slow
growing. Dealers paid 20 cents a pound for 150-180 count range.
The only highlight of the season was approximately 75,000 pounds of
shrimp which was landed the first two days of the season which
brought a dockside wvalue of $250,000. Price for 80-100 count
shrimp was $1.10 per pound when the season closed. Mr. Savoie
concluded the spring season would be considered poor because of the
pounds and size of shrimp landed. The commercial fishermen may
consider it a good season because of the prices paid at the dock,
but the processors would consider the season poor because of the
size and the poor market.

Commissioner Gattle asked about the prices paid and what they
were compared to? Mr. Savoie stated when the season opens, prices
for 80-100 count shrimp are 60 to 65 cents a pound and then close
at 70 to 75 cents a pound. Commissioner Gattle then asked why did
the processors have a problem if there was a shortfall across the
board? Chairman Babin stated the season started off with small
shrimp and continued with small shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked
if the deep sea trawlers had a good season? Mr. Savoie stated the
offshore boats always catch larger shrimp than the inshore
shrimpers. Commissioner Gisclair stated the trawlers in the lakes,
bays and bayous did better this year because the shrimp were not in
the passes and they stayed around longer. Chairman Babin stated
the Legislature passed a bill that mandates opening shrimp season
in Zone 2 no later than the third Monday in May. He then expressed
his opposition to this new law.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major
Keith LacCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during the month of July.

Region I - Minden - 100 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 90 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 154 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 99 citations.
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Region V - Lake Charles - 281 citations.
Region VI - Opelousas - 237 citations.
Region VII - Baton Rouge - 259 citations.
Region VIII - New Orleans - 223 citations.
Region IX - Thibodaux - 307 citations.
SWEP - 19 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 51 citations.
Seafood Investigative WUnit - 46 citations.
Statewide Strike Force - 115 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of
July was 1,981.

The aviation report for July 1997 showed enforcement pilots
flew three airplanes a total of 38.3 hours for enforcement and 11
hours for other divisions.

Chairman Babin then asked for Division Reports. Secretary
Jenkins stated the CITES Report would be given at the next meeting.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided
to hold the December 1997 Meeting on Thursday, December 4, 1997
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
Mr. George Barisich thanked the Department for extending the shrimp
season in Zone 1. The effects on the opening of the Bonnet Carre
Spillway caused a drastic reduction in the brown shrimp production,
stated Mr. Barisich. Dealers he contacted in Zone 1 purchased
below average and well below average shrimp during the season.
Monies are available from the Federal Government to help compensate
the fisherman and Mr. Barisich asked the Commission and Department
to help in getting these monies.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Carver. ‘

Jr.

JHJ :sch
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DEFINITIONS
Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et al. (1991).

Catch - The total number or pounds of fish captured from an area over a period of time. This
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place
in an area different from where the fish are landed.

Cohort - A group of fish spawned during a given period, usually within a year.

Escapement - A measure of the intensity of fishing on the inshore population of red drum. It is
the ratio, expressed as a percent, of the number of fish present at age 4, compared to the number
which would be present if there was no fishery. Escapement is calculated on a fishing year basis -
that is, what the escapement would be if the fishing mortality rates for a given year do not change
throughout the inshore life span of the fish. This methodology i$ used in both the NMFS and
LDWF assessments. :

Fishing mortality rates - A measurement of the rate of removal of fish from a population by
fishing. Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual or instantaneous. Annual mortality is
the percentage of fish dying in one year. Instantaneous mortality is the rate at which fish die at
any one time. The acceptable rates of fishing mortality may vary from species to species.

Fishing year - An arbitrary 12-month period, beginning at the approximate average birth date of
a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing year begins September 1 and runs through August 31 of
the following year.

GMFMC - Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. An agency, established by the federal
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which is charged with managing fisheries
in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico.

Harvest - The total number or pounds of fish caught and kept from an area over a period of time.
Note that landings, catch, and harvest are different.

Landings - The number or poundage of fish unloaded at a dock by commercial fishermen or
brought to shore by recreational fishermen for personal use. Landings are reported at the point
at which the fish are brought to shore.

LDWF - Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NMFS - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.
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MRFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey of marine
recreational fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an
annual basis, including annual estimates for Louisiana. :

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing
stock assessments of fish under the charge of the Council.

SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producing ability of all the mature
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist if the stock were unfished.
Often expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0.20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio of the total weight
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist if the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transmonal SPR) The spawning production per recruit of a fished
population relative to the spawning production per recruit of an unfished population with otherwise
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit Also called "equilibrium" or "static %"
SPR. ‘

Transitional SPR - The spawning production per recruit in a year relative to that which would
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year.
Also called "non-equilibrium", "dynamic" and "unweighted transitional" SPR by some authors.

VPA - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that uses the number of fish harvested at
various ages and an estimate of natural mortality to estimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It
also provides an estimate of the number of fish in a cohort alive at various ages

Weighted Transitional SPR - The spawning production in a year relative to that which would
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year.
Differs from transitional SPR by being weighted (influenced) by the year-class strengths of cohorts
present in that year.

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatched in a given year, a "generation" of fish. For red drum, this
is synonymous with "cohort."
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74,
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is requested to
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on red drum, based on the most current information
available, which is due to the Legislature by September 1. The most comprehensive report is that
requested by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as follows:

1) a profile of the species, its fisheries and stock assessment that includes all available sciences,
including the biological, socioeconomic sciences and the enforcement experience and

2) Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios
This document is prepared by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to provide

the Commission with the information needed to fulfill its obligations as outlined above. This report
addresses each issue individually and uses the best data available to the Department at this time.
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Part 1- PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT
AND BIOLOGICAL CONDITION

Introduction

A detailed profile and stock
assessment document entitled "A Profile and
Stock Assessment for Red Drum Scigenops
ocellatus, in Louisiana" was prepared by the
Department in May, 1991 and presented to
both the Commission and the Louisiana
Legislature. ~ This report updates that
document and four prior annual reports to the
Commission (LDWF 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995)
with additional data.

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile of the
species was described in the "Biological and
Fishery Profile of the Red Drum in Louisiana"
(Hoese et al. 1991). Further studies have
become available since that time, and have
been summarized in prior reports. Only
bioprofile information that has become
available since the last report, and has
information significant to understanding the
life history of the species is summarized here.

Gold et al. (1994) extended their
previous (Gold et al. 1993) studies on red
drum, and compared the resulting information
on mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) variation in
red drum to similar information on black drum
and red snapper from several locations across
the northern Gulf of Mexico. They observed
differences in mtDNA diversities within each

- species across the Gulf, suggesting differences
in the "effective number of female parents” in
different regions. Red drum and black drum
mtDNA diversities were higher in the western

Gulf, while red snapper diversity was higher
in the eastern gulf.

A lab study of the chemical elements
incorporated into the otoliths of young red
drum (Hoff and Fuiman 1995) indicated that
variation in the elemental composition may be
influenced by several physiological and
environmental factors. The study examined
red drum reared in captivity under different
temperature, salinity, and dietary conditions.
Supplements were used to adjust the elemental
composition of the diet. Diet was not found to
significantly change elemental composition in
their study. The authors state that otolith
microchemistry may provide much
information, but that interpretation of life
history parameters from that information
must be done carefully. In a separate
analysis Fuiman and Hoff (1995) reported
that near-annual cycles in concentrations of
sodium and potassium in red drum otoliths
were not strongly correlated with seasonal
water temperatures, but might correspond in
some way to reproductive activity. The
specific cause of the variation was not
elucidated, but they speculate that if a causal
relationship between reproduction and otolith
sodium and potassium concentrations could
be established for red drum, it could be
useful in characterizing important life history
parameters for individual fish.

An  evaluation of  chemical
contaminants and their effects on young-of-
the-year red drum and other estuarine species
in Tampa Bay by McCain et al. (1996)
reported unusually high levels of
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the
livers of red drum, compared to other species
collected in the same areas. They were not
able to explain the inter-species difference,
but suggested that it could be due to
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concentration of PCBs in species that were
important in the food of the red drum, but
not in the other species examined.

Ross et al. (1995) provided a
characterization of the life history and fishery
for red drum in North Carolina. They
reported age frequencies of adult red drum
that approximated the distribution of cohort
strengths in the Gulf of Mexico as reported
by Wilson et al. (1993) for the same period.
They also estimated fishing mortality rates on
subadult red drum in North Carolina, based
on catch curve and tag return analyses.
These analyses indicated that annual survival
was in the range of 6-24%, reducing the
contribution of recent year-classes to the
adult population.

The NMFS completed a stock
assessment that estimated fishing mortality
rates and escapement in U.S. Gulf of Mexico
waters (Goodyear 1996). This stock
assessment differed substantially from both
the most recent Louisiana assessment (LDWF
1995) and the recent Florida assessment
(Murphy 1994). Static SPR in the Florida
fishery had been estimated as less than 5%
for the early 1980's (Murphy 1984), and 24-
43% in 1987-88 (Murphy et al. 1989).
Florida's 1994 assessment reports that
escapement averaged 63-71% during the
early 1990's. Recently, Murphy et al.
(1997) reported that the age structure of the
adult red drum of the Gulf Coast of Florida
were dominated by fish from the 1986 and
1987 yearclasses, while younger fish were
.also abundant. This information, while still
preliminary, tends to confirm estimates of
increased escapement levels for the Florida
stock, at least.

Data on recruitment of juveniles into
the Louisiana estuaries are annually
developed by the Department’s Finfish
Monitoring Program (Figure 1.1). Initial
estimates of recruitment for young-of-the-
year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches long are
provided each fall by seine samples.
Trammel nets are used to sample juveniles
just over one year old (Age-1, 12-18 inches
TL), which is near the time they enter the
recreational fishery under current minimum
length restrictions. These raw data are log-
transformed to normalize the distribution of
catch/effort. These independent estimates
have historically been well correlated with
recreational harvest of age-1 fish (Figure
1.2).

Comparing cohorts where both YOY
(seine) and Age-1 (trammel) indices have
been measured, seine samples indicated
above-average cohorts in 1987, 1990-91 and
1993-95, with 1990 having the highest index.
The 1989 cohort seine index was low, as
were the 1992 and 1996 indices. Trammel
sample indices provide relatively strong
indices for the 1987, 1990 and 1993-94
cohorts, and a low index value for the 1989
cohort.

During recent years (1992-1994
cohorts) trammel net estimates have been
higher than would be expected from the seine
index values (Figure 1.1). This may have
been due to increased survival over the mild
winters of these years, or due to normal
variation between sampling regimes. Data on
recreational red drum harvest indicates that
trammel net samples accurately estimated the
catch of age-1 fish for cohorts between 1987
and 1992. We believe that the trammel net
samples are a better index of fish recruiting
to the fishery than the seine index, as
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trammel index is composed of fish that are
temporally closer to the size where they
become legally available to the recreational
fishery. The trammel net index also shows
good correlation with recreational harvest of
age-1 fish.

Seine samples from the fall of 1996
provided the first estimate of the 1996 year-
class strength. Data from these samples
suggest recruitment of early juveniles into the
marshes below the 10-year average, but not
a low as the 1989 estimate. Trammel net
indices from the fall of 1996 (1995 cohort)
were somewhat below the indices from the
seine samples, indicating that the winter of
1995-96 may have affected survival to the
age-1 fish, and to the fishery in 1996-97.

Stock Assessment

Prior to the  Department's
development of an assessment of Louisiana's
red drum stock (LDWF 1991), a gulf-wide
assessment for red drum was provided by
Goodyear (1989). The data summaries for
this assessment were updated (Goodyear
1990, 1991). Goodyear's 1989 assessment
was based on the assumption that the offshore
purse seine data accurately represented the
offshore age structure. His interpretation of
the results was that a significant decline in
recruitment to the offshore population
occurred in the mid 1970's. He was unable
to fully explain the cause of this decline but
did in part attribute it to increased harvest
levels of juvenile red drum during the mid to
late 70's in estuarine or inshore areas. His
assessment was similar in concept to the
Department's assessment.

Goodyear (1993) provided an
assessment that indicated an escapement rate
of 46% gulfwide in 1991, the most recent
year considered. this was a higher rate than
the rate calculated for prior years. He also
noted discrepancies in the estimated adult
stock size based on VPA techniques
compared to the offshore tag/recapture study
of Nichols (1988).

An update of the NMFS gulf-wide
assessment was developed in early 1996
(Goodyear 1996) and included a VPA tuned
with  fishery-independent  indices of
abundance, which he termed an SPA.
Goodyear's (1996) estimates of spawning
stock in 1979 were calculated by assuming
that pre-1979 fishing mortality rates were
equal to those operating in 1979. Projections
assumed that fishing mortality rates estimated
for 1995 would remain constant in the future.
Under these assumptions, the unweighted
transitional SPR in 1979 was 13%,
decreased to a low of about 6% in 1992, then
increased to slightly over 10% in 1996, and
was projected as "about 18% at the turn of
the century". He expressed a lack of
confidence in the results of the SPA and the
calculations of SPR that were derived from
it. He discussed the effects of variable
recruitment on the relationship between
harvest, escapement and the conservation
standard. He contended that the reduction in
gulf-wide harvest recorded in 1987-90 over
the 1984-86 period may have been the result
of reduced recruitment during that time
period, as well as regulatory measures.

The Department has regularly updated
it's original 1991 stock assessment on red
drum (LDWF 1991) and has provided
reports on the results (LDWF 1992, 1993,
1994, 1995). These assessments use data
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currently available to the Department to
provide the most up-to-date and accurate
estimates possible of fishing mortality,
escapement rates, and SPR for Louisiana.

The present assessment utilizes
recreational harvest data through August,
1996. This provides two additional years of
harvest data which were not included in the
last report.

Fishery-independent  seine  and
trammel net indices include data through
March 1997. Seine indices provide initial
measures of the 1996 cohort strength, while
trammel net samples provide later measures
through the 1995 cohort. |

All analyses in this and all other
Department assessments are based on a
fishing year of September of one year,
through August of the following year, since
this coincides with fishing activities for the
species, and nearly coincides with the onset
of spawning. These "Fishing Years" are
designated as the beginning calendar year
(e.g. 1991 for fishing year 1991-92).

Assessment Methodology

Two scenarios were provided in
previous reports. Both scenarios were age-
structured analyses that only differed in the
initial assumptions regarding the age
structure of the offshore population.
Scenario 1 relied on the validity of the purse
seine age structure data as being an unbiased
representation of the age structure of the
adult population. Scenario 2 was typical age-
structured virtual population analysis (VPA)
that was independent of the purse seine age
frequency data. The results from both

scenarios over the years have converged
where it is only necessary to conduct a single
assessment. This year's assessment follows
that of Scenario 1.

The VPA analyses provide estimates
of recruitment and fishing mortality rates by
age for each fishing year. These rates were
used to calculate unweighted transitional and
static SPR and equilibrium escapement rates
for each fishing year.

iologi iti h k

The current (1995-96) and projected
(1996 - 2000) status of the stock defined as
the unweighted transitional SPR are provided
in Figure 1.3. Simulations indicate that
under current fishing mortality rates (Figure
1.4), SPR in 1995 is above 35% and will
continue to increase over time to a static SPR
rate of 55%. Equilibrium escapement rates
by year are presented in Figure 1.5 and
represent the impact of fishing mortality on
Jjuvenile (less than 4 year old) fish typically
harvested by the inshore and nearshore
recreational fishery.

Commercial and recreational landings
are provided in Figures 1.6 and 1.7 to
provide a historic perspective of Louisiana
harvest.

Goodyear's (1996) gulf-wide stock
assessment has estimated current SPR to be.
12% and an SPR of 18% will be reached at
the turn of the century (2000). At the point
that 20% SPR is reached, the federally
managed stock will no longer be defined as
overfished. Goodyear (1996) noted that
much of the present and projected future
increases in escapement and SPR occur in the
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final years of the analysis. He performed a
"retrospective analysis" that demonstrated an
increase in estimated fishing mortality rates
in a given year with the removal of the most
recent years data. He expressed concern that
fishing mortality rates in the most recent
years could be poorly estimated and biased
low.

The Department, after a thorough
review of available data on red drum, feels
that the results of this (1997) assessment and
simulation of future conditions best describe
the status of the red drum stock in Louisiana.
It should be noted that the Gulf-wide
assessment prepared by Goodyear (1996)
describes the status of the stock for the entire
Gulf and that the Department's assessment
best describes that portion off Louisiana’s
coast. The results of the assessments do not
necessarily have to match, but increasing
rates of escapement from Louisiana should be
indicated in the Gulf-wide assessment.

The 1996 NMFS gulf-wide
assessment reflects a rapid rate of increase in
SPR which is similar to the Department's
estimates. Goodyear (pers. comm., 2/1/94)
noted that his (1989) assessment hypothesized
that inshore recruitment may have declined in
the mid-1970's as a result of declines in the
adult stock size. If so, then future increases
in the size of the adult stock should bring
about increases in average annual recruitment
of juveniles. This should result in inshore
recruitment levels exceeding the pre-1990
levels if the spawning stock is permitted to
rebuild. However, he also noted that data
are insufficient to conclude that recruitment
overfishing did occur. It is reassuring to us
that levels of recruitment since 1990 have
been on average higher than those observed
since 1986 (Figure 1.1) even though

estimates of spawning stock biomass that
produced those levels were near or at their
historic minimum. This implies that either
spawning stock biomass was not as low as
predicted or 20% SPR is not the minimum
threshold for recruitment overfishing or that
there is very significant variation in
recruitment at existing levels of SPR. There
continues to be substantial evidence that
adequate spawning biomass exists to produce
high levels of recruitment and that the
spawning stock biomass is continuing to
increase at a rapid rate.

This assessment estimates the impact
of current regulations in terms of fishing
mortality rates on the spawning potential -of
the stock. The fishing mortality rates
resulting from current regulations have been
very stable and appear to provide more than
adequate survival to maintain and further
build the spawning potential of the stock
(Figure 3). This is confirmed by data on the
age frequencies of the adult offshore
population (Wilson et al. 1993 and pers.
comm.). In 1991-92, the most recent
offshore age structure data, the population
was dominated by younger fish (76% of the
population sampled), indicating a significant
increase in rates of escapement from the
inshore juvenile population under current
regulations. Based on this assessment,
fishing mortality rates can be increased, so
long as the conservation standard of 30%
escapement (=20% SPR) is maintained. For
this report, surplus escapement is defined as
the difference between current escapement
levels of 55-71% and the conservation
standard of 30%. We recommend that any
regulatory changes that would increase
fishing mortality rates be incremental and
that the fishery not be permitted to absorb all
of the surplus escapement at one time. This
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strategy would allow evaluation of the effects
of each modification, so that the conservation
standard would not be inadvertently overshot
by unforseen changes in the fisheries, which
might affect fishing mortality rates.

In prior reports, we recommended that
research be conducted to provide estimates of
- the current size and age structure of the
offshore spawning stock. The initial stages of
this work are presently being conducted by
NMFS in cooperation with the Gulf States.
This research should provide a fishery-
independent method for verifying the changes
in fishing mortality rates resulting from
current regulations. The Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is also collecting
information on age and growth of juvenile and
adult red drum in Louisiana waters, with the
intent to develop the data necessary to more
accurately estimate the catch at age in the
Louisiana fishery.

Conservation Standard

The intent of this section is to provide
guidance as to the allowable harvest. The
GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the
conservation standard for the red drum stocks
of the Gulf of Mexico, and requested the
states to enact rules to provide for 30%
escapement to offshore waters, in order to
achieve this standard.

Conservation standards are based on
one of a number of biological measures of the
dynamics of fish stocks, that are intended to
protect the viability of that stock for future
generations. These standards have historically
been based on different measures of the
dynamics of fish stocks, depending on the data
available, the needs of fishery and of the

resource. Conservation standards should be
separated into two types: a conservation
threshold which is entirely biologically based,
and a conservation target which considers
biological measures modified by relevant
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation ~ “thresholds”  are
intended to provide a biological baseline for
harvest of a fish stock based on stock recruit
relationships, or other biological parameters
specific to the stock, if possible. This baseline
standard, below which the stock should not be
allowed to go, has been described as a
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also
been referred to as an “overfishing level”
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”,
management “targets” may be set, which
provide for other management goals in the
fishery. Such goals may be in terms of yield
in weight, yield in numbers of fish, catch rate
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment,
profit, or some other goal. These targets must
be set at a fishing rate below the “threshold”
in order to ensure that the biological integrity
of the stock is not unduly compromised by
fishing.

Recently, use of a stock measure,
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
spawning potential ratio (SPR), has become
widely used. -This measure compares the
estimated female spawning biomass of the
stock that survive fishing with the estimated
biomass of the stock under unfished
conditions. The analysis does not take into
account any density-dependent relationships
due to the changes in the size of the fished
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by
Gabriel et al. (1984) and refined by Goodyear
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass
(or egg production) per recruit, below which
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existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future
recruitment, and below which the fishery
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be
evaluated from information on the stock in
question. However, the information base
necessary to adequately describe this level is
often not available. In such cases, it has been
recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
SPR of 20% be used as a “threshold” in
absence of sufficient evidence to provide a
standard specific to the stock in question.
This standard is also based on work on North
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel ef al. 1984,
Gabriel, 1985). A SSBR of 35% has been
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20%
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A
SSBR of 8-13% has been demonstrated to be
sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987).
In prior analyses of the Louisiana spotted
seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we
recommended an SPR of 15% after analysis of
several years of available data. Mace and
Sissenwine (1993) examined 90 stocks of 27
species, and recommended that 30% SPR be
maintained when there is no other basis for
estimating the replacement level. That level is
sufficient for 80% of the stocks considered by
those authors. They also noted that 30% may
be overly conservative for an "average" stock.
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks
they considered was 18.7% while the most
resilient quarter of the stocks considered
required a maximum SPR of 8.6%.
Three-quarters of the stocks required a
maximum SPR of 27.1%.

The use of any measure of health of a
fish stock as a perfect index is arguable.
Intuitively it seems more logical that growth
overfishing would occur at a much lower

fishing rate than would threaten recruitment.
However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993)
provide information to suggest that some
stocks may have reduced levels of
recruitment at levels of fishing that would not
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable
position for making recommendations on
appropriate levels of fishing for a stock is to
base those recommendations on actual
measures of spawning stock and recruitment
for that species, in the same fishery. This
requires a base of information on that fishery
that requires monitoring of both the stock and
the fishery over a variety of conditions.
Without this information, inappropriate
conservation  standards may  either
underestimate or overestimate the potential of
the fishery. If the potential is underestimated,
society loses the economic and social benefits
of the harvest. If the potential is
overestimated, society also loses the benefits
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go
through some period of rebuilding, when
effort must be reduced from the
non-sustainable levels (Hilborn and Walters
1992). Some researchers have speculated that
over-harvest of some stocks may lead to their
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often
less preferred stocks. The frequency of such
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred
over time in the Grand Banks area, where
prolonged, intense harvest of cod and haddock
have been implicated in gradual increases in
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD -
NEFSC 1993).
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Total Allowable Harvest with Probable
Allocation Scenarios

The intent of this section is to fulfil the
request specified in the legislative resolutions
cited in the Introduction to provide guidance
as to the allowable harvest and provide a
range of probable allocation options.

The GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the
conservation standard for the red drum stocks
of the Gulf of Mexico, and requested the
States to enact rules to provide for 30%

escapement to offshore waters, in order to
achieve this standard.

Results of this assessment indicate
that current SPR for red drum off Louisiana
is above 20%. Additionally, escapement
rates under current regulations (51-71%) are
- above the 30% standard. Under current
regulations there is some surplus escapement
to the offshore spawning stock. This
surplus, if not utilized by the Louisiana
fishery, will continue to contribute to a
building of the offshore spawning stock.

The present assessment indicates that
fishing mortality rates may be increased to a
point not to exceed the established
conservation standard of 30% escapement.
However, if changes in regulations do occur,
we recommend that they provide an
incremental increase in fishing mortality rates
and that regulations not be further changed
for a period of 3 to 5 years. This would
allow the Department to better monitor the
impact of the fishery resulting from
regulatory changes, and minimizes the risk of
overshooting the target fishing mortality
rates. Regulations could then be adjusted
accordingly in the future to move gradually
to a level of 30% rather than attempting to

10

absorb all surplus escapement with a single
regulatory change.

There are an infinite number of
possible allocation scenarios, depending on
the availability of suitable data and the
method used to regulate the recreational
fishery or a potential commercial fishery.
The allocation scenarios presented here are
intended only to provide guidance in
estimating the impact of varying the
recreational bag limit and varying a potential
commercial quota. A summary of some
possible allocation scenarios is provided in
Table 1.1. While 30% escapement is the
conservation standard, we noted above that
there is some benefit to approaching the
target escapement rate incrementally. We
have presented allocation options at other
escapement rates to provide some perspective
as to the differences that this criterion would
have on potential harvest. The allocation
options are estimated using fishing mortality
rates in the terminal year of the assessment
and mean recruitment from 1972-1995. They
are based on size limits presently in effect in
the recreational fishery, and an 18-27 inch
size limit in the commercial fishery. The 18-
inch minimum size limit was in effect when
the commercial fishery was closed. Any
change in size limits from those mentioned
above would require further simulation.

For any selected level of escapement,
annual variations in recruitment will affect
allowable harvest. Years of high recruitment
would provide higher than average allowable
harvest, and vice versa.

Any significant build-up of the
spawning stock (SPR > 20%) in the Gulf of
Mexico may result in the re-opening of the red
drum fishery in the Federal Exclusive
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Economic Zone (EEZ) under the GMFMC red
drum FMP. However, this fishery is beyond
the scope of Louisiana State regulations, and
thus these scenarios are not considered here.
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Figures

Catch/Effort of Red Drum in Seines and Trammel Nets
by Cohort, October - March Data

indexed C/E

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Age Class (Cohort)

| & Trammel (log cpue) .. Seine (log cpue) |

Data are Standardized to the Mean

Figure 1.1. Variation in catch/effort of red drum in LDWF seine and trammel net
monitoring samples. Log-transformed catch per effort data for each year was indexed
against the mean of all years for the gear, i.e. the long-term average equals 1. Trammel
index represented by a solid line, seine index by dashed line.

Recreational Harvest of Age 1 Red Drum
Compared to Log Catch/Effort in Trammel and Seine

Q

Indexed C/E

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Age Class (Cohort)

& Trammel < Seine == Recreational

Data are Standardized to the Mean

Figure 1.2. Recreational harvest of age 1 red drum by cohort compared to the LDWF
seine and trammel net log catch/effort indices for those cohorts. Catch per effort and

harvest are indexed against the mean for the years presented, i.e. the long-term average
equals 1.
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Estimates of Unweighted SPR for Red Drum
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Figure 1.3. Transitional unweighted SPR estimates by year.
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Figure 1.4. Cumulative fishing mortality rates by year, with the cumulative rates that
would provide 30% escapement and 50% escapement. Rates less than these provide
greater escapement, while rates higher than these provide less.
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Equilibrium Escapement Rates by Year
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Figure 1.5. Equilibrium escapement rates by year calculated using annual cumulative
fishing mortality rates of ages 0 -3.

Louisiana's Harvest of Red Drum
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Figure 1.6. Total, recreational and commercial harvest of red drum from Louisiana waters.,
in terms of millions of pounds of fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, commercial
data from NMFS commercial landings database.

16 Red Drum - 1997



Louisiana's Recreational Catch of Red Drum

Numbers of Fish
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Figure 1.7. Recreational catch, releases, and harvest of red drum by year from Louisiana
waters. "Harvest" is the estimate of the number of fish in an anglers's creel, plus the number
of fish not available for inspection, released dead, or otherwise removed from the population.
"Released" is the number of fish reported to be released alive. "Catch" is the estimate of the
number of fish caught, whether harvested or released alive. Data from MRFSS survey.
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Part 2 - SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS

2.1 Participation in Recreational
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to
increase in popularity in Louisiana waters, as
evidenced by increasing saltwater license
sales by the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). Licensed
resident saltwater anglers increased from
206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY) 1990-91 to
299,860 in FY 1995-96, an increase of
45.5%. Since residents younger than 16
years of age or over 59 years of age are
exempt from license requirements, these
figures are less than the total number of
resident saltwater anglers. Using age
stratified participation data from the 1991

National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and
Wildlife-Associated Recreation (U.S.
Department of the Interior, 1993b), it was
estimated that 34% of resident anglers are
not required to purchase a fishing license.
Combining this estimate with the license
sale figures from above yields an estimated
resident participation level in saltwater
recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of
approximately 454,000. The Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales
in FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase of
approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91
level of 27,758. Non-residents younger than
16 years of age are exempt from licensing
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (U.S. Department of the Interior,
1993a) estimated that in 1991 26.7% of total
anglers in the east south-central and west
south-central states were younger than 16

years of age. Combining this estimate with
the license sale figure yields an estimate of
approximately 63,000 non-resident
Louisiana saltwater anglers in FY 1995-96.
MRFSS estimated approximately 80,000
non-resident Louisiana saltwater anglers in
1996. This estimate was based on a small
sample size and has a wide margin of error.

2.2  Participants Targeting Red Drum

Spotted seatrout and red drum have
historically been the two species of choice
for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data
in Table 2.1 indicate that over time a higher
percentage of anglers are targeting certain
species, inferring the possibility of
increasing angler sophistication and more
specific fishing techniques to target their
preferred species.

In comparing the percentages of anglers that
targeted spotted seatrout and red drum, the
period from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991,
when 49% of the surveyed anglers said they
were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and
comparing averages for the five year period
from 1992-1996, yields preference
percentages of 36% and 32% for spotted
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The
percentage of surveyed anglers targeting red
drum exceeded the percentage targeting
spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.

2.3 Characteristics of Anglers Targeting

Red Drum

Using datasets from three surveys (Kelso et
al. 1991, 1992 and 1994), characteristics of
anglers who identified red drum as their
primary target species were analyzed.
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Parish of Residence

Based on data from the 1991 and 1993
surveys (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), over 50%
of respondents who targeted red drum lived
in five parishes, and over 75% lived in 12
parishes, as shown below:

% of Red

Parish Drum Angler
Jefferson 16.16%
Terrebonne 12.85%
Calcasieu 9.30%
E. Baton Rouge 8.08%
Lafourche - 6.85%
Orleans 4.16%
St. Mary 3.92%
Iberia 3.79%%
Lafayette 3.43%
St. Tammany 3.30%
Plaguemines 2.82%
Vermilion 2.69%
35 other parishes 22.65%

Total 100.00%
Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license
holders, and so, for the most part, were
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59
years of age. The age distributions of
anglers who targeted red drum and all
saltwater anglers extracted from the Kelso
surveys, as well as the age distribution for
all anglers from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
survey (U.S. Department of the Interior,
1993b), are presented in Table 2.2.

21

Income

Red drum anglers, and saltwater anglers in
general, based on data from the 1991 and
1993 surveys (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994) were
more affluent than the general population of
Louisiana. The 1993 median household
income for Louisiana residents as reported in
the Statistical Abstract of the United States -
1995 (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1995)
was $26,312. The median household
income of red drum anglers from the
combined 1991 and 1993 Kelso et al. (1992,
1994) survey data fell in the $35,000-
$39,999 range. The frequency distribution
of household income from the combined
survey data (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994) of
anglers targeting red drum is shown below.

Percentage

Household Income of respondents
< $10,000 321%
$10,000 - $14,999 6.03%
$15,000 - $19,999 6.28%
$20,000 - $24,999 8.33% -
$25,000 - $29,999 9.10%
$30,000 - $34,999 10.64%
$35,000 - $39,999 6.54%
$40,000 - $44,999 10.38%
$45,000 - $49,999 9.23%
$50,000 - $54,999 8.08%
$55,000 - $59,999 5.00%
$60,000 + 17.18%

Total 100.00%
Occupation

The 1991 survey (Kelso et al. 1992) asked
anglers to list their occupation. The top ten
responses of red drum anglers who
responded to the survey, and the percentage
who specified each occupation, were:
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QOccupation # %

Salesman 41 6.3
Manager 31 4.8
Oil Field Worker 29 45
Mechanic 29 4.5
Housewife 28 43
Engineer 23 3.6
Retired 22 34
Welder 21 3.2
Teacher/Coach 18 2.8
Operator 17 2.6
Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991, 1992) questioned respondents about
their general values and attitudes regarding
fishing. The results of the combined data
from the two surveys are displayed in Table
23.

The red drum anglers agreed that they were
happier the more fish they caught, and that
catching many fish helped make a fishing
trip successful, but almost two-thirds also
said that a trip could be successful even if no
fish were caught. Approximately one-half
of the red drum anglers indicated that they
would rather catch one or two big fish than
ten smaller ones, and that bigger fish made
for a better trip. They overwhelmingly
stated that they liked to fish where there
were several kinds of fish. Most did not
want to keep all the fish they caught, but
neither did they usually give what they kept
away, indicating that for many eating their
catch was part of their enjoyment from
fishing.

22

Opinions toward Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys
(Kelso et al. 1991, 1992) were also asked
their opinions about several regulation and
program strategies. The feelings of red
drum anglers toward management
alternatives summarized from the 1990 and
1991 surveys are illustrated in Table 2.4.

A strong majority of red drum anglers who
responded to the survey either supported or
strongly supported minimum size limits,
creel limits, and stocking largemouth bass,
striped bass, and red drum. A plurality or
slight majority supported closed seasons,
gear prohibitions, prohibiting certain species
in certain times of the year, and voluntary
catch and release programs. The anglers
showed a slim margin of support for
maximum size limits, restricted areas, and
prohibiting certain species in certain areas.
They were relatively evenly divided on the
ideas of slot limits, negative slot limits, and
stocking grass carp. A plurality opposed the
prohibition of certain types of bait and
mandatory catch and release programs.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso et al. 1994),
anglers were asked whether they would
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or
3) regulations designed to provide more,
smaller fish. The question was asked
concerning four species: spotted seatrout,
red drum, black drum, and flounder.
Responses of red drum anglers are reported
in Table 2.5.

A majority of the anglers preferred current
regulations for all four species.
Approximately one-third and one-fourth
stated that they would prefer red drum and
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black drum, respectively, to be managed for
more, smaller fish.

2.4  Expenditures of Red Drum Anglers
There is no “clean” method of attributing
angler expenditures to a certain species of
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular
species, and even those who do target a
certain species derive some enjoyment from
catching a variety of fish (see values and
attitudes section above). Many anglers use
their equipment to fish both saltwater and
freshwater. Other factors that increase an
angler’s enjoyment from a fishing trip, aside
from the actual experience of catching fish,
include non-fish factors such as being in the
outdoors, boating, camping, being with
friends and family, etc. These activities
would carry on to some degree regardless of
the availability of certain species of fish, or
of fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be
shifted between activities. If an angler were
forced to stop fishing, his or her recreational
time and dollars would likely be shifted to
other activities such as golf, sporting events,
hunting, etc.

Keeping these caveats in mind, one method
of valuing the contribution of recreational
fishing for red drum to the State’s economy
is to estimate the expenditures of anglers
who target red drum.

Southwick (Southwick 1997) estimated that
approximately $450 million was spent by
marine recreational anglers in 1996 for
expenses including meals, lodging, travel,
and equipment.

23

Using this $450 million dollar estimate for
annual expenditures by saltwater
recreational anglers, and the 34.77% of
anglers specifying red drum as their primary
target species in 1996 (MRFSS), results in
an estimated $156 million of annual
expenditures by anglers targeting red drum.

While direct expenditures are one measure
of an activity’s contribution to the state’s
economy, a measure of “willingness-to-pay”
would better measure the value society
places on that activity. The amount
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish
for red drum, minus their direct
expenditures, equals their “consumer
surplus” resulting from the availability of
fishing for red drum. Consumer surplus is
the amount that utility (pleasure or benefit
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s
direct expenditures. More research needs to
be undertaken to obtain accurate and
updated estimates of Louisiana anglers’
willingness to pay.
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able

Table 2.1. Target species preferences of recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine

Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service, 1981-

1996).
% Targeting % Indicatinga % Targeting % Targeting
Time Period No Species  Target Species Spotted Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% ‘ 16%
1986-1990 29% 1% 40% 23%

1991-1996 23% 77% 38% 30%

Table 2.2. Age distribution of surveyed anglers.

Licensed Saltwater Anglers Louisiana Anglers

1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined 1991

(Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, 1994) U.S. Dept. Of Interior (1993b)
Age Red Drum Anglers  All Saltwater Anglers All Anglers
6-15 1% 1% 24.0%
16-17 1% 2% 4.1%
18-24 8.4% 7.5% 15.0%
25-34 31.7% 28.9% 14.7%
35-44 31.5% 32.3% 18.5%
45-54 20.0% 21.0% 11.1%
55-64 7.8% 9.6% 6.0%
65+ 4% 5% 6.6%
Totals 100.0% 100.0%* 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.3. Attitudes and values of surveyed red drum anglers (data from Kelso et al. 1991,

1992).

Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

The more fish | catch, the happier I am. 3% 11% 18% 40% 28%
A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 7% 16% 13% 46% 17%
caught,
A successful fishing trip is one during which 4% 23% 21% 36% 16%
many fish are caught. '
I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 5% 22% 23% 29% 21%
smaller fish.
When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 13% 37% 21% 21% 8%
catch a fish.
It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 10% 34% 18% 30% 8%
The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 3% 23% 23% 35% 16%
trip.
I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. 11% 29% 21% 28% 10%
I tike to fish where there are several kinds of fish 1% 2% 12% 56% 29%
to catch.
I want to keep all the fish I catch. 19% 45% 18% 11% 6%
I catch fish for sport and pleasure rather than for 10% 28% 26% 25% 11%
food.
I am just as happy if I release the fish I catch. 9% 31% 26% 24% 9%
I usually give away the fish I catch. 23% 45% 22% 9% 1%
I like to fish where I know I have a chance to 7% 24% 27% 25% 17%
catch a “trophy fish”.
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Table 2.4. Opinions of surveyed red drum anglers regarding management alternatives (data from
Kelso et al. 1991, 1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly | Oppose Neutral Support | Strongly
Oppose Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 2% 5% 5% 36% 52%

size limit).

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 12% 24% 17% 24% 22%

size limit).

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 11% 24% 29% 24% 12%

but keeping the fish above and below this range

(slot limit).

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 9% 23% 31% 25% 12%

releasing the fish above and below this range
(negative slot limit).

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 4% 7% 9% 43% 37%
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession

limits).

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted 15% 21% 19% 30% 16%
areas.

Having certain fishing areas closed during part of 13% 19% 18% 33% 18%
the year (closed season).

Prohibiting the use of certain types of sport 10% 14% 24% 29% 23%
fishing gear.

Prohibiting the use of certain types of bait. 14% 27% 32% 17% 10%
Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 10% 21% . 26% 30% 13%
in certain areas.

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 9% 18% 23% 34% 16%
during certain times of the year.

A voluntary catch and release program. 8% 13% 22% 35% 22%
A mandatory catch and release program. 20% 28% 24% 17% 11%
Stocking Florida largemouth bass in Louisiana. 1% 2% 15% 27% 55%
Stocking striped bass or hybrid striped bass in 3% 3% 17% 29% 48%
Louisiana.

Stocking grass carp in Louisiana. 13% 14% 42% 16% 15%
Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 1% 1% 13% 29% 56%
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Table 2.5. Percentage of responses of red drum anglers regarding preferred management goals of

size and catch limit regulations (data from Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish
Spotted Seatrout 114 72.8 15.8
Red Drum 6.1 59.6 342
Black Drum 5.6 68.2 262
Flounder 9.9 80.2 9.9
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is
designed to gain compliance of Fish and
Wildlife regulations as enacted through
legislative and commission mandates. For
performance evaluation factors used to
gauge overall compliance the division totals
citations issued in a particular user group for
a specific violation and compares that figure
to the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of
consistency when comparing numbers,
citations are used throughout the evaluation.
Citations are not necessarily cases that have
been adjudicated through the court system,
rather they represent the simple non-
compliance as observed by Enforcement
Agents through the initial issuance of that
citation. All citations represented in this
evaluation have been officially filed in the
respective court jurisdiction.

Findings
Recreational

Recreational red drum violations
have decreased 34% from 1994/95 to
present.

Recreational spotted seatrout

violations have decreased 30% since
1994/95 to present.

Commercial

There has been a 57% decrease in
commercial fishery violations involving

30

spotted seatrout and red drum since the
implementation of Act 1316.

These types of violations include:
selling red drum, taking/possessing red drum
or spotted seatrout illegally, Failing to abide
by the spotted seatrout closure, taking
spotted seatrout without permit and taking
undersized spotted seatrout commercially.

- The amount of spotted seatrout
seized has reduced by 65% over the past 3
years however, since the development of a
Special Investigation Unit the Enforcement
Division discovered in the years 95/96 over
40,000 pounds of spotted seatrout went
unreported by 14 commercial fishermen who
falsified fishery reports. In the years 96/97
the Enforcement Division discovered over
110,000 pounds of spotted seatrout
unreported by two wholesale/retail seafood
dealers.

Red drum seizures were also reduced
by approximately 30% overall, however the
amount of red drum reported imported into
the state has increased. Several cases have
been made using the importation reporting
requirements to launder Louisiana caught
red drum. These type cases are difficult to
make and require many man hours. As
much time as possible is dedicated in
detecting these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating
to spotted seatrout and red drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a

general reduction of overall on-water
violations observed relating to spotted
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seatrout and red drum. The commercial
figures may be partially biased by the overall
reduction in participants allowed in the
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.

However, the Enforcement Division
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where
under-reporting of spotted seatrout
purchases and sales are misrepresented to
circumvent the annual one million pound
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located
and seized in 96/97 than in any of the last
ten years. The seasonal fishing of gill nets
and night-time fishing prohibition has
allowed Enforcement Agents to closely
monitor the movement of nets on Louisiana
waters.

Overall participation of fishers
involved in recreational and commercial
fisheries in contacting the Department to
report violations regarding illegal fishing has
increased and greatly assisted the Division in
apprehending and deterring violators.
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DEFINITIONS
Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts ef al. (1991).

Catch - The total number or pounds of fish captured from an area over a period of time. This
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place
in an area different from where the fish are landed. '

Cohort - A group of fish spawned during a given period, usually within a year.

Fishing mortality rates - A measurement of the rate of removal of fish from a population by fishing.
Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual or instantaneous. Annual mortality is the
percentage of fish dying in one year. Instantaneous mortality is the rate at which fish die at any one
time. The acceptable rates of fishing mortality may vary from species to species.

Fishing year - An arbitrary 12-month period, usually beginning at the approximate average birth
date of a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing year is equivalent to a calendar year

GMFMC - Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. An agency, established by the federal
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which is charged with managing fisheries
in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico.

Harvest - The total number or pounds of fish caught and kept from an area over a period of time.
Note that landings, catch, and harvest are different.

Landings - The number or poundage of fish unloaded at a dock by commercial fishermen or
brought to shore by recreational fishermen for personal use. Landings are reported at the point
at which the fish are brought to shore.

LDWF - Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NMFS - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

MREFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey of marine recreational
fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an annual basis,

including annual estimates for Louisiana.

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing
stock assessments of fish under the charge of the Council.
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SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producing ability of all the mature
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist if the stock were unfished. Often
expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0.20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio of the total weight
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist if the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning production per recruit of a fished
population relative to the spawning production per recruit of an unfished population with otherwise
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit Also called "equilibrium" or "static %"
SPR.

Transitional SPR - The spawning production per recruit in a year relative to that which would
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year.
Also called "non-equilibrium”, "dynamic" and "unweighted transitional” SPR by some authors.

VPA - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that uses the number of fish harvested at
various ages and an estimate of natural mortality to estimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It also

provides an estimate of the number of fish in a cohort alive at various ages

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatched in a given year, a "generation" of fish. For red drum, this
is synonymous with "cohort."
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74,
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is requested to
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on the status of spotted seatrout, based on the most
current information available, which is annually due to the Legislature by September 1. The most
comprehensive report is that requested by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as
follows:

1) a profile of the species, its fisheries and a stock assessment that includes all available
sciences, including the biological, socioeconomic sciences and the enforcement experience
and

2) Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios

This document is the first report prepared by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries to provide the Commission with the information needed to fulfill their obligations as
outlined above. This report addresses each issue individually and uses the best data available to the
Department at this time.
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Part 1 - PROFILE, STOCK
ASSESSMENT AND BIOLOGICAL
CONDITION

A detailed biological profile document
entitled "A Biological and Fisheries Profile of
Louisiana Spotted Seatrout" (Bourgeois ef al.
1996) has been prepared by the Department,
and is attached to this document. The present
report updates that document with newly
acquired biological data and additional
information requested by the Legislative
Resolutions. Only bioprofile information that
has become available since publication of the
1996 profile and is significant to
understanding the life history of the species is
summarized here.

Biological Profile

Schirripa and Goodyear (1994)
simulated impacts of six possible management
options on spotted seatrout stocks in
Everglades National Park (ENP), Florida
using two biological reference points (Fyx
and F;,). They noted that male and female
spotted seatrout gonad sizes were smaller in
hypersaline conditions due possibly to greater
energy expenditures directed toward
osmoregulatory processes than reproduction
and stated "recent hypersaline conditions in
Florida Bay may have influenced directly
spotted seatrout recruitment”.

Murphy et al. (1995) investigated
short-term mortality of fish taken in Tampa
Bay, Florida by hook and line and "run-
around" gill nets. Although hooking mortality
was significantly influenced by hooking
location, overall hook and line mortality
averaged 4.6%. Overall spotted seatrout
mortality in gill nets averaged 28% as

compared with 74% mortalities for spotted
seatrout in Texas gill net studies (Chai et al.
1994) and mortality was significantly
influenced by water temperature. Higher
mortality rates (47-69%) were observed at
temperatures of 28-31 °C and lower rates (10-
40%) at temperatures of 16-23 ° C. The
authors reported that "in absolute terms the
number of spotted seatrout released from gill
nets that died in Florida in 1992 was 2 orders
of magnitude less than the number that died
after release from hook and line. They
suggested that mortality of released fish under
high fishing effort levels may reduce benefits
of harvest and creel regulations. Hook
position was found to be significantly
associated with mortality and identified the
most important factors associated with short-
term survival. Higher mortalities were
observed in gut hooked fish even if hook
removal did not occur.

Wisner et al. (1996) investigated
spotted seatrout spawning frequency and egg
production held in photo-thermal culture
systems regulated to simulate natural
spawning season. Female spotted seatrout on
average spawned once every 10.8 days and
consistently produced eggs over a 9-month
period between August and April.

Fishery-independent information on
availability of spotted seatrout in Louisiana is
collected as part of ongoing monitoring
surveys conducted by the Marine Fisheries
Division. Initial estimates of recruitment for
young-of-the-year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches
long are provided each summer and fall by
seine samples. The data are presented as
averages of catch per effort for the season.
Experimental gill nets are used to sample
older fish, with three mesh sizes of net being
used here as indices: 1-inch bar, 1.25-inch bar,
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and 1.5-inch bar mesh nets. Separate indices
are used here for January through March and
May-June to examine variation during cool
and warm seasons. Spotted seatrout are
distributed differently during these seasons,
with warm-season distributions being more
strongly influenced by salinity (i.e. higher
abundances are seen in higher salinities).
April and September are not considered in
either warm- or cool-season indices as these
are transition months, with highly variable
catch rates that are not indicative of the
adjacent seasons. Data for the entire warm
season (through August) or the fall months
(October-December) are not presented here
since that would not allow estimates of
abundance in 1997.

Unlike the case for red drum, where
fishery-independent estimates have
historically been well correlated with
recreational harvest, seine or gill net samples
do not seem to predict harvest of spotted
seatrout by  recreational fishermen.
Correlation with commercial harvest would be
problematic, since this harvest is regulated by
quota, which has restricted inter-annual
variability in harvest. Rather, gill net samples
do seem to perform as a measure of the stock
immediately available to fishermen in some
cases. Some data, though, does not correlate
well with recreational harvest estimates. The
gill net catch/effort data for May-June of
1988, for instance, is near the highest on
record. However, recreational harvest for the
year was below the long-term average.

Seine samples indicated strong
cohorts in 1987 and 1995 (Figure 1.1). The
remainder of the annual indices are relatively
consistent, with no clear trend over time.

Gill net indices indicate effects of the
freeze of December, 1989, that reduced
availability of spotted seatrout in the
following year (Figures 1.2 and 1.3).
Abundance of the smaller sizes of fish, taken
in the 1l-inch and 1.25-inch bar mesh nets,
showed a strong rebound during 1991
followed by an increase in the 1.5-inch bar
mesh index in 1992.

Stock Assessment and Methodology

A virtual population assessment
(VPA) developed by Gulland (1965), as
described by Jones (1984) was used to assess
the condition of the spotted seatrout stock in
Louisiana. This assessment technique uses
catch at age by the fishery for a specified time
period, typically on an annual basis, to provide
estimates of recruitment and fishing mortality
rates. The process begins with the oldest age
group and works backwards toward the time
when the fish first entered the fishery. The
prerequisites for this type of analysis include
an estimate of the fishing mortality rate for the
oldest age group, and an estimate of the
natural mortality rate at age which is usually
assumed to be constant for all ages.

Commercial and recreational catch
statistics providing a historic perspective of
the annual catch history are provided in
Figures 1.4 and 1.5. Much of the increase in
the proportion of spotted seatrout released by
anglers from 1987 to present (Figure 1.4) may
be attributed to the imposition of the
minimum size limit in that year.

As mentioned above, this type of
assessment requires annual age specific catch
data. Annual catch at age estimates for this
assessment were calculated by use of a growth
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model coupled with length frequency and
annual catch data collected from the fishery.
The growth parameters used to calculate age
at length were taken from a Von Bertalanfty
growth model developed by Wieting (1989)
for male and female spotted seatrout collected
from Louisiana. The length frequency data
used were from two sources, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Marine
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey
(MRFSS) 1980-1996 and a 1986 and 1990-
1996 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) coastwide commercial
fishery survey (CFS). Annual recreational and
commercial catch data were obtained from the
MRFSS estimated catch (Type A and B1) and
NMFS Louisiana Landings database
respectively. Catch type A from the MRFSS
are those fish actually observed by an
interviewer, and catch type B1 are those not
observed, but removed from the population.

Male and female spotted seatrout
exhibit significantly different growth rates as
reported by Wieting (1989); therefore, the
sexes were treated separately in the population
assessment. Due to statistically significant
differences in sex-specific growth rates
reported by Wieting (1989), researchers
involved with population assessment of
spotted seatrout should consider sex-specific
‘analysis. She reported the following growth
relationships by sex:

Male Lt = 527(1-3 -,339(1+_53))
Female L, = 605 (1-e -465(-03)) |

Growth models attempt to describe in an
equation the average incremental change in
length of fish at an actual observed age. There
are inaccuracies in using growth models to
predict a fish's age from its length, since

individual fish may have different growth
rates. The preferred method would be to
develop annual age-length keys to describe the
age distribution of the catch. The department
in 1994 initiated a system for production
ageing of spotted seatrout. At this point three
years (1994-1996) of age data has been
collected. In order to use an annual age-length
key in an assessment at least two more years
of data are required.

Natural mortality rates were estimated
by using Pauly’s (1980) equation:

Log M = a - b(Log Linf) + c(Log K) + d(Log
Temperature)

where: a= -0.015; b= 0.279; c= 0.654; d=
0.463; and Linf and K are Von Bertalanffy
growth parameters by sex derived from
Wieting (1989). Mean annual temperatures
from Louisiana’s Finfish Monitoring Program
were used from the program’s inception in
1986. On average M for male and female
were 0.36 and 0.42 respectively. The VPA for
each cohort was run by using an M of 0.3 for
males and females in order to reduce the
possibility of overestimating the impact of
natural mortality on instantaneous total
mortality (Z) resulting from the analysis.

Each cohort beginning with 1981 was
analyzed in the VPA by assuming constant M
for all ages and a terminal fishing mortality
rate for ages 5 and older. In choosing a
terminal fishing mortality rate for a given M
we assumed that Z is constant beyond age 4.
Therefore, terminal fishing mortality rates for
ages 5 and above should not be greater than at
age 4, but should be approximately the same.
What results from the analysis is a terminal
fishing mortality rate by sex. The VPA was
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then run to provide estimates of number of
fish and mortality for each cohort at each age.

The results of the VPA were then used
to assess the fishery's impact on the spawning
stock. A maturity schedule was developed
based on analysis of the LDWF fishery-
independent finfish sampling program.
Maturity of female trout was based on
categorical analysis of gonads as to their stage
of maturity and activity. A length-based
nonlinear curve was fitted to the data, which
described the percent of the females at any
given length that were mature based on this
criterion. Annual spawning stock biomass
estimates were derived as the product of the
number at age, from the VPA, multiplied by
the estimated weight at age and the fractional
maturity derived from the maturity schedule.
Length/weight regressions described by
Wieting (1989), along with the previously
described growth equations were used to
estimate weight at age:

Male whole wt. = 1 x 10 (TL?**)
Female whole wt.=1.17 x 10 (TL2'97)

Spawning potential ratios (SPR) by
year and sex (unweighted transitional SPR)
were examined as a means of evaluating the
impact of historic fishing pressure on the
present-day spawning stock (Figure 1.6).

Spawning potential ratios (SPR) by
cohort and sex (static SPR) were examined as
a means of evaluating the long term impact of
current fishing pressure on the future
spawning stock. Static spawning potential
ratio is determined by dividing a cohort's
accumulated spawning stock biomass
resulting from fishing by that of an unfished
condition. The result is expressed as a

percentage and reflects the long term impact
of current fishing mortality on that cohort's
spawning potential (Figure 1.7).

Conservation Standard

Conservation standards are based on
one of a number of biological measures of the
dynamics of fish stocks, that are intended to
protect the viability of that stock for future
generations. These standards have historically
been based on different measures of the
dynamics of fish stocks, depending on the data
available, the needs of fishery and of the
resource. Conservation standards should be
separated into two types: a conservation
threshold which is entirely biologically based,
and a conservation target which considers
biological measures modified by relevant
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation  “thresholds”  are
intended to provide a biological baseline for
harvest of a fish stock based on stock recruit
relationships, or other biological parameters
specific to the stock, if possible. This baseline
standard, below which the stock should not be
allowed to go, has been described as a
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also
been referred to as an “overfishing level”
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”,
management “targets” may be set, which
provide for other management goals in the
fishery. Such goals may be in terms of yield
in weight, yield in numbers of fish, catch rate
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment,
profit, or some other goal. These conservation
targets must be set at a fishing rate below the
“threshold” in order to ensure that the
biological integrity of the stock is not
compromised by fishing. ’
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Recently, use of a stock measure,
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
spawning potential ratio (SPR) has become
widely used as a basis for the conservation
standard. This measure compares the either
the estimated female egg production ability, or
spawning biomass of the stock that survive
fishing, with the estimated egg production or
biomass of the stock under wunfished
conditions. The analysis does not take into
account any density-dependent relationships
due to the changes in the size of the fished
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by
Gabriel et al. (1984) and refined by Goodyear
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass
(or egg production) per recruit, below which
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future
recruitment, and below which the fishery
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be
evaluated from information on the stock in
question. However, the information base
necessary to adequately describe this level is
often not available. In such cases, it has been
recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
SPR of 20% be used as a “threshold” in
absence of sufficient evidence to provide a
standard specific to the stock in question.
This standard is also based on work on North
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel ef al. 1984,
Gabriel 1985). A SSBR of 35% has been
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20%
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A
SSBR of 8-13% has been demonstrated to be
sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987).

Mace and Sissenwine (1993)
examined 90 stocks of 27 species, and
recommended that 30% SPR be maintained
when there is no other basis for estimating the

replacement level. That level is sufficient for
80% of the stocks considered by those
authors. They also noted that 30% may be
overly conservative for an "average" stock.
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks
they considered was 18.7% while the most
resilient quarter of the stocks considered
required a maximum Fp of 8.6% SPR.
Three-quarters of the stocks required a
maximum Fyg, of 27.1% SPR.

The use of any measure of health of a
fish stock as a perfect index is arguable.
Intuitively it seems more logical that growth
overfishing would occur at a much lower
fishing rate than would threaten recruitment.
However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993)
provide information to suggest that some
stocks may have reduced levels of
recruitment at levels of fishing that would not
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable
position for making recommendations on
appropriate levels of fishing for a stock is to
base those recommendations on actual
measures of spawning stock and recruitment
for that species, in the same fishery. This
requires a base of information on that fishery
that requires monitoring of both the stock and
the fishery over a variety of conditions.
Without this information, inappropriate
conservation  standards may  either
underestimate or overestimate the potential of
the fishery. If the potential is underestimated,
society loses the economic and social benefits
of the harvest. If the potential is
overestimated, society also loses the benefits
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go
through some period of rebuilding, when
effort must be reduced from the
non-sustainable levels (Hilborn and Walters
1993). Some researchers have speculated that
over-harvest of some stocks may lead to their
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often
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less preferred stocks. The frequency of such
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred
over time in the Grand Banks area, where
prolonged, intense harvest of cod and haddock
have been implicated in gradual increases in
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD -
NEFSC 1993).

In prior analyses of the Louisiana
spotted seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we
recommended a threshold SPR of 15% after
analysis of several years of available data. A
more recent reassessment of threshold SPR for
spotted seatrout by the department resulted in
amedian SPR of 18%. The change from 15%
to 18% was due to changes in the
methodology of the assessment, specifically
the use of an improved maturity schedule with
additional data from Louisiana specimens and
the incorporation of the method used by
Gabriel (Gabriel et al. 1984, Gabriel, 1985) to
estimate median SPR.

It is important to understand that the
absolute value of SPR used to establish a
threshold and conservation standard may
change depending on improvements in
methodology or data that go into any
assessment. SPR should be used as an index
of spawning potential measuring changes over
time.

The threshold spawning potential
estimated for spotted seatrout is 18%
unweighted SPR. What this means is that we
believe there is a possible risk of adversely
impacting recruitment if unweighted SPR is
allowed to remain below 18%. In order to
avoid going below the threshold, the

department has adopted the following
conservation standard.

For_spotted seatrout, fishing regulations
should not allow cumulative fishing mortality
rates to reduce the spawning potential of a
cohort on average below 18% static SPR.

This conservation standard is designed
to stabilize the spawning potential of a cohort
at or above the median level found in the
1980's, where existing evidence indicates that
the spawning stock had not been reduced to a
level that would adversely impact recruitment.

Biological Condition (Status of the Stock)

The current (1996) status of the stock
defined as the unweighted transitional SPR is
21.6% which is the highest level estimated
since 1986 (Figure 1.6). Static SPR that
measures the impact of current fishing
mortality rates on the spawning stock is 21.7%
which is above the conservation standard of
18% described above (Figure 1.7). Estimated
spawning biomass of females in 1986 is
higher than any other year in the assessment
(1980-1986) (Figure 1.8). If fishing mortality
rates continue at current levels the spawning
stock should not be reduced below a level that
would cause recruitment overfishing.

Total Allowable Harvest with Probable

Allocation Scenarios

Fishing mortality may be either
regulated directly, as through adjustable
quotas, etc., or indirectly as with size limits,
seasons, creel or possession limits, etc.
Indirect limits are intended either to protect a
certain segment of the population from harvest
as by size limits, or to partially regulate
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fishing effort through restricting the ability of
harvesters to capture the fish. The current
regulations of bag and size limits only
partially control or limit fishing effort.

Although current fishing mortality
rates provide a static SPR (21.7%), which is
above the threshold conservation standard of
18%, the department would recommend no
change in current regulations that would
increase fishing mortality. There are two
reasons that we base this recommendation.
One is the fact that fishing effort under current
regulations is only partially controlled and
may increase if more individuals enter the
fishery or if the individuals currently in the
fishery fish more. The second is the that the
current measure of static SPR is not that far
above the established threshold.

If fishing mortality rates increase
under current regulations to a point that the
conservation standard is exceeded (below
18% SPR), the department would recommend
regulations be changed to reduce fishing
mortality to safer levels (above 18% SPR).

References

Bourgeois, M.J., V. Guillory and H. Blanchet. 1996 A biological and fisheries profile of Louisiana spotted
seatrout Cynoscion nebulosus. La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Office of Fisheries.
Fisheries Management Plan Series No. 3 Part 1. 104 p.

Chai, P., L.W. McEachron, K.W. Rice and G.C. Matlock. 1994. Mortality of spotted seatrout, red drum and
black drum caught in gill nets. Proceedings of the Annual Conference Southeastern Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 46(1992):434-439.

Conservation and Utilization Di-vision, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. 1993. Status of fishery
resources off the Northeastern United States for 1993. NOAA Tech. Mem. NMFS-F/NEC-101. 140

pp-
Gabriel, W.L. 1985. Spawning stock biomass per recruit analysis for seven Northwestern Atlantic demersal

finfish species. National Marine Fisheries Service Northeast Fisheries Center, Woods Hole
Laboratory Reference Document No. 85-04.

9 Spotted Seatrout - 1997



Gabriel, W.L., W.J. Overholtz, S.A. Murawski and R.K. Mayo. 1984. Spawning stock biomass per recruit

analysis for seven Northwestern Atlantic demersal finfish species. Spring 1984. National Marine
Fisheries Service Northeast Fisheries Center, Woods Hole Laboratory Reference Document No. 84-
23. ’

Goodyear, C.P. 1989. Spawning stock biomass per recruit: the biological basis for a fisheries management
tool. ICCAT Working Document SCRS/89/82. 10 p.

Goodyear, C.P. 1991. Some thoughts on biological reference points based on fishing mortality, spawning
stock biomass and spawning stock biomass per recruit. NMFS-SEFC, Miami Laboratory
Contribution MIA - 90/91 - 57. 7 p.

GMFMC 1995. Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS): Amendment 8 to the Fishery
Management Plan for Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources in the Gulf of Mexico and South
Atlantic. Draft of 10/25/95, Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council. 84 pp.+3 pp. appendix.

Hilborn, R and C. J. Walters 1992. Quantitative Fisheries Stock Assesment: Choice, Dynamics and
Uncertainty. Chapman and Hall, N.Y. 570 pp.

LDWEF. 1991 A stock assessment for Louisiana spotted seatrout, Cynoscion nebulosus. LDWF Fishery
Management Plan Series, Number 3 Part 2 (Draft).

Mace, P.M. and M. P. Sissenwine. 1993. How much spawning per recruit is enough? pp. 101- 118 in: S.
J. Smith, J. J. Hunt and D. Rivard (eds.) Risk Evaluation and Biological Reference Points for
Fisheries Management. Can. Spec. Publ. Fish. Aq. Sci. 120. 442 pp.

Murphy, M.D., R.F. Heagey, V.H. Neugebauer, M.D. Gordon and J.L. Hintz. 1995. Mortality of spotted
seatrout released from gill net and hook-and-line gear in Florida. North American Journal of
Fisheries Management 15:748-753.

Pauly, D. 1980. On the interrelationships between natural mortality, growth parameters, and mean
environmental temperature in 175 fish stocks. J. Cons. int. Explor. Mer 39(2):175- 192.

Schirripa, M.J. and C.P. Goodyear. 1994. Simulation modeling of conservation standards for spotted
seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus) in Everglades National Park. Bulletin of Marine Science 54(3):1019-
1035.

Vaughan, D.S. 1987. A stock assessment of the gulf menhaden, Brevoortia patronus, fishery. NOAA
NMEFS Technical Report 58, 18 p.

Wieting, D. S. 1989. Age, growth, and fecundity of spotted seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus) in Louisiana.
Master's Thesis. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge.

10 Spotted Seatrout - 1997



Wisner, B.B., K.L. Mertz and T.R. Capo. 1996. Spawning frequency and egg production of captive spotted
seatrout. Progressive Fish Culturist 58:434-439.

11 Spotted Seatrout - 1997



Figures

Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Seine Samples
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Figure 1.1. Catch per effort in seine samples from July through October of each year. Catch
per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same season, i.e. the

long-term average equals 1. The mean salinity at seine stations for the same time period is also
plotted.

Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Gill Net Samples
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Figure 1.2.. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels from January through March of

each year. Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same
season, i.e. the long-term average equals 1.
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Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Gill Net Samples
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Figure 1.3. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels in May and June of each year.
Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same season,
i.e. the long-term average equals 1.
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Louisiana's Recreational Catch of Spotted Seatrout
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Figure 1.4. Recreational catch, harvest and release of spotted seatrout in Louisiana, expressed
as numbers of fish. Data from NMFS Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey.
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Louisiana's Harvest of Spotted Seatrout
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Figure 1.5. Total, recreational and commercial harvest of spotted seatrout from Louisiana
waters., in terms of millions of pounds of fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey,

commercial data from NMFS commercial landings database.
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Figure 1.6. Unweighted transitional SPR for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana, calculated
on annual basis.
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Figure 1.7. Static SPR by cohort for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana.
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Figure 1.8. Trends in female spawning biomass for spotted seatrout in Louisiana, as estimated

from the VPA.
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Part 2 - SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS

2.1 Commercial Fishery

National Marine Fisheries Service
preliminary estimates of 1996 commercial
landings of spotted seatrout in Louisiana
totaled 774,474 pounds, worth $713,381 at
dockside, for an average price per pound of
$.921. While landings were up
approximately 116,000 pounds over 1995,
the price per pound declined $.03, resulting
in an increase in value of landings of
$87,368 compared to 1995. The 1996
average price was the lowest since the 1990
peak of $1.54 per pound.

Act 1316 mandated that certain income,
prior-year license, and fishery violation
requirements be met in order to purchase a
spotted seatrout permit. Upon meeting the
requirements, 186 individuals were issued
1996 Resident Spotted Seatrout Permits.
There were no Non-Resident Spotted
Seatrout Permits issued.

The total landings estimate divided by the
number of permit holders yields an average
harvest of 4,164 pounds worth $3,835 per
permit holder in 1996. There may well be a
wide range of harvest amounts across the
group, but no individual fisherman data exist
to analyze this.

Using the two (or three) prior year tax
returns (from 1993, 1994, or 1995) provided
by permit applicants, certain information
from the 186 permit holders was analyzed. It
should be noted that these figures are for
prior years, not 1996, and sixteen permit
holders submitted three tax returns instead of
the mandated two, so they influenced the
results more than the other 170 individuals.
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Of the 388 returns, 32.2% of the returns
indicated filing status as single, 64.4% as
married filing jointly, and 3.4% as head of
household. The average number of
exemptions claimed on all returns was 2.7.

Across all 388 tax returns, the average total
income was $11,870, with a median of
$8,310, and a range of (-$193,417) to
$234,711. The frequency distribution of total
income from the 388 returns is as follows:

Total Income _# %

Less than 0 30 7.7%
0 to $2,500 50 12.9%
$2,501 to $5,000 50 12.9%
$5,001 to $10,000 85 21.9%
$10,001 to $15,000 68 17.5%
$15,001 to $20,000 40 10.3%
$20,001 to $25,000 27 - 7.0%
$25,001 to $50,000 25 6.4%
$50,001 to $75,000 6 1.5%
$75,001 to $100,000 5 1.3%
> $100,000 _2 5%

Totals 388 100.0%*

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to
rounding.

Wages were earned by the applicant on 93
of the returns, with average wages earned (as
reported on W-2 Forms) of $12,102. Wages
earned by the spouse were reported on 45 of
the returns, at an average of $11,194. The
frequency distribution of wages for permit
holders and spouses is illustrated in Table
2.1.

Schedule C, reporting business income, was
included in 376 of the returns. Net self-
employment income from all businesses
(including fishing) as reported on Schedule C
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averaged $5,418, with a median of $4,947,
and a range of (-$203,689) to $93,133.
Business income reported on the tax returns
displayed the following frequency
distribution:

Business Income # %
Less than $0 49 13.0%
$0 to $2,500 78 20.7%
$2,501 to $5,000 63 16.8%
$5,001 to $10,000 97 25.8%
$10,001 to $15,000 53 14.1%
$15,001 to $20,000 16 4.3%
$20,001 to $25,000 11 2.9%
$25,001 to $50,000 8 21%
$50,001 to $75,000 0 --
$75,001 to $100,000 1 3%
> $100,000 0 -
Totals 376 100.0%

Based on the latest year tax return submitted,
the permit holders were located in the
following parishes:

Parish # Y
Plaquemines 88 47.3%
Jefferson 24 12.9%
Terrebonne 20 10.8%
St. Bernard 17 9.1%
Lafourche 11 5.9%
Cameron 8 4.3%
St. Tammany 6 3.2%
St. Mary 3 1.6%
Orleans 3 1.6%
Other (5 parishes) _6 3.2%

Totals 186 100%
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2.2 Recreational Fishery
22.1

Participation in Recreational
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to
increase in popularity with Louisiana
residents, as evidenced by increasing
saltwater license sales by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF). Licensed resident saltwater anglers
increased from 206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY)
1990-91 t0 299,860 in FY 1995-96, an
increase of 45.5%. Since residents younger
than 16 years of age or over 59 years of age
are exempt from license requirements, these
figures are less than the total number of
resident saltwater anglers. Using age
stratified participation data from the 1991
National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and

Wildlife-Associated Recreation (U.S.
Department of the Interior, 1993b), an

estimated 34% of resident anglers are not
required to purchase a fishing license.
Combining this estimate with the license sale
figures from above yields an estimated
resident participation level in saltwater
recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of
approximately 454,000. The Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales

- from FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase

of approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91
level of 27,758. Non-residents younger than
16 years of age are exempt from licensing
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife -
Service in 1991 (U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1993a) estimated that 26.7% of total
anglers in the east south-central and west
south-central states were younger than 16
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years of age. Combining this estimate with
the license sale figure yields an estimate of
approximately 63,000 non-resident saltwater
anglers in FY 1995-96. MRFSS estimated
approximately 80,000 non-resident saltwater
anglers in 1996. This estimate was based on
a small sample size and has a wide margin of
error.

2.2.2 Participants Targeting Spotted

Seatrout

Spotted seatrout and red drum have
historically been the two species of choice
for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data
summarized.in Table 2.2 indicate that over
time a higher percentage of anglers are
targeting certain species, inferring the
possibility of increasing angler sophistication
and more specific fishing techniques to target
their preferred species.

In comparing the percentages of anglers that
targeted spotted seatrout and red drum, the
period from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991,
when 49% of the surveyed anglers said they
were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and
comparing averages for the five year period
from 1992-1996, yields preference
percentages of 36% and 32% for spotted
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The
percentage of surveyed anglers targeting red
drum exceeded the percentage targeting
spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.

2.2.3 Characteristics of Anglers Targeting
Spotted Seatrout

Using datasets from three surveys (Kelso et
al. 1991, 1992 and 1994), characteristics of
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anglers who identified spotted seatrout as
their primary target species were analyzed.

Parish of Residence

Based on data from the 1991 and 1993
surveys (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), a large
proportion of spotted seatrout anglers reside
in the southeastern part of Louisiana, as
would be expected given the population and
access to coastal waters in that region. Over
50% of respondents who targeted spotted
seatrout lived in five parishes, and over 75%
lived in 11 parishes, as shown below:

% of Spotted

Parish Seatrout Anglers
Jefferson 19.83%
E. Baton Rouge 9.44%
St. Tammany 7.45%
Orleans 7.36%
Lafourche 7.36%
Terrebonne 5.63%
St. Bernard 5.19%
Lafayette 4.85%
Calcasieu 4.24%
St. Charles 2.68%
Ascension 2.51%
44 other parishes 23.46%

Total 100.00%
Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license
holders, and therefore were primarily
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59
years of age. The frequency distribution of
anglers from the combined survey data who
targeted spotted seatrout is shown in Table
2.3, along with the age distribution for all
anglers from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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survey (U.S. Department of the Interior,
1993b).

Income

Spotted seatrout anglers, based on data from .
the 1991 and 1993 surveys by Kelso et al.
(Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), were more affluent
than the general population of Louisiana.
The 1993 median household income for
Louisiana residents as reported in the
Statistical Abstract of the United States -
1995 (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1995)
was $26,312. The median household income
of spotted seatrout anglers from the
combined 1991 and 1993 survey data (Kelso
et al. 1992, 1994) fell in the $40,000-$44,999
range. The frequency distribution of
household income from the combined
surveys of anglers targeting spotted seatrout
is shown below.

Percentage
Household Income of respondents
< $10,000 4.09%
$10,000 - $14,999 3.36%
$15,000 - $19,999 3.36%
$20,000 - $24,999 5.91%
$25,000 - $29,999 7.27%
$30,000 - $34,999 10.45%
$35,000 - $39,999 11.27%
$40,000 - $44,999 9.55%
$45,000 - $49,999 6.82%
$50,000 - $54,999 7.64%
$55,000 - $59,999 5.09%
$60,000 + 25.18%

Totals 100.00%*

* Percentages do not add to 100.00% due
to rounding.
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Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991, 1992) questioned respondents about
their general values and attitudes regarding
fishing. The combined results from the two
surveys are displayed in Table 2.4.

The surveyed spotted seatrout anglers agreed

that they were happier the more fish they
caught, but that a trip could be successful
even if no fish were caught. It did matter to
them what type of fish they caught, but they
overwhelmingly stated that they liked to fish
where there were several kinds of fish. Most
did not want to keep all the fish they caught,
but neither did they usually give what they
kept away, indicating that for most eating
their catch was part of their enjoyment from
fishing.

Opinions toward Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso
et al. 1991, 1992) were also asked their
opinions about several regulation and
program strategies. The feelings of spotted
seatrout anglers toward management
alternatives, summarized from the 1990 and
1991 survey data, are illustrated in Table 2.5.

Strong majorities of the spotted seatrout
anglers who responded to the survey either
supported or strongly supported minimum
size limits, creel limits, and stocking
largemouth bass, striped bass, and red drum.
Pluralities or slight majorities supported
maximum size limits, restricted areas, closed
seasons, gear prohibitions, prohibiting
certain species in certain areas or times of the
year, and voluntary catch and release
programs. Opinions were fairly balanced to
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the ideas of slot limits, negative slot limits,
and stocking grass carp. Pluralities of the
anglers opposed the prohibition of certain
types of bait and mandatory catch and release
programs.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso, et al. 1994),
anglers were asked whether they would
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or
3) regulations designed to provide more,
smaller fish. The question was asked
conceming four species: spotted seatrout, red
drum, black drum, and flounder. Responses
of spotted seatrout anglers are reported in
Table 2.6.

A majority of the anglers preferred current
regulations for all four species.
Approximately one-fourth stated that they
would prefer red drum to be managed for
more, smaller fish.

2.2 tted Seatrout

Expenditures of
Anglers

There is no “clean” method of attributing
angler expenditures to a certain species of
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular
species, and even those who do target a
species derive some enjoyment from
catching a variety of fish (see fishing values
and attitudes section above). Many anglers
use their equipment to fish both saltwater
and freshwater. Other factors that contribute
to angler enjoyment (utility) of fishing trips,
aside from the actual experience of catching
fish, are non-fish factors such as being in the
outdoors, boating, camping, being with
friends and family, etc. These activities
would carry on to some degree regardless of
the availability of certain species of fish, or
of fishing in general.
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Recreational expenditures also can be shifted
between activities. If an angler were forced
to stop fishing, his or her recreational time
and dollars would likely be shifted to other
activities such as golf; sporting events,
hunting, etc.

Keeping these caveats in mind, one method
of valuing the contribution of recreational
fishing for spotted seatrout to the State’s
economy is to estimate the expenditures of
anglers who target spotted seatrout.

Southwick (1997) estimated that
approximately $450 million was spent by
marine recreational anglers in 1996 for
expenses including meals, lodging, travel,
and equipment.

Using the $450 million dollar estimate for
annual expenditures by saltwater recreational
anglers, and the 29.64% of anglers specifying
spotted seatrout as their primary target
species (MRFSS), results in an estimated
$133 million of annual expenditures by
anglers targeting spotted seatrout.

While direct expenditures are one measure of
an activity’s contribution to the state’s
economy, a measure of “willingness-to-pay”
would better measure the value society
places on that activity. The amount
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish
for spotted seatrout, minus their direct
expenditures, equals their “consumer

_ surplus” resulting from the activity of fishing

for spotted seatrout. Consumer surplus is the
amount that utility (pleasure or benefit
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s
direct expenditures. More research needs to
be undertaken to obtain accurate and updated
estimates of Louisiana anglers’ willingness

to pay.
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Tables

Table 2.1. Wages reported on submitted Federal income tax returns (2-3 years from
1993-1995) of spotted seatrout permit holders who qualified under Act 1316
provisions (Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 1997).

Wages Earned By Applicant By Applicant By Spouse By Spouse
(# of Returns) (% of Returns) (#of Returns) (% of Returns)
$0 295 : 76.0% 205 ' 82.0%
$1 to $2,500 26 6.7% 11 4.4%
$2,501 to $5,000 18 4.6% 6 2.4%
$5,001 to $10,000 16 4.1% 12 4.8%
$10,001 to $15,000 13 3.4% 9 3.6%
$15,001 to $20,000 6 1.5% 2 8%
$20,001 to $25,000 4 1.0% 1 4%
$25,001 to $50,000 6 1.5% 2 8%
$50,001 to $75,000 2 5% 1 4%
$75,001 to $100,000 1 3% 1 4%
>$100,000 —1 3% 0 =
Totals 88 100.0%* 250 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.2. Target species preferences of recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service 1981-1996).

% Targeting % Indicating a % Targeting % Targeting
Time Period No Species Target Species Spt. Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% 16%
1986-1990 29% 71% 40% 23%
1991-1996 23% . 77% 38% 30%

Table 2.3. Age distribution of surveyed anglers who specified their age.

Licensed Spotted Seatrout Anglers  All Anglers

1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined 1991

Age (Kelso et al, 1991, 1992, 1994) (U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1993b)
6-15 1% 24.0%
16-17 2% 4.1%
18-24 6.0% 15.0%
25-34 27.3% 14.7%
35-44 34.1% 18.5%
45-54 22.0% 11.1%
55-64 9.9% 6.0%
65+ 3% _6.6%

Total 100.0%* 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.4. Attitudes and values of surveyed spotted seatrout anglers (data from Kelso et al. 1991,

1992).

Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 4% 13% 16% 43% 25%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 8% 16% 13% 48% 16%

caught. .

A successful fishing trip is one during which 3% 23% 21% 38% 14%

many fish are caught.

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 5% 28% 23% 27% 16%

smaller fish.

When I go fishing, I'm just as happy if I don’t 14% 43% 19% 19% 6%

catch a fish.

It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 11% . 43% 15% 26% 5%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 4% 27% 23% 32% 13%

trip.

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. 9% 35% 21% 25% 9%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of fish 1% 5% 14% 57% 24%

to catch. ‘

I want to keep all the fish I catch, 19% 47% 17% | 12% 5%

I catch fish for sport and pleasure rather than for 7% 27% 28% 27% 10%

food.

1 am just as happy if I release the fish I catch. 8% 35% 26% 22% 8%

T usually give away the fish I catch. 20% 46% 23% 9% 1%

I like to fish where I know I have a chance to 7% 28% 26% 24% 15%

catch a “trophy fish”.
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Table 2.5. Opinions of surveyed spotted seatrout anglers regarding management alternatives (data

from Kelso et al. 1991, 1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly | Oppose Neutral Support Strongly
Oppose Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 2% 4% 5% 35% 54%

size limit).

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 11% 23% 17% 26% 23%

size limit). o

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 11% 24% 30% 24% 11%

but keeping the fish above and below this range ’

(slot limit).

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 10% 22% 30% 27% 11%

releasing the fish above and below this range :

(negative slot limit).

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 4% 6% 8% 47% 36%

fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession

limits).

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted 11% 18% 22% 34% 16%

areas.

Having certain fishing areas closed during part of 10% 18% 18% 37% 17%

the year (closed season).

Prohibiting the use of certain types of sport 8% 15% 24% 29% 24%

fishing gear.

Prohibiting the use of certain types of bait. 14% 28% 30% 20% 9%

Not being aliowed to keep certain species of fish 8% 20% 26% 33% 13%

in certain areas.

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 8% 18% 23% 37% 15%

during certain times of the year.

A voluntary catch and release program., 8% 14% 23% 37% 19%

A mandatory catch and release program. 18% 27% 23% 20% 12%

Stocking Florida largemouth bass in Louisiana, 2% 2% 19% 29% 49%

Stocking striped bass or hybrid striped bass in 3% 2% 22% 32% 41%

Louisiana.

Stocking grass carp in Louisiana. 14% 11% 46% 16% 12%

Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 2% 2% 15% 34% 48%
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Table 2.6. Percentage of responses of spotted seatrout anglers regarding preferred management
goals of size and catch limit regulations (data from Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish
Spotted Seatrout 6.8% 79.0% 14.2%
Red Drum 8.6% 65.1% 26.3%
Black Drum 13.1% 76.9% 10.0%
Flounder 12.0% 81.9% 6.0%
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1997 Report
Part III

The Law Enforcement Experience
in the Louisiana Spotted Seatrout Fishery

by

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Law Enforcement Division

Lt. Col. Charlie Clark
Lt. Jeff Mayne

2000 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

August 7, 1997
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is designed
to gain compliance of Fish and Wildlife
regulations as enacted through legislative
and commission mandates. For performance
evaluation factors used to gauge overall
compliance the division totals citations
issued in a particular user group for a
specific violation and compares that figure to
the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of
consistency when comparing numbers,
citations are used throughout the evaluation.
Citations are not necessarily cases that have
been adjudicated through the court system,
rather they represent the simple non-
compliance as observed by Enforcement
Agents through the initial issuance of that
citation. All citation represented in this
evaluation have been officially filed in the
perspective court jurisdiction.

Findings
Recreational

Recreational Red Drum violations
have decreased 34% from 1994/95 to
present.

Recreational Spotted Seatrout
violations have decreased 30% since 1994/95
to present.

Commercial

There has been a 57% decrease in
commercial fishery violations involving
Spotted Seatrout and Red Drum since the
implementation of Act 1316.

These types of violations include:
Selling Red Drum, Taking/Possessing Red
Drum or Spotted Seatrout illegally, Failing to
abide by the Spotted Seatrout Closure,
Taking Spotted Seatrout without permit and
Taking Undersize Spotted Seatrout
commercially.

The amount of Spotted Seatrout
seized has reduced by 65% over the past 3
years however, since the development of a
Special Investigation Unit the Enforcement
Division discovered in the years 95/96 over
40,000 pounds of Spotted Seatrout went
unreported by 14 commercial fishermen who
falsified fishery reports. In the years 96/97
the Enforcement Division discovered over
110,000 pounds of Spotted Seatrout
unreported by two wholesale/retail seafood
dealers.

Red Drum seizures were also reduced
by approximately 30% overall, however the
amount of Red Drum reported imported into
the state has increased. Several cases have
been made using the importation reporting
requirements to launder Louisiana caught
Red Drum. These type cases are difficult to
make and require many man hours. As much
time as possible is dedicated in detecting
these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating
to Spotted Trout and Red Drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a
general reduction of overall on-water
violations observed relating to Spotted
Seatrout and Red Drum. The commercial
figures may be partially biased by the overall
reduction in participants allowed in the
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.
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However, the Enforcement Division
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where
under-reporting of Spotted Seatrout
purchases and sales are misrepresented to
circumvent the annual one million pound
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located
and seized in 96/97 than in any of the last ten
years. The seasonal fishing of gill nets and
night-time fishing prohibition has allowed
Enforcement Agents to closely monitor the
movement of nets on Louisiana waters.

Overall participation of fishers
involved in recreational and commercial
fisheries in contacting the Department to
report violations regarding illegal fishing has
increased and greatly assisted the Division in
apprehending and deterring violators.
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August 19,

Honorable Randy Ewing
Senate President

P.O. Box 94183

State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable Hunt Downer

" Speaker of the House

P.O. Box 94062

State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9062

Gentlemz; /e?uegv"ejéy
LI ToOmMpenee—with

1997

Honorable Craig Romero
Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Natural Resources

State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable John R. Smith
Chairman of the House Committee
on Natural Resources

State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

! HR 74, HCR 207 and SCR 148 of the 1997
Regular Session of the Legislature enclosed are the annual reports

on red drum and spotted seatrout.

These reports were adopted by

the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its August 7,

1997 Meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

JHJ :sch
Enclosures



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, August 7, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman McCall
Glynn Carver
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Chairman Babin called for a mo
1997 Commission Minutes. A n
Commissioner Carver and secongdsé
motion passed with no opposi

A Declaration of Emerge
Fees was presented by Mr '

he emergency request was
non-resident basic and

? Then he stated the
but some of the old licenses
1 the new licenses are printed.
a motion to accept the Declaration of
er seconded the motion and it passed

{(The full text of the Declaration of
Emergency is made a part of the
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Pepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

cordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and under the authorlty of R.S. 56:6(28), the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may
purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing
licenses:



(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for
a fee of $1o0. This three-day license shall be valid for three
consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and
saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

ftslature,
licenses
fiths will be
$31, and the

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 L
effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresid
available to the publlc for a period of two to th
the nonresident basic fishing license wi#
nonresident saltwater fishing license wi
repealed the seven-day nonresident ba

Act created a three-day saltwater f
$20, and increased the established
fishing license from $10 to $20. It wi two to three months
to have these licenses printed and dig statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to 3 : ute these new
three-day nonresident licenses, % b have available
nonresident trip fishing licengg :
available will serve as a
public and will have dire e
loss of revenue associated:
activity.

Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Concordia Parishes was presented
ted the proposed action would allow for
House District 20. The rule for the
t the July's Commission Meeting listed
use of pending legislation. After the
vernor vetoed the legislation. Mr. Bateman
on of Emergency be approved to change it
ff originally recommended in March. Mr.
‘staff was very pleased the Governor took the
ner Cormier asked Mr. Bateman to address an issue
of squirrel and rabbit season along with
Areas 3 and 7§’ Chairman Babin felt this was not
te time to bring this item up since it was a separate
ssioner Cormier asked if the Commission could vote on
em” separately? Mr. Don Puckett suggested Commissioner
s item be taken up after discussing the either sex hunting.
Then Mr. Puckett stated, since this was not a specific item on the
agenda, a two-thirds vote would be needed to discuss and take
action. Commissioner Gattle made a motion to accept the Resolution
and Declaration of Emergency on either sex hunting as presented by
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Mr. Bateman. Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION .

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMME SION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND
August 7, 1997

The follow1ng was adopted by the Louis
Commission at its regular Commission
LA, August 7, 1997.

the House and Senate
ither sex hunting in
irdia, and Franklin
istrict 20, and

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed
and this bill would have clos
portions of Caldwell, Cataho
parishes designated as Rep?¥

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife
passed regulations tHA 3
hunting in those pgr *1shes listed above

WHEREAS, i 113 A y "law, the Governor of the
i ) , and
WHEREAS, y i V le tool for deer management

portions of Caldwell, Catahoula,
ranklin parishes de51gnated as House
ve District 20 by Declaration of Emergency,

“her agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.

and the Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission hegeby
following emergency rule:

Either Sex Huntj

Parish Portion Opened

Caldwell Entire Parish rea 1-Nov. 22-

23, 28-30
Area 2-Oct. 25-
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula Nov. 22-23, 28~

30

Concordig: All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
30, Dec. 6-7,
13-14
Enfire Parish All Weapon types | Nov. 22-23, 28-
30

: ¢laration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting
of r sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons
was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response
to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by
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Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management
to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There 1is not
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shoofiing hours
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend thrp#iigh sunset
on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J
Chairma

Commissioner Cormier asked if ;
present a Declaration of Emergency
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin as
deviating from the agenda? Hearing
Cormier asked the Commission to cha
ratified at July's Commission Meeting
to the public in opening the squi

anyone objected to
ctlon, Commissioner
ting date that was
here was a danger
easons on the
akins stated the
proper thing before discussingga : : wave the rules
and put it on the agenda wit " v 5 and then it could
be discussed. Chairman Babij e 12
of what to do since this
occurred. Mr. Puckett expl
take the item up; then
and act on it. Commissj
the agenda to take up

) i“Areas 3 and 7 and squirrel and
n on the same date. He then asked the
g for a Resolution that would push the
Zleloader season back two days.
“Col. vidrine when was the resolution
“not give a copy to the Commissioners at
Committee Meeting? Col. Vidrine stated he
rver the day before and Mr. Tarver's staff

After the Committee Meeting, Col. Vidrine

of the Resolution and gave them to
Commissioner Hanchey stated this was a very
Col. Vidrine stated Areas 3 and 7 are heavily
felt there may be a safety problem. Commissioner
d he agreed with Commissioner Hanchey that it was a
. sant 1issue, but also noted nothing was said about a
Réwy ®Nn being prepared. Commissioner Gattle asked if
muzzleloader season would go from Monday to Monday? Commissioner
Hanchey stated the muzzleloader season should remain closed the
first 2 days of squirrel season and then open on Monday.
Commissioner Gattle asked if muzzleloader season was a one week
season?

n.



Chairman Babin asked Mr. Bateman to clarify the season dates.
But before doing that, Chairman Babin recognized Governor Foster
and thanked him for attending the meeting. Mr. Bateman stated, if
action was taken, it would create a five day muzzleloader season
and it would not include the weekend. Commissioner Gattle stated
the season would be a five day season instead of seven days.
Chairman Babin stated, if action was taken, it would create a 5 day
muzzleloader season. Mr. Bateman stated the season woul fsoccur on
private lands only and dees not —involve any public lands.gﬁ“?j‘“\\\
Commissioner Hanchey empha51zed this action wg °
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin asked fo
none were heard. Commissioner Hanche
Areas 3 and 7 muzzleloader season
Commissioner Cormier. The motion p:i
Commissioner Carver.

The following was adopted
Commission at its regula
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS,

pted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
at the July Commission meeting established
dates that opened the statewide squirrel and
" seasons and the muzzleloader seasons in Areas 3
‘simultaneously, and

ne Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has
always stressed the importance of safety and believes
that it is in the best interest of all hunters to avoid
the potential conflict that opening these seasons
together may create, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached season dates for
muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 by Declaration of
Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promglkgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaratiion of“Emergency
including preparatlon of reports and argi ondence to
other agencies of government. '

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission

In accordance with the em
of the Administrative Procedy

dlife and Fisheries
hereby adopts the

is necessary to close the

dangerous situation for hunters going afield on the
kend. The final rule for the 1997-98 Hunting Seasons
Mally adopted at the July Commission Meeting and the
hun ing pamphlet is currently being printed. As a result, there is
insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal
Administrative Procedure Act procedures.



The aforementioned season dates will become effective on
October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998,

Daniel Babin
Chairman

The Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules {Teal was
handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. The action would ra 1fy
presented at the previous Commission Meeting. 2
occurred since then was moving the third spllt

gé to Decemberﬂ;ijE37January 11. ChairmangBab
féﬁ?/ réad thHe Therefore Be It Resolved
Commissioner McCall made a motion to &gt
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey
opposition.

dove season
3 Olinde tQ

the Resolution and
ergency is made a

LOUISTANA WILDLIFE

LOUISIANA DEPARTMEN‘ #ISHERIES

orks have been developed by the U.S. Fish
Service, and

e season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

= is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for these migratory species within constraints
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
framework, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selectlons
for early migratory bird seasons.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La.
Commission i

DECLARATION OF E

Department of Wildlife
Wildlife and Fisheries

In accordance with the emergency“provie
of the Administrative Procedure Ac

f R.S. 49:953(B)
hority of R.S.
and Fisheries

following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons foy ‘ i Pbirds during the 1997-
98 hunting season shall b
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‘Possession linit 8, Blue-winged, Green-
only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps

- January 7
CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

X" AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the
GALLINULES: Split season

September 20 - September 28
November 8 - January 7



Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

SNIPE: November 8 - February 22
Daily bag 1limit 8, Possession limit 16

WOODCOCK: December 18 - January 31
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS.
-half hour
before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunri
sunset on September 6-7,

A Declaration of Emergency is ne
and Wildlife Service establishes the
species. In order for Louisiana to p%
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection o
and shooting hours must be establishe
Fish and Wildlife Service immediatelj

The aforementioned
will become effective
sunset on February 28,

Declaration of Em g Set Phgasant Hunting Season Dates
was also handled by M These dates were presented
along wit v ¢ March meeting, but was‘/left
out wh were ratified, stated Mr. Olinde.

or pheasant would be November 27
through a bag limit of two males only and

possessio Commissioner Cormier made a motion
to accept i ommissioner Gattle seconded the motion
and it pg wsition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

JANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
JANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The fo iowing was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.
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WHEREAS; it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
or gquadrupeds, including pheasant 1s vest in the
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide
conservation of these natura]
recreational opportunities

tection and
g allow for

WHEREAS, the Commission and Departme
and considered all available

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louis
Commission adopts the attachi
hunting by Declaration of

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secg uthorized and
delegated the authozrity and all steps
necessary on behal ] sign to promulgate and

effectuate these g : dration of Emergency

Daniel J.
La. Wild
Commis

Babin, Cha
fe and

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
a. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries

h* the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
= Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
,ary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the

'sant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours
2 males only 4 males only % hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to %

hour after sunset
Area Descriptio
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Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique
Bayou south of Highway 90 to 1A 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River,
east of Sabine River to 1Intracoastal Waterway, south of
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA
108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to nghway 90, and
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

of pheasants during the upcomlng sea
November . 1997 and there is not suff
requirements of the Administrative Pro

The aforementioned season dates,
will become effective on November 1, 1
on February 1, 1998.

Daniel
Chairman

Mr. Robert Helm presented f unce Tentative
1997-98 Hunting Season Dates fg Geese. A video
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife G giick production was
shown at this point in the i
flight index has been revisgd ' million birds from 94
million as stated in the did not go into geese
geese are doing too well
nted geese production was
llies will be plentiful in
&lm met with the Mississippi
eason recommendations to present
rvice. The Service has accepted
’ons which consists of a 60 day duck
ag limit. # The daily bag limit will
includeg”“going from 1 pintail to 3
*d hen to 2 mallard hens. Mr. Helm felt

ith this being one of the most liberal
-58 season. The dates for the west zone
:hrough November 30 and reopen on December 13
January 18 is the latest date the season can
ral regulations go, stated Mr. Heln. The east

reopen on December 20 and go through January 18.
FHowl Day would be held on January 24. Chairman Babin
felm to explain why January 18 was the latest date for
“"'season and who makes these regulations. Mr. Helnm
d the Federal Government provides guidelines for the states
to follow and this year's framework was to open the season no
earlier than October 1 and close it no later than the Saturday
closest to January 20. A recommendation was made to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to extend the framework to January 31, but it
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was not accepted by the Service. Chairman Babin stated if the duck
populations continue as they have, the January 31 deadline could be
something that could be requested every year. Going on with the
regulations, Mr. Helm stated the daily limits would be six birds
and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which
may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3
pintail, 1 canvasback and 2 redheads. Mergansers bag limit is 5.
Geese will have a statewide season with season dates of November 8
through February 22 for snows and a daily bag limi 10. White
8 through
28 and have
on would be

a daily bag limit of two. A special C
held from January 20 through January 28
meeting for public comments.

An unidentified speaker asked
Government give for not extending the
with the recommendations? Mr. Helm sta he Federal Government
was concerned with the unknown factors
season was extended. Then the speaker as
ducks do hunters harvest? Mr.
Chairman Babin hoped to see the
long as duck populations co
appreciated seeing the number oF

asked why southwest
[ e other zones since the
biggest problem affec n pressure. He asked to

consider opening the, w¢

fied speaker asked that the season dates be read
n Babin read the dates for the East Zone, West Zone
a Lake. Hearing no further comments, Commissioner
e a motion to accept the season recommendations and it
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no
opposition.
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Chairman Babin asked if there were any Public Comments on the
1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season Proposals. There were no public
comments heard.

The next item, Rule Ratification for Black Bass Regulations,
Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex was handled by Mr.
Bennie Fontenot. The rule would make permanent the 14 inch minimum
size on black bass in the Atchafalaya River Basin,
and Lake Verret Complex. A Notice of Intent
April Commission Meeting. Mr. Fontenot adv1sed t.
if no action was taken, the rule in place
30, 1997 and there would be no size re
area. Mr. Fontenot reminded the Commi
given during an in-depth presentation g
included: the staffs recommendatio
minimum; data showed bass 14 inches
Hurricane has doubled in numbers; and
survey of 2,666 anglers in which fi
regulation in the Basin. The Commissj
contact the Department of Health and Hosp
concern in the Basin area. ; i

attendance and ready to make 'l as answer any
gquestions. ;

Dr. Margaret Metcalf f the fish advisories
were listed in the fishi , phlet, and a telephone
number that could pr n the advisories. The
Department of Envirommeéntal - i does the sampling, then
provides the data tp : p 1th and Hospitals and then
recommengati s31ing an advisory, additional
i “further sampling. Dr. Metcalf
: 3 Henderson area would be from all
sizes, B zisories would come from those fish that
are legal® ner Gisclair asked, when samples are
taken, wou ‘ : sed as the data base? Then he asked if
the data, al s ze fish could raise the level higher than
; the average? Dr. Bill Hartley stated, from
on Lake, very few composites were below the
Y ran samples again with fish within the legal
ot change the current advisory, stated Dr.
ioner Gisclair asked what was the advisory for
Dr. Hartley answered, no more than one meal per
) uth bass, crappie or freshwater drum for pregnant

.and_ckifdren under the age of 7. Commissioner Carver asked
gople have developed deformities from eatlng more than
‘per month and where was the mercury coming from? Dr.
Hart y stated the mercury was coming, from aerial deposition from
power industries or other sourciZ;A¢éomm1551oner Carver asked if
there were any waterways that do not have mercury contamination
and was it a naturally occurring thing that was in all of the
waterways? Dr. Hartley stated .5 ppm is the action level at which

14



meals are restricted to those with developing nervous systens.
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any examples throughout the
United States that shows eating fish with mercury has caused
medical problems? Dr. Hartley stated he did not know of any mass
poisoning from eating fish here in the United States. Commissioner
Carver stated he was not interested in mass poisoning, he wanted to
know if there were any examples that caused abnormalities or loss
of pregnancies? Dr. Hartley stated there have been jhdividual
cases reported. Then he stated a major source of mercy
fish and also tuna fish. Commissioner Carver as
14 inch fish from the Basin on a weekly ki
abnormalities? Dr. Hartley stated he wo
no. Commissioner Gattle stated he read

there such a large margin of dispari
that have levels higher than 3 ppm?
mercury found in tuna fish was taken
Dr. Hartley stated the tuna fish ca
Commissioner Carver asked if the merg
could have been around for 10,000 yedrs and
not form a straight line curve, i ~

upon atmospheric and water condl
fish samples are conducted,
eaten by the fish. Also,
situation was being used to

worldwide samples.
1s being discussed
hese levels did
own depending
ated that when
king at the food
felt the mercury
*he 14 inch limit.

Mr. Warren Sheets as
tested for mercury i
additional money bein
could be provided to

many humans have been
Hartley stated, with
ing of humans for mercury
uisiana soon.

asked if the smaller fish, less
_~ safer to eat? Dr. Hartley stated
1s around, the better the chances are
, he stated there is data that shows
e¢s’ from Henderson Lake +that=has—das much
14 inches. The advisories are based on the
ge of fish eaten by people. Commissioner
£ ate fish over 14 inches, it should not hurt
y* agreed. Commissioner Gattle asked if the
now was at a harmful stage? Dr. Hartley stated

issioner Carver thanked Dr. Hartley and Dr. Metcalf
the meeting and answering their questions. Chairman
called for public comments.

Ms. Maura Wood, Sierra Club-Louisiana Office, began by handing
out graphs and reminding them of a letter sent on the mercury issue
in part of the Atchafalaya Basin. The graphs handed out were from
a report from the Arkansas Mercury Task Force which related fish
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length to mercury contamination in ppm and a chart on mercury from
largemouth bass caught in the Pearl River. Ms. Wood stated from
the graphs, the trend is for larger fish to have higher mercury
concentrations. The Sierra Club asked the Commission to consider
health implications when setting a minimum size limit on fish. Ms.
Wood stated an advisory was issued for Lake Vernon suggesting that
smaller fish be consumed rather than the larger fish.

e
Mr. Warren Sheets stated he had copies of the sample results
and noted he would not eat bass from the Ba51n fglt a lot of
the information put out by the adviso Mr.
Sheets felt the Basin was a vast area of,
until people are tested for mercury con
minimum length be taken off.

Mr. Bob Newman stated he was su
raised because this changes the whole p
plan. Composites for the samples ta
large fish, stated Mr. Newman. He obs
pounds from Flat Lake with a reading@of
from Grand Lake weighing 3 pounds 4.ounces
ppm which are all well below th
issue advisories. Mr. Newman
mercury in the Spillway. '
1ntegra1 part of a black

ish weighing 2.14
nd another fish

it a problem with
ch minimum was an
ogram and would not
from the Spillway.
anagement plan, it was

a restocking effort af
He then felt the bas
Hurrlcane. Commissjior

rels they were before the
e Commission was “stomping

ementation of the 14 inch minimum and
a management plan, gave the Department an
thing that no other state has ever done.
he 14 inch minimum was put into place for a
and now it has served its purpose.

Giark, Louisiana Bass Federation, asked Dr. Hartley
i public health problem if the 14 inch minimum was

fn the Basin area? Dr. Hartley answered no.
i Cormier stated he did not want to see the size
s taken off the bass, but he did not want to forget the
recreational fisherman that wanted to catch maybe a 12 inch bass.
Dr. Hartley stated, as a general trend, smaller fish would have
less mercury but the advisories are based on fish in the edible
size range. Commissioner Cormier asked to hear public comments
from the recreational fishermen.
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Mr. Stan Blouin, wner of bait shops, stated the tournament
fishermen comprises only a small percentage of their business and
95 percent are recreational fishermen. He stated the boat landings
in the Basin are growded now with recreational fisherman because
the flshlng is the best it has ever been. Mr. Blouin felt the 14
inch minimum was a management for quantity as well as quality. The
removal of the 14 inch minimum within two years time would bring
the resource back to the mediocre level.

Mr. Wayne Allemond, Association of Louisg
stated all of his members are in favor of
then let it be known that the members
special interest group because they p
Allemond felt there must be a plan t

ass Clubs,
minimum. He
tion are a

Mr. Will Courtney, a recreati
tournaments, stated he caught 40 bass
and that they would be eaten. The b
inch minimum was that fish will have s , ;
brought home. He then stated they* 1.0 see the Basin
managed for numbers of good fish. : issic S
was not against a management pla f Mr. Courtney
was against a slot limit? Mr. ¢ lot limit was to
produce larger fish and that ;

inches long“fecently
1l reason for the 14

3 the resource and he
did not have a problem wit}h the | 3 #it would not work in
the Basin.

Mr. Bob Hellida
stated he would 1lik

fisherman for 40 years,
h minimum reduced so there
he children. He then stated
“the 1landings, and felt only

stated he has fished the Basin
extensive ar and a half and has never caught 40
fish. ‘to 200 fish he has caught, Mr. Efferson
i r may have been over 14 inches. An average
was 13 % inches. Mr. Efferson concluded

an could have the option of bringing a few fish

ammon stated, what is being forgotten was the staff
ecommending the 14 inch minimum remain. This program has been
he sees no reason for degrading the success of the
Pt #¥f the 14 inch is removed. Mr. Gammon then urged the
Commlission to follow the Department's recommendations.

Mr. Dan Brabham stated with the mercury advisories there are
unknown factors that could not be determined. He asked what would
be the down gé&a of removing the 14 inch minimum? He stated the

Sid &
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mercury situation should be considered and possibly studied longer.
Mr. Brabham stated the 14 inch minimum’was suppose to have been a
temporary measure, but it was belng/fequested to be a permanent
regulation. Mr. Brabham then explalned about the surveys taken and
how unscientific they were. As far as the mercury problem, there
are three things that diminishes this problem. These include:
people tend to eat smaller fish, they catch smaller fish, and there
are no regulations in most areas of the State that say pkople can
not eat the small fish. Mr. Brabham offered to pay f
the results showed the majority of the flsherme ]
14 inch minimum in the Basin, but the Dep:
results were in favor of the 14 inch.
State could not accept such an offer.

pay if the
stated thg

Mr. Terry Melancon, Louisiana Wil
organization supported the 14 inch min
The stock has recovered, so the Federat:
was no longer necessary to replenish
Federation does recommend a slot limit g
tool. Mr. Melancon stated he does net ho
survey taken. He also felt the Commissio
mercury contamination issue and
as large as largemouth bass w

in the Basin. The
a proven management

jecfision. S
partment has méée/;
um and theygeﬁﬁ1551on
not vote £&¥ it and it
sked the pleasure of the
stated everybody made
the 14 inch minimum and then
eave the 14 inch on and that
elt was the Commission had no
bag limit or such as this. Then
ner Gisclair stated the people that
rvey and they wanted the 14 inch off.
r options because he was in favor of

‘Chairman Babin remind
recommendation to maintai
could either go along wi
would sunset on Septem

‘only one year? Mr. Fontenot stated this
rule unless the Commission requested it be
nd acted upon. Commissioner Gisclair asked if
ken would have to go through the normal process?
Commissioner Cormier made a motion to
nch minimum, but asked that Mr. Fontenot prepare
.optior&” that could be considered for the Basin. Chairman
rated the motion that the Commission accept the
ion by the staff of the 14 inch minimum, but to look at
options starting at the next meeting. Commissioner Hanchey
seconded the motion. The motion passed with opposition from
Chairman Babin and Commissioner Gisclair. Mr. Fontenot asked again
about the motion so he could be sure he understood it. Chairman
Babin stated they did not want to discuss any feasibilities, they
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ﬁf’
wanted the staff to come up with other options. /Action was taken
so the rule would not sunset and then there would/be no regulation.
Commissioner Gisclair told Mr. Fontenot to comelwith a management
option, whether it is a slot 1limit, a 12 inch minimum with no
limit, or a limit with no minimum length. Chairman Babin stated it
needed to be a management tool. Mr. Fontenot stated the 14 inch
was working now.

RULE

Department of Wildlife ;
Wildlife and Flsherle

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisher
the following rule.

Chapter 1. Freshwater Spo

§l1l65. Black Bass Re
Verret-Palourde Comple

190 “from the West Atchafalaya Basin
rsection of IA 1 and U.S. 190 due north

north of U.S. 90 from the West
tection Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA
1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from

Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
326.3.

LR 19:361 (March
LR 23: (August 1997).

LR 21:960 (September 1995),

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Bennie Fontenot also handled the Rule Ratification on the
Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement. The Sabine River
Authority passed a resolution asking Texas and Louisiana to come up
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with uniform recreational fishing regulations for Toledo Bend.
This was to simplify the regulations for the fisherman and
enforcement. The two states met with both sides giving and taking
in the compromise. The species of fish affected are the black
bass, crappie and white bass. The black bass regulation would
remain as 8 bass per day with a 14 inch minimum except spotted bass
would have a 12 inch minimum. The white bass regulation would have
a creel limit of 25 per day. The crappie regulation, whith caused

considerable controversy, would be a 50 creelgiwit 10 inch
minimum. The minimum size regulation for crap rld be taken
off during the winter months, Decex

February.
Commissioner Carver stated he lives on
familiar with the regulations and this
Texas. He then stated he wanted to e}
proposed rule and insert “The daily c
fish with no minimum total length". M
already passed the 50 fish creel 1lim
then recommended leaving the creel at
and take the minimum size off. Commis ?
change was considered a substantive change?
the proposed rule could be amended

He

Puckett stated
e a motion to

would be a vote on the amende er Carver stated
his intention was to elimina in its place add
“The daily creel limit for sh with no minimum
limit Mr. you just take
subsection C out comple { tion D subsection C and
make subsection E sub : Comfiissioner Gisclair made a
motion to eliminate su} i ction D would become C and

isioner Carver seconded the
idn. Chairman Babin then asked
e proposed rule. Commissioner

oppositi

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Dgpartment of Wildlife and Fisheries
ildlife and Fisheries Commission

ife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule
egulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing
§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement

A. The daily creel 1limit (daily take) for black bass
(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum
total length limit for largemouth bass (M. §leglg§§) is
and the minimum total 1length 1limit for :
punctulatus) is 12 inches. For enforcement p
bass shall be defined as a black bass wi]

ass (M.

B. The daily creel limit for whi
25 fish and there is no minimum total

C. For all species of fish,
recreational anglers, while on the
creel limit.

D. This rule will become effeé&

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgat:
56:6(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3, 67
HISTORICAL NOTE: PromuLg
Fisheries,

LR 19:790 (June 1993),

iture on Red Drum and S8potted
arry Blanchet. The reports, in
draft f of some resolutions passed during the
. islature. The reports need to be

re involved in preparing the reports. A few
*h as word clarifications, were made, but the
ort has not changed. Chairman Babin asked
n page 18 of the red drum report. Mr. Blanchet
things required by the legislature was a set of
fisfrios and then he explained these scenarios with the
ent rates included in the chart. Chairman Babin
bag limit of 5 recreationally and with an escapement
50 percent, (there |is/ enough fish to catch 1.4 million
pounds of fish commercially? r. Blanchet stated that was correct.
Then Chairman Babin asked where was the catch from charter fishing
included and how was it compiled. Mr. Blanchet explained the
methods of calculating each mode of fishing for the recreational
fisherman. Chairman Babin stated charter fishing was a big
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industry in Louisiana and there was no way to f}ﬁé out how much
fish they catch. He felt there was a need for/better recording
system on who is catching the fish in the State. The numbers
presented showed Chairman Babin that there was plenty of red drum.
Mr. Blanchet explained that the figures are estimates and not what
was expected in any given year. Then he stated charter fishing has
some unique problems in getting accurate data, but efforts are
underway to try to improve this problem. Chairman Babinggtated if
you get away from estimates you could maybe get recife figures.
A simple recording device returned to the Departm “the end of
each trip would produce an accurate cat
numbers of fish in a given year. Mr.
proposed legislative bill that would
collect that information by requiri
provide the data and it did not pass.
the numbers on page 16, Louisiana's
fairly accurate figure? Mr. Blanchet
1993 year class were extraordinarily
reason for an increase in harvest oveg
1996 seine samples indicated a relatively
may result in a decrease in harve
1986 there was a total harvest ofi
the commercial fishermen and
1995, there was a total harve
10 million pounds. Mr.
in the waters. Commission
F@” the number of charterboat,
’ AF*——___EBBV'those that carri
there was really no ’
fishing.

in stated, in
3 split between
shermen, but in
fishermen only of
there was more fish v erne
: Blanchet if he knew
isiana and 'was the figure
more? Then he commented
many people are charter
uld find out from license

ssioner McCall stated he did not
to do if you have a form for them to
ys they go out, how many people they

Commissioner Gisclair asked why not do a
ee what type of participation you get. Mr.
sted the staff give a 5 minute presentation on
ress this problem at the next meeting. He then

: "no further questions on the reports, Mr. Blanchet
as: a motion to make some editorial changes and forward them
on to the Legislature. Commissioner Gattle made a motion to submit
the reports to the lLegislature. Commissioner Cormier seconded the
motion and it passed with no opposition.
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A Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie. He began asking the Commission to
adopt a Resolution and Declaration of Emergency for the shrimp
season. Weather conditions are fairly stable, shrimp are growing
at a steady rate and there are no environmental conditions to
consider when setting the fall season. The numbers of shrimp taken
in samples thus far are normal for thls time of year, stated Mr.

14. Also, it was requested to leave Breton and“
open until April 1, 1998 to catch any pigik shr

those areas. The Enforcement Division gdoe: '

with the extension. Commissioner Gisg
would be too late? Chairman Babin stated, w1th
that formed a shrimp panel, differen |
that would allow for setting an openin

catch. Mr. Savoie stated the Shrimp
meeting in September and they a
recommendations for the 1999 Legislat
stated the economics need to be cC
biology in the future. Mr. ;
Resolved portion of the Resol

try to have
\ Chairman Babin
1s well as the

Hanchey.

e and Fisheries Commission

authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
set no less than two shrimp seasons each
r for all inside waters by zone, and

¥+ 497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on
fical and technical data which indicates that
stable shrimp are available, and

56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except
during the time period from October fifteenth through the
third Monday in December when there shall be no count,
and
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WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrlmp Season by
public notice in accordance with R.S. 2+ to open
statewide at official sunrise August 1§

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Ei
hereby set the closing date
Shrimp Season at official sun

until 6:00 a.m. April 1,
grants authority to the Se
Wildlife and Fisheries to
biological and technical da
or if enforcement problems

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declara
Fall Inshore Shrimp S
of this resolution

tting the 1997
and made a part

Daniel J. Babin, Chairmap ‘H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisher; epartment of Wildlife &
Commission ' igheries

ergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)

and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
S Commission shall fix no less than two open
all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries
ereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to

ission does j
as follow

hat portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
tate line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass
sissippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island, and
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Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 18, 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrlmp Season at official sunset Sunday, Deg

in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remaln ope
April 1, 1998. The Comm1ss1on also

~ 6:00 a.m.,
ity to the
@ change the
closing date if biological and technic
do so or if enforcement problems deve

Mr. Ron Dugas presented the Declara
Oyster Season. The public oyster gr@gunds®
inventoried and Mr. Dugas felt th
staff was recommending to open th
prescribed by 1law. The Pl
Terrebonne Oyster Associati
expressed their support for
Oyster Seed Reservation wil
open this year. i {ke wi en on October 16 which
will give the fishermen imtim windgw available to harvest the
resource. Mr. Dugas then" le Thexgfore Be It Resolved portion
of the Resolution. i : }}¥ made a motion to accept the
881oner Gisclair and passed

Emergency to Set
isiana have been
od supply. The
September 3 as
ssociation, the
¥ Task Force have
ing. The Bay Junop

to be 1lifted in January 1998. The
nt to the Commission the process to be

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

8 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the

isiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

: August, 1997

ouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds

may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and
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WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River in
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louigj
Grounds not currently under le
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay J
will remain closed for the

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking
grounds is generally Lake Esrtun
line from Mozambique Pt.
the Mississippi River Guf
only area will ope
September 3, 1997,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
Wildlife and
action if nece

th

ing of a season will be made by public notice at
st 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is heygg
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 2 d Fi
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby deg¢

1. The Public Oyster Seed Groundsgng
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Ha
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will ;g
sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Re&
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only %
River will open one-half hour before.sunrise
The sacking only area of the 3
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
Gardner to Grace Point at the;

mber 3, 1997.

4. The Secretary of the ildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emegger g ) ecessary, to close areas
if oyster mortalities Y i ¢ to delay the season or
close areas where sig ‘ch has occurred with good
is found that there are

s authorized to take emergency action to
t*closed 1if the threat to the resource

and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open
unrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open
er sunset on April 30, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

A Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season began with Mr. Brandt
Savoie stating the National Marine Fisheries landing data would not
be available until the end of the month. So, the report today
would be from information gathered from the staff, what was seen at
the docks and what was going on in the field. Zone 1 shrimp season
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had a slow start with very few shrimp landed the first week.
Catches began to improve as the season progressed, but sizes
remained small throughout the season. The largest size harvested
was in the 40-50 count range. Dealers in Zone 1 had mixed reports
on landings which could have resulted from concentrations of shrimp
occurring in the southern portion of the Zone. Prices to the
fishermen were high with the openlng day price for 80-~100 count of
85 cents a pound and the ending price was $1.00 per poung.

Dealer reports in Zone 2 were also mlxed.
figures showed that catches may be 20 to
year. Vermilion Bay area had poor produg
stages in the Atchafalaya. The shrim
the season with the majority being in tt
for opening day was 80 cents a poun
$1.00 per pound.

ary landing

Data from Zone 3 showed there-was
brown shrimp as has occurred for the last rs, but they were
slow growing. Dealers paid 20 cents” r 150-180 count
range. The only highlight of the

/&’pounds of shrimpiwas landed the f
brought a dockside value of $
shrimp was $1.10 per pound
concluded the spring season
pounds and size of shrlmp
consider it a good seaso

£ .peason poor because of the

/ Wé/f"é/
the prices paid and what wa91?~

d when the season opens, prices

O 65 cents a pound and then close
Commissioner Gattle then asked why did

if there was a shortfall across the

mall shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked
rs had a good season? Mr. Savoie stated the
- catch larger shrimp than the inshore
er Gisclair stated the trawlers in the lakes,
etter this year because the shrimp were not in
hey stayed around longer. Chairman Babin stated
bassed a bill that mandates opening shrimp season
iter than the third Monday in May. He then expressed
it to this new law.

onthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major
Kelth LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during the month of July.

Region I - Minden - 100 citations.
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Region II - Monroe - 90 citations.
Region III - Alexandria - 154 citations.
Region IV - Ferriday - 99 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 281 citations.

Region VI -~ Opelousas - 237 citations.
Region VII - Baton Rouge -

Region

Region IX - Thibodaux -
SWEP - 19 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 51 citatio

July was 1,981.

The aviation repox
flew three airplanes ag¢total
hours for other divis S.

Y Division Reports. Secretary

discussion, the Commissioners decided
Meeting on Thursday, December 4, 1997

&n asked if there were any Public Comments.
nked the Department for extending the shrimp
The effects on the opening of the Bonnet Carre
‘drastic reduction in the brown shrimp production,
Dealers he contacted in Zone 1 purchased

jeorge Baris
n in Zone 1

an and Mr. Barisich asked the Commission and Department
getting these monies.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Carver.
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Secretary

:sch

JHJ
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THE ADVOCATE, Friday, August 8, 1997

3&69 acoxm in the 8% Soo.w :
, | ; . -".%.. - are mostly due to substantial rainfall and - -
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PBucks

-} CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1E At

v. 8-Feb. 22 with a daily limit of
‘10 Speckle-bellied goose season has

yand Dec. 13-Jan. 28, with a daily
ilimit of 2. Also included is the con-

: season. The statewide blue and snow *
ﬁ se season will run 107 days —
q

a-70-day, two-split season, Nov. 8-30 °

v

1 tinuation’of the specxal Jan. 20-28

i Canada goose season in a limited
larea of southwest Louisiana. This
s seasen fequires a special permit and
1 Y will limit hunters to two geese per

1day, either two speckle-bellies or

1 1bne Canada and one “speck.”
1¥.Shooting hours are one-half hour
i before sunrise to sunset.
3 Already approved was a special
| statewide nine-day teal hunt set for
~Sept 20-28,
%< Other huntmg seasons dominated
¢agenda. »° ..

w‘Commlssnon memberJ B. Cormier - ‘

;6f Lafayette voiced concerns about
ssafety afield after passing resident-

>game seasons at the July meeting. -

;Cormier said opemng the squirrel
3scason on thé same weekend as the
*spcma] muzzle-loading season for
ideer in Areas 3 and 7 would cause

problems in the woods. By a 6-1

ivote, with Glynn Carver voting no,

ixtxe commission approved removing
4-5 from the muzzle-loader sea-
n in those two areas.

3 ‘The commission was also forced to

ichange dates for the third split of

ithe mourning dove season to con- -

{form with a change in the USFWS’

iPove regulations: Instead of the -

hird ‘'split running Dec. 20-Jan. 18,
!fhe split will run from Dec. 13-Jan.
$11:The everall 70-day season with a

+12-bird daily limit was left intact. -

-1The ‘only other’change was limiting
$hunting on Dec. 13-14 to noon-to-sun-
‘set On other days in’ the split it is
slcgal from one-half hour before sun-

\rise to sunset. .
"{ The LWFC also approved a Nov.
:27-Jan 31 pheasant hunting season
s:xer a special area in the south-
stern parishes.
1} The commission was also forced to
*respond to Gov. Mike Foster's veto
'of a bill that would have created a
sbucks-only deer hunting season in
;State House District 20. When
vf'bster nixed the bill, it meant that
“the LWFC, though on a 7.0 vote ona
!special resolution, opened all of
'("zldwell and Frankiin parishes and
sportions of Catahoula and Concordia
sparishes to either-sex seasons.
+ In other action, and in the ‘most
+discussed topic of the meeting, the
*LWFC approved continuation of a
»M4nch minimum_size on black bass
tin the Atchafalaya Basin and Lake
‘Verret-Belle River areas. After an
“bbur of debate, the LWFC ratified
‘the rules. However, chairman Dan
:Babin told Inland Fisheries
-admmlstrator Bennie Fontenot to
return to the September meeting
:with additional bass management
+Qptions for the area.
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League spokesman Terry Melancon
said his'400-member organization
voted to seck other plans because
“we felt the 14-inch minimum size
plan had worked in helping restore
bass populations in the Spillway. It's

time for another management plan,
not just the 14-inch minimum size.” -

The LWFC also voted in new non-
resident fishing fees to conform
with Act 1236 passed in the recent
legislative session. It allows non-res-
idents the option to buy a 3-day basic
fishing license for $10, or a two-day
“temporary"” basic and saltwater
license for

The final vote was taken on a con-
troversial agreement with Texas
fisheries managers over size and
creel limits at Tolede Bend. Limits

approved included 8-bass daily lim-

its and 14- and 12-inch minimum
sizes on largecmouth and spotted
bass respectively as well as a 25-fish
daily limit on white bass.

The LWFC turned down Texas’ al-
ready-passed regulations on sac-a-
lait size (10 inches from March 1-
Nov. 30, and no minimum from Dec.
1 through February) and creel limits
(50 per day). Instead, LWFC

[N

i

Advmto graphlc

approved a so-ﬁsh-a-day and no mm-
imum-size limits, -

Also heard were annual status
reports on redfish and speckled
trout. State marine biologists esti-
mate that 'redfish escapement rates

- the movement of juvenile fish
“into offshore breeding stock — had

improved from a low of ahout 4 per-
cent in the mid-1980s to a present
rate between 51-75 percent.

The LWFC also voted to open the

fall inshore shrimp season at sunrise

on Aug. 18 statewide, approved a.
Sept. 3 oyster-season opening of
public oyster seed grounds not
under lease.in .Bay Gardene,
Hackberry Bay, Sister Lake'and
special areas in Lake Fortuna and -
Lake Machias (both east of the
Mississippi River). Lakes Calcasieu
and Sabine public oyster season will
open one-half hour before sunrise
and run through sunset April 30,
1998. Also included in these regula-
tions was the closing of Bay Junop
for the entire 1997-98 season. - -
Finally, the commission approved
its December meeting date for Dec.
4 at Wildlife and Fisheries head- .
quarterson Quail Drive. -

‘RB McGee had

' blocked artery

Oy The Associated Pross

" STARKVILLE, Miss. — A prelimi-
nary autopsy on the body of Keffer

McGee has revealed the Mississippi
«"Staté tailback had a blockage of the
leﬁ coronary artery, a Jackson tele-
\nsnon reported Thursday.

*‘Details surrounding the cause of
McGee’s drowning remained un-
known Thursday, but Oktibbeha
County coroner Michael Hunt told
WLBT-TV that McGee had a 90 per-
cent blockage, or hardening, of the
left coronary artery.

Hunt said the blocked artery could
have been a contributing factor in
the fifth-year senior’s death.

Officials said it could be two to
three weeks before autopsy results

" areknown.

McGee, who took swimming les-

., sons as a freshman four years ago,

" drowned Tuesday night in an apart-
' ment.complex swimming pool about
. a mile from the Mississippi State
campus. He was with a female com-
panion who authontxes said could
not swim. » -

Police said they received a call at
10:39 p.m. Tuesday about a possible
drowning. McGee's companion, who

"has not been identified, reportedly

made the call after the running back
went under water.
Dr. Robert Collins, a team physi-

cian, said there were no indications

of foul play.
McGee, 22, from Crawford, led the

Southeastern Conference in rushmg :

and ranked third nationatly with 481
yards when he was injured early in
the second half against South
Carolina in the third game of the
season. He had rushed for 1,072
yards a§§ sqphomore.
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COMMISSION MEETING
ROLL CALL

Thursday, August 7, 1997

Baton Rouge, LA
Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Danny Babin (Chairman)
Perry Gisclair

Tom Gattle

Glynn Carver

Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey

RNKKKK KR
|

Norman MccCall

Mr. Chairman:

There are 2 Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.
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AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
August 7, 1997
10: 00 AM

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

Declaration of Emergency - Non-Resident Fishing License
Fees - Ron Couvillion

Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes -
Hugh Bateman

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

. = Mike Olinde

Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates - Mike Olinde

Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for
Ducks, Coots & Geese - Robert Helm

Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex - Bennie Fontenot

Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal
Agreement - Bennie Fontenot

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout - Harry Blanchet

Declaration of Emergency — Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season -
Brandt Savoie

Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season - Ron Dugas
Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season - Brandt Savoie
Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July - Winton Vidrine

Division Reports
a. CITES Report

Set December 1997 Meeting Date
Public Comments

Adjourn



HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

August 7, 1997, 8:30 AM
Fourth Floor Conference Room

The Hunting Regqulations Committee meeting was chaired by
Committee Chairman Perry Gisclair. A motion was made by
Commissioner Cormier to open the meeting and it was seconded by
Commissioner Carver. A briefing was given from staff concerning
the tentative season recommendations that would be presented at
today's Regular Commission Meeting. No official action was taken
(only briefed by staff members of Department). The Commissioners
were advised of a survey that is coming concerning Louisiana
Waterfowl Hunters Opinion.

A motion was made by Commissioner Carver to close the meeting.



:'{ CU‘“W\ n\u*'\f\/ﬂ, On Hua\[‘mdt 170N
§:50 A m P/ 2/77

it Lo epn eco] by GHe gt f1_gp mating

YQAG\CM dakes |.m’r$ AT N WAP—-»{:W"

Redtpen— 4&\(1;»\«*% ob wott fow| i

i (g T WG Oifle N Vhw«m Uk

aplw“r o~

Quertion Gm‘H’(J UJM. s p infil O Con (’/0\'\(&0(%1' o~

&v—o\m«ﬂﬁq Rer elm ~nod b Ao i nglieigde

rhcww Jtm W T W 15 «f *H«-/P*\*ZI \w te 7

Nk wi& ruwﬂ g o8 sex

G\'\dhmkfﬁ Q‘V‘M“’ —w‘w be (gt W‘ AL [ /W
| Y‘dﬁk\dm{w EGW

o \mmT "(‘mm‘vf e 'g&\((:ui ( orver

(lh\wssm\

i\ vidre ,m\d;ci o W S /)ﬂdfuk with

odul K w\, ekt o quth ey e fros »%aL

(yotsc_ mm N1 W»- k\le da(ﬁi"g{ Mo § //\MOM

M T - -Cw((“wi Unt  wpderbod Wy get /”-6 nm /C/h/

Mw—& wt_ g Pl wmw 84zt Pm'\

m&/mw T Not Sl 2mes”

?NIW(.YI N P
ST JI=

Cafle — "lm% we«Q Pt~ nq  BEFH gt «agon

cediee. Batine yu,p*m\-.ﬂ‘ Mo G e o

MSMUX/WI

\N&anm

BKC\MY

@QM’M‘ Wwdv b we ol Wenbing Hlam F9 hudees

%&\V e e Qom;d»«\/f OWNW Goree Seeaso Wil /
il o wher rzm‘rw w\\\R

Ga¥e ~ T e o L6 Wi yeur bof trmdd 65 T0 pnk or teder




DECIARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and under the authority of R.S. 56:6(28), the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may
purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing
licenses:

(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for
a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid for three
consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and
saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature,
effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresident licenses
available to the public for a period of two to three months will be
the nonresident basic fishing license with a fee of $31, and the
nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee of $36. This Act
repealed the seven-day nonresident basic fishing license and the
seven-day nonresident saltwater fishing license; it also deleted
the two-day combination basic and saltwater fishing licenses. This
Act created a three-day saltwater fishing license with a fee of
$20, and increased the established three-day nonresident basic
fishing license from $10 to $20. It will take two to three months
to have these licenses printed and distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to print and distribute these new

three-day nonresident licenses, there is a need to have available



nonresident trip fishing licenses. Failure to have such licenses
available will serve as a severe inconvenience to the fishing
public and will have dire economic impacts on the state from the
loss of revenue associated with nonresident recreational fishing
activity.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



Hawkins, Susan

From: Landry, Janis

Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 1997 3:24 PM
To: Hawkins, Susan; Porch, Pat

Subject: Declaration of Emergency

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) and under the authority of R.S. 56.6(28)
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may purchase one of the following temporary
recreational fishing licenses:

(1) athree,day basic recreational sport fishing license for a fee of ten dollars. This three,day license shall be
valid for three consecutive days, including the day of issue.
(2) atwo,daytemporary combination basic fishing and saltwater fishing license at a fee of twenty,three dollars.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature, effective August 15, 1997, the only valid
nonresident licenses available to the public for a period of two to three months will be the nonresident basic
fishing license with a fee of $31.00, and the nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee of $36.00. This act
repealed the seven,day nonresident basic fishing license and the seven,day nonresident saltwater fishing
license; it also deleted the two,day combination basic and saltwater fishing licenses. This ACT created a
three,day saltwater fishing licenses with a fee of $20.00, and increased the established three,day nonresident
basic fishing license from $10.00 to $20.00. It will take two or three months to have these licenses printed and
distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to print and distribute these new three,day nonresident licenses, there is a need
to have available nonresident trip fishing licenses. Failure to have such licenses available will serve as a severe
inconvenience to the fishing public and will have dire economic impacts on the state from the loss of revenue
associated with nonresident recreational fishing activity.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Page 1



) RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the lLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting
passed regulations that would have closed either sex
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above
in response to HB 1316, and

before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to
properly manage the resource, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula,
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and

U/

delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J.

La. wildli

fPébin, Chairman ins,” Jr., Secretary
fe and Fisheries La. Depar¥ment of Wildlife &

Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:
Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type Season Dates
Allowed
(Archery, Muzzle
loader, Modern
Firearm)

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types | Area 1-Nov. 22-
23, 28-30

Area 2-0Oct. 25-
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula | That portion of All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30

District 20
designated as
Precincts 1-1,
1-2,2-1,2-2,3-

1,3-2,4-1,4-2,5-
1,5-2,6-1, and
8-1

Concordia | That portion of All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30, Dec. 6-7,
District 20 13-14

designated as
Precincts 5-3
and 5-4

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types |[Nov. 22-23, 28-
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting

of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons



was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response
to HB 131ls6. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by
Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management
to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset
on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
IOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISTANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting
passed regulations that would have closed either sex
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above
in response to HB 1316, and

before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to
properly manage the resource, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula,
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and

delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J.

Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &

Commission

Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:
Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type Season Dates
Allowed
(Archery, Muzzle
loader, Modern
Firearm)

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types |Area 1-Nov. 22-
23, 28-30

Area 2-0Oct. 25~
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula | That portion of All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30

District 20
designated as
Precincts 1-1,
1-2,2-1,2-2,3-
1,3-2,4-1,4-2,5~-
1,5-2,6-1, and
8-1

Concordia | That portion of All Weapon types |Nov. 22-23, 28-
Representative 30, Dec. 6-7,
District 20 : 13-14
designated as
Precincts 5-3
and 5-4

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types |[Nov. 22-23, 28-
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting

of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons



was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with‘the either
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response
to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by
Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer ménagement
to allow eithér sex hunting in these areas. There is not
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset
on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate and this bill would have
closed all either sex hunting in portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and
Franklin parishes designated as Representative District 20

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting passed regulations that
would have closed either sex hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the state made a decision to
veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management in the state and either sex
hunting is necessary to properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts
the attached regulations for either sex hunting in those portions of Caldwell,
Catahoula, Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House Representative
District 20 by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government

Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Secretary, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative
Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency
Rule:
Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type Allowed Season Dates
(Archery, Muzzle loader,

Modem Firearm)

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types Area 1-Nov. 22-23, 28-30
Area 2-Oct. 25-26, Nov. 28-
30

Catahoula That portion of Representative All Weapon types Nov. 22-23,28-30

District 20 designated as
Precincts 1-1, 1-2,2-1,2-2,3-1,3-
2,4-1,4-2,5-1,5-2,6-1, and 8-1

Concordia That portion of Representative All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28-30,
District 20 designated as Dec. 6-7, 13-14
Precincts 5-3 and 5-4

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28-30




A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting of either sex deer. The
final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at the July Commission meeting
with the either sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission closed either
sex hunting in the above described areas in response to HB 1316. This Legislation has
subsequently been vetoed by Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management to
allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative
Procedure Act and allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent information
shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on
October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend of
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one of the largest turnouts of
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for
deer simultaneously with the opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result
in a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July
Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel
and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously,
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the
importance of safety and believes that it is in the best interest of all hunters to
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts
the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of
rts and correspondence to other agencies o

Jaris H. Jenkins Ar. A
" La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Secretary, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative
Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency
Rule:
Muzzle loader Season Area 3 and 7
The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows
Area 3
Area 7
A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas
to avoid conflict with the opening day of the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The
Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit
seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on
the opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at
the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there
is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the no.rmal Administrative Procedure Act
procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



Parish 95/96 Sales 0.9 Factor Est. 96/97 Sales

Vemon 20 18 38
Beauregard 22 20 42
Acadia 15 14 29
Jeff Davis 55 80 105
Cameron 9 8 17
Vemmilion 4 4 8
Lafayette 171 154 325
Subtotal Area 3 296 268 564
Rapides 719 647 1368
St. Landry 256 230 486
Total Area 3 1271 1145 2416
Iberia 21 19 40
St. Mary 41 37 78

Total Area 7 62 56 118



Parish
Vernon
Beauregard
Acadia
Jeff Davis
Cameron
Vermilion
Lafayette

Subtotal Area 3

Rapides
St. Landry

Total Area 3

Iberia
St. Mary

Total Area 7

20
22
15
55
9

4
171

286

719
256

1271

21
41

18
20
14
50
8

4
154

268

647
230

1145

19
37

95/96 Sales 0.9 Factor Est. 96/97 Sales

38
42
29
106
17
8
325

564

1366
486

2416

40
78

118



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative
Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency
Rule:
Muzzle loader Season Area 3 and 7
The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows
Area 3
Area 7
A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas
to avoid conflict with the opening day of the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The
Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit
seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on
the opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at
the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there
is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal Administrative Procedure Act
procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend of
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one of the largest turnouts of
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for
deer simultaneously with the opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result
in a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July
Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel
and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously,
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the
importance of safety and believes that it is in the best interest of all hunters to
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts
the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government

Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Secretary, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
“ ~ August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend of
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one of the largest turnouts of
hunters during the hunting season, and

' WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for
deer simultaneously with the opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result

in a dangerous situation for hunters and

WHEREAS, . seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July
~ Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel
" and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously,

and .

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the
importance of safety and believes that it is in the best interest of all hunters to
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts !

the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by
Declaration of Emergency, and

3
)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government

Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.
" La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Secretary, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildie and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of .R.S, 49:953(B) of the Administrative

Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency
" Rule:
Muzzle loader Season Area 3 and 7

The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows

" Area3 Ok e-rO 5 0Ays
, Dee. 13- 19 TUbysS

Area7 Ok, &—1O 5 orys
Jax o |9 —2S 70443
A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas
to avoid conflict with the opening day of the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The
Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit
seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on
the opening weekend.  The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at
the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there
is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the nofmal Administrative Procedure Act
procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



. RESOLUTION
" LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

e fo i ted the Louisi
ommi i i u issio ee

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early
migratory bird season regulations that include dove,
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for migratory species that
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it 1s the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for these migratory species within constraints
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections
for early migratory bird seasons.

Dahilel J. Babih, Chairman James B4 i Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Déepartmént of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997-
98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days
September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days
October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days
December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24
TEAL:

September 20-28 9 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green-
winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps
required.
RAILS: Split Season

September 20-28

November 8-January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,
Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



GALLINULES: Split season

September 20-28

November 8-January 7

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30
SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16
WOODCOCK: December 18-January 31

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6
SHOOTING HOURS:

1i e ipe an 00 ck: One-half hour
before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to
sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory
species. 1In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits,
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through
sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early
migratory bird season regulations that include dove,
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

the results of this meeting have been discussed with the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

rules and regulations governing early migratory bird
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for migratory species that
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

it is the statutory responsibility of the ILouisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for these migratory species within constraints
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
framework, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections
for early migratory bird seasons.

Daniel J.

Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &

Commission

Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997-
98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days
September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days
October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days
December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24
TEAL:

September 20-28 9 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green-
winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps
required.
RAILS: Split Season

September 20-28

November 8-January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag 1limit 15 in the aggregate,
Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



GALLINULES: Split season

September 20-28

November 8-January 7

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30
SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16
WOODCOCK: December 18;3anuary 31

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6
SHOOTING HOURS:

Teal, Rail, Gallinule, Snipe and Woodcock: One-half hour
before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to
sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory
species. 1In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits,
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours
will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through
sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission meeting in Baton Rouge, LA August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D. C. have been held on early migratory bird season
regulations that include dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird season frameworks have been
developed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff has presented
recommendations for migratory species that include season dates, bag limits, and
shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
to establish hunting seasons for these migratory species within constraints
established by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Commission does hereby adopt the attached season
dates, bag limits, and shooting hours for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and
woodcock by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service as Louisiana’s selections for early migratory bird seasons

- Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Louisiana Wildlife and Louisiana Department of
Fisheries Commission Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative
Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency
Rule:
The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997-98 hunting season shall be
as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days

September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days
October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days
December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24
TEAL:
September 20-28 9 days
Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only.
Federal and State waterfowl stamps required.
RAILS: Split Season
September 20-28
November 8-January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate, Possession 30.



SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the aggregate.
GALLINULES: Split season

September 20-28

November 8-January 7

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30
SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16
WOODCOCK: December 18-January 31

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS:

Teal, Rail, and Gallinule, Snipe and Woodcock: One half our before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to sunset on
Sept. 6-7, Oct. 18-19, and Dec. 13-14 when shooting hours will be 12:00 noon to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
establishes the framework for all migratory species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting
opportunities to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
must be established and presented to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on
September 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of these natural resources and allow for
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and

D

delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

1

Daniel J. /8abin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission

Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Date B Limi Possession Limit Shooting Hours
Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only 1/2 hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to 1/2

hour after sunset
Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique
Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River,
east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to IA
108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting
of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in
November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the
requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours

will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset



on February 1, 1998.
Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
or quadrupeds, including pheasant 1is vested in the
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of these natural resources and allow for
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency
including preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby‘ adopts the
following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Date Bag Limit Possession Limit ooti ours
Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only 1/2 hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to 1/2

hour after sunset
Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique
Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River,
east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA
108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting
of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begiﬁ in
November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the
requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours

will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset



on February 1, 1998.
Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to establish hunting seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds,
and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession limits and other rules and
regulations for the hunting, taking and possession of any species of wild game
birds or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the Commission by R.S.
56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and conservation of these natural
resources and allow for recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed and considered all
available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts
the attached regulations for pheasant hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government

Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Secretary, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative Procedures Act, and under
authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency Rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Date Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours
Nov. 27-Jan. 31 2 males only 4 males only Y hour before sunrise
to sunset

Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of Calcasieu and Cameron parishes:

That portion west of Choupique Bayou south of Hwy. 90 to La. 27, west of La. 27 to north boundary of Sabine
NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south
of Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to La. 108, north and east of La. 108 from
Gum Cove Road to Hwy 90, and south of Hwy. 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting of pheasants during the upcoming season
which will begin in November of 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the requirements of the
Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on November 1, 1997 and
extend through sunset on February 1, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



’ ! TENTATIVE SEASONS FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (37 days)
East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)

Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day-January 24 in all zones

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than 4 mallards
(no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 pintail,
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 of which may be a hooded
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is twice the daily bag
limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEWIDE SEASON:
Nov. 8 (Sat.)-February 22 (Sun.) 107 days
Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 10
Possession limit (snow and blue): 30

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 28 (Sun.) (47 days)



Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) 2
Possession limit (speckle bellies) 4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada goose.
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 20 (Tues)-Jan. 28 (Wed) 9 days

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of southwest
Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to the
Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the Intracoastal Canal to
its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture
with Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west along
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the
point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the Canada Goose Season. A
permit is required of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable $5.00
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District
Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit
this information to the Department by February 15, 1998 will result in the hunter not
being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



To: Clyde Kimball

Fax #:

Subject:  Duck Seasons

Date: August 19, 1997
Pages: 4, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



TENTATIVE SEASONS FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE

DUCKS AND COOTS:
West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (37 days)
East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)
Catahoula Lake Zone:

(60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day-January 24 in all zones

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than 4 mallards
(no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 pintail,
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 of which may be a hooded
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is twice the daily bag
limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEWIDE SEASON:
Nov. 8 (Sat.)-February 22 (Sun.) 107 days
Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 10
Possession limit (snow and blue): 30

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 28 (Sun.) (47 days)



Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) 2
Possession limit (speckle bellies) 4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada goose.
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 20 (Tues)-Jan. 28 (Wed) 9 days

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of southwest
Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to the
Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the Intracoastal Canal to
its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture
with Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west along
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the
point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the Canada Goose Season. A
permit is required of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable $5.00
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District
Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit
this information to the Department by February 15, 1998 will result in the hunter not
being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commissioh hereby amends

the fbilowing rule.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing
§165. Black Bass Regulations - Atchafalaya River Basin-Lake
Verret-Palourde Complex

The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass (Micropterus
spp.) is 10 fish and the minimum total length limit is 14 inches in
the area south of U.S. 190 from the West Atchafalaya Basin
Protection Levee to the intersection of LA 1 and U.S. 190 due north
of Port Allen, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee
from U.S. 190 to U.S. 90, north of U.S. 90 from the West
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA
20 from U.S. 90 to LA 1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from
IA 20 to U.S. 190.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:361 (March
1993), amended LR 21:960 (September 1995), LR

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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RULE
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule
modifying regulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing
§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement
A. The daily creel 1limit (daily take) for black bass
(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum
total length limit for largemouth bass (M. salmoides) is 14 inches
and the minimum total 1length 1limit for spotted bass (M.
punctulatus) is 12 inches. For enforcement purposes, a spotted
bass shall be defined as a black bass with a tooth patch.
B. The daily creel limit for white bass (Morone chrysops) is
25 fish and there is no minimum total length limit.

C. The minimum total length limit for crappie (Pomoxis spp.)

from through

the la day in February,

limit on\ crappie. Fro the 1last day in

February, crappie is prohiblite All crappie caught

~
\“.

nust be counted toward the daily creel limit of 50 fish.
(Lgﬂ For all species of fish, the possession limit for
recreational anglers, while on the water, shall be a one day's

creel limit.




ii)ﬁc This rule will become effective September 1, 1997.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated 1in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:548 (August
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), LR 17:1123 (November 1991},
LR 19:790 (June 1993), LR

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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DEFINITIONS
Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts ef al. (1991).
Catch - The total number or pounds of fish captured from an area over a period of time. This

includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place
in an area different from where the fish are landed. 45

the ratio, expressed as a percent, of the number of fis
which would be present if there was no fishery. Escapem
that is, what the -escapement would be if the ﬁshmg morfalit ity

the percentage of fish dying in one year.
any one time. The acceptable rates of fj

riod, begmmng atithe approximate average birth date of
f)‘wgms Se tember 1 and runs through August 31 of

Management Council. An agency, established by the federal
d _;&anagement Act, which is charged with managing fisheries
one,(EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico.

NMFS - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

iii 1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



MRFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey of marine
recreational fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an
annual basis, including annual estimates for Louisiana.

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing
stock assessments of fish under the charge of the Council.

SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producins v
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist iffHie}sfock were unfished.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used/in' this repg,t, the ratiQ;ofithe otaj%yéight
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight thatgwould exist if the stock\w fished.

e

p’r&diuction per recruit of a fished
population relative to the spawning production per recruitiof anunfished population with otheriwse
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit¥ Also ca ! Hequilibrium” or "static %"
SPR. ‘

Transitional SPR - The spawning product-i per Iecruitin? 2 "é ative to that which would
have been produced in the year if there hddbeen 'I;%és ity cohorts that exist in that year.
Also called "non-equilibrium”, "dy anweighted:transitional” SPR by some authors.

VPA - Virtual Population Analysis nalysis that uses the number of fish harvested at

various ages and an estimate of; ty toﬁestimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It
also provide§an estimate Efishiin‘ascohort alive at various ages

Weighteéc itional SPR%Thespawning production in a year relative to that which would
have been producedtin,the yearif; *had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year.
Differs from transitiona eing

. g A
present in thatsyeary
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74,
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is required to
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on red drum, based on the most current information
available, which is due to the Legislature by September 1. The most comprehenm@report is that
required by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as follws.

) a proﬁle of the Spemes, its ﬁshenes and stock asses%mééﬁﬁthat inck deslavallable sciences,

2) Total allowable catch with probable allocation sos _\.,g
This document is prepared by the Louisiana Dep

the Commission with the information needed to fulfill 1%
addresses each issue individually and uses the best da
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1997 Report

Part I

August 7, 1997
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Part 1- PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT
AND BIOLOGICAL CONDITION

Introduction

A detailed profile and stock
assessment document entitled "A Profile and
Stock Assessment for Red Drum Sciaenops
ocellatus, in Louisiana™was prepared by the
Department in May, 1991 and presented to
both the Commission and the Louisiana
Legislature. = This report updates that
document and four prior annual reports to the
Commission (LDWF 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995)
with additional data.

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile of the§ 5

species was described in the "Biological 4 1C
Fishery Profile of the Red Drum in Louigiana"
(Hoese et al. 1991). Further studieéghave

become available since that timef£and”have 4

been summarized in prior repéfftg Oniz
bioprofile information that, has becomg

drum, arid'compared th % 2
on mifochondrial DNA (HatDNA) variation in
red/dfim to similar information on black drum
and’red snapper from se_@gral locations across
ern Gulf o ‘Mg;{ico. They observed

nices in mtPNA diversities within each

ithe'Gulf, suggesting differences

different regions. Red drum and black drum
mtDNA diversities were higher in the western

Gulf, while red snapper diversity was higher
in the eastern gulf.

A lab study of the chemical elements
incorporated into the otoliths of young red
drum (Hoff and Fuiman 1995) indicated that
variation in the elemental compQsition may be
influenced by seal h%f?’?;i'ological and
environmental facfors 3T e study examined

red dnmjteared i Captivity under different
temperature, salinity% }gtaxy conditi{og}s.

Su “ﬁfifgments wefeused to; gdjﬁst he eleméntal

24 e N e
,ppsmog gffthe diet. Diet:wasmnotifound to

bia #M 3 xu%%" @ : ag e .
ificantly’change e]emenmn%%}gmon in

are In a separate
‘uimanyand Hoff (1995) reported

17and potassium in red drum otoliths
0t strongly correlated with seasonal
water;temperatures, but might correspond in
some way to reproductive activity. The

WZspecific cause of the variation was not
" elucidated, but they speculate that if a causal

relationship between reproduction and otolith
sodium and potassium concentrations could
be established for red drum, it could be
useful in characterizing important life history
parameters for individual fish.

An  evaluation of chemical
contaminants and their effects on young-of-
the-year red drum and other estuarine species
in Tampa Bay by McCain ez al. (1996)
reported unusually high levels of
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the
livers of red drum, compared to other species
collected in the same areas. They were not
able to explain the inter-species difference,
but suggested that it could be due to
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concentration of PCBs in species that were
important in the food of the red drum, but
not in the other species examined.

Ross et al. (1995) provided a
characterization of the life history and fishery
for red drum in North Carolina. They
reported age frequencies of adult red drum
that approximated the distribution of cohort
strengths in the Gulf of Mexico as reported
by Wilson et al. (1993) for the same period.
They also estimated fishing mortality rates on
subadult red drum in North Carolina, based
on catch curve and tag return analyses.
These analyses indicated that annual survival
was in the range of 6-24%, reducing the
contribution of recent year-classes to the
adult population.

The NMFS completed a stocks

assessment that estimated fishing mortali
_ rates and escapement in U.S. Gulf of

fishery ha dfg ) ncstunateda es
for the early\1980 55 1

43% in 1987-8
Florida's 1994%& el
escapemefit averaged 63271
early £1990's. Rccently &M
(1997) reported that thefagéistructure of the
adul red drum of the Gulf Coast of Florida

s TEpOTLs that
§ urmg the

; t f
Vi ds to confirm estimates o
increased escapement levels for the Florida
stock, at least.

Data on recruitment of juveniles into
the Louisiana estuaries are annually
developed by the Department's Finfish
Monitoring Program (Figure 1.1). Initial
estimates of recruitment for young-of-the-
year (YOY) juveniles 14 inches long are
provided each fall by s@ﬁe samples.
Trammel nets are jised tosample juveniles
just overone yearfoldd(Age-1, 12-18 inches
TL), ﬁ?nch is nears
recre gtlonal ﬁsheryund
length restrlctx T@@e\

. These 1ndependen§est1mates
havgﬁstoncany been well correlated w1th

rgcohorts where both YOY
1 Age’l (trammel) indices have
ed, seine samples indicated

A abovelayeragé cohorts in 1987, 1990-91 and

1993- 5 with 1990 having the highest index.
The£1989 cohort seine index was low, as

__wére the 1992 and 1996 indices. Trammel
aisample indices provide relatively strong
" indices for the 1987, 1990 and 1993-94

cohorts, and a low index value for the 1989
cohort.

During recent years (1992-1994
cohorts) trammel net estimates have been
higher than would be expected from the seine
index values (Figure 1.1). This may have
been due to increased survival over the mild
winters of these years, or due to normal
variation between sampling regimes. Data on
recreational red drum harvest indicates that
trammel net samples accurately estimated the
catch of age-1 fish for cohorts between 1987
and 1992. We believe that the trammel net
samples are a better index of fish recruiting
to the fishery than the seine index, as
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trammel index is composed of fish that are
temporally closer to the size where they
become legally available to the recreational
fishery. The trammel net index also show
good correlation with recreational harvest of
age-1 fish.

Seine samples from the fall of 1996
provided the first estimate of the 1996 year-
class strength. Data from these samples
suggest recruitment of early juveniles into the
marshes below the 10-year average, but not
a low as the 1989 estimate. Trammel net
indices from the fall of 1996 (1995 cohort)
were somewhat below the indices from the
seine samples, indicating that the winter of
1995-96 may have affected survival to the
age-1 fish, and to the fishery in 1996-97.

Stock Assessment

Prior to  the
development of an assessment of J:0 '1s1ana
red drum stock (LDWF 1991)/a/s
assessmen/tgfg& red drumzw provxded Q)
Goodyegr;f 989) The(ﬁeta ummanes fo

purse seine data&accg&rautg kggepresented the
offshore age structureNGE terpretatlon of
the results was that a s ignifica t decline in

’&tment to the offshore population
oced in the mid 1970's. He was unable
lly explain the cause of this decline but
dld%‘“lpart attrlgute it to increased harvest
l%\ggg;pfujuvgnﬂe*red drum during the mid to
late Oészz“é"stuarme or inshore areas. His
assessment was similar in concept to the

Department's assessment.

y_.*-ﬂdgt§pre l979“‘ﬁs£mg“mortahty rates were
Stk quaigg) those opemtmg in 1979. Projections

Department s 4

Goodyear (1993) provided an

assessment that indicated an escapement rate
of 46% gulfwide in 1991, the most recent
year considered. this was a higher rate than
the rate calculated for prior years. He also
noted discrepancies in the estimated adult
stock size basedé_ on VF @ techniques
compared to the offshore tag/recapture study

[Tysest

ed;that ﬁshmg mortality rates estimated
W@ remain constant in the future.
futhese assumptions, the unweighted
transmonal SPR in 1979 was 13%,
decr;ased to a low of about 6% in 1992, then
1P§reased to slightly over 10% in 1996, and
was projected as "about 18% at the turn of
the century". He expressed a lack of
confidence in the results of the SPA and the
calculations of SPR that were derived from
it. He discussed the effects of variable
recruitment on the relationship between
harvest, escapement and the conservation
standard. He contended that the reduction in
gulf-wide harvest recorded in 1987-90 over
the 1984-86 period may have been the result
of reduced recruitment during that time
period, as well as regulatory measures.

The Department has regularly updated
it's original 1991 stock assessment on red
drum (LDWF 1991) and has provided
reports on the results (LDWF 1992, 1993,
1994, 1995). These assessments use data
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currently available to the Department to
provide the most up-to-date and accurate
estimates possible of fishing mortality,
escapement rates, and SPR for Louisiana.

The present assessment utilizes
recreational harvest data through August,
1996. This provides two additional years of
harvest data which were not included in the
last report.

Fishery-independent  seine  and
trammel net indices include data through
March 1997. Seine indices provide initial
measures of the 1996 cohort strength, while
trammel net samples provide later measures
through the 1995 cohort.

All analyses in this and all other

Department assessments are based on g

fishing year of September of one ygar
through August of the following year ,smce

>provided in
prevml’i&s@'reports Bothy, enarios were age-
struCtured analyses thatoW differed in the
initial assumptions reardmg the age
structure of the woffshore population.
Soenano 1 relied o;};the validity of the purse
exstructiiré’data as being an unbiased
réprescniation”of the age structure of the
adumtmn Scenario 2 was typical age-
structured virtual population analysis (VPA)
that was independent of the purse seine age
frequency data. The results from both

this coincides with ﬁshing activitics for the | rate ogiSS%.

scenarios over the years have converged
where it is only necessary to conduct a single
assessment. This years assessment follows
that of Scenario 1.

The VPA analyses provide estimates
of recruitment and fishing mortahty rates by
age for each ﬁsMgzé%m ‘These rates were
used to calculate éugiwelghted transitional and
static SPﬁ?and equﬂ1br1i1%escapement rates

597 .
for each fishmg years -

Equilibrium escapement rates
by A;é‘ar are presented in Figure 1.5 and

“ ,represent the impact of fishing mortality on
: Givenile (less than 4 year old) fish typically

harvested by the inshore and nearshore
recreational fishery.

Commercial and recreational landings
are provided in Figures 6 and 7 to provide a
historic perspective of Louisiana harvest.

Goodyear's (1996) gulf-wide stock
assessment has estimated current SPR to be
12% and an SPR of 18% will be reached at
the turn of the century (2000). At the point
that 20% SPR is reached, the federally
managed stock will no longer be defined as
overfished. Goodyear (1996) noted that
much of the present and projected future
increases in escapement and SPR occur in the
final years of the analysis. He performed a
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"retrospective analysis" that demonstrated an
increase in estimated fishing mortality rates
in a given year with the removal of the most
recent years data. He expressed concern that
fishing mortality rates in the most recent
years could be poorly estimated and biased
low.

The Department, after a thorough
review of available data on red drum, feels
that the results of this (1997) assessment and
simulation of future conditions best describe
the status of the red drum stock in Louisiana.
It should be noted that the Gulf-wide
assessment prepared by Goodyear (1996)
describes the status of the stock for the entire
Gulf and that the Department's assessment
best describes that portion off Louisiana’s

coast. The results of the assessments do not «

necessarily have to match, but mcreas1(ng
rates of cscapement from Louisiana shoud be

The 1996 NMFS

SPR whlchflsxsmnlar ti){”
estlmatcsff year (per‘s

in the sm‘@gf the adulgstogl%should bring
about ificreases in average%annual recruitment
of Jlfgi'%mlcs This shogld tésult i inshore
recruitment levels excégdmg the pre-1990
lég\%ls if the spawninggstock is permitted to
rebuild, Howeveriihe also noted that data
ﬁ:%%%%%’* Pt

arey msqfﬁcm\l%@p conclude that recruitment
overﬁshmgrdld occur. It is reassuring to us
that 16Vels of recruitment since 1990 have
been on average higher than those observed
since 1986 (Figure 1) even though estimates
of spawning stock biomass that produced

4 (F1 6:3). SThis is confirmed by data on the

those levels were near or at their historic
minimum. This implies that either spawning
stock biomass was not as low as predicted or
20% SPR is not the minimum threshold for
recruitment overfishing or that there is very
significant variation in recruitment at existing
levels of SPR. There coftinues to be
substantial evidencélthat adeqa{late spawning
biomasseexists to odice high levels of

,B’jy.“‘!-‘&

recrultment anf that™ the)
AR, Rl A
biorgass is contmumg to” mcrease at a rapld

assessment estimates the impact
h’t%regulatlons in terms of ﬁshlng

age frequencies of the adult offshore
populatlon (Wilson et al. 1993 and pers.
omm) In 1991-92, the most recent
ffshore age structure data, the population
was dominated by younger fish (76% of the
population sampled), indicating a significant
increase in rates of escapement from the
inshore juvenile population under current
regulations. Based on this assessment,
fishing mortality rates can be increased, so
long as the conservation standard of 30%
escapement (=20% SPR) is maintained. For
this report, surplus escapement is defined as
the difference between current escapement
levels of 55-71% and the conservation
standard of 30%. We recommend that any
regulatory changes that would increase
fishing mortality rates be incremental and
that the fishery not be permitted to absorb all
of the surplus escapement at one time. This
strategy would allow evaluation of the effects
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of each modification, so that the conservation
standard would not be inadvertently overshot
by unforseen changes in the fisheries, which
might affect fishing mortality rates.

In prior reports, we recommended that
research be conducted to provide estimates of
the current size and age structure of the
offshore spawning stock. The initial stages of
this work are presently being conducted by
NMEFS in cooperation with the Gulf States.
This research should provide a fishery-
independent method for verifying the changes
in fishing mortality rates resulting from
current regulations. The Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is also collecting
information on age and growth of juvenile and
adult red drum in Louisiana waters, with the

intent to develop the data necessary to more s i

Louisiana fishery.

onservation Standard

3 ;'-fadopted 20% )
conservatlon“sggnda%»for the ed. drum?stocks
of the Gulf of¢ M’xwo, and requ%me
rovnde o1 30%
aters, in order to

¢ Conservation sars are based on
a number of bioléggical measures of the

dyn ics of fish stocfl‘tgg, that are intended to
pl Ero%eic ’* 1ab1]1 of that stock for future

dynamlcs of fish stocks, depending on the data
available, the needs of fishery and of the
resource. Conservation standards should be

separated into two types: a conservation
threshold which is entirely biologically based,
and a conservation target which considers
biological measures modified by relevant
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation  “thregfolds”  are
intended to provide! m%noloéical baseline for
harvest of a fish stock based on stock recruit
relatlon'gmps or‘other biol logical parameters
spec c 10 the stochmble This baseln’iﬁfte7
standard belo wh1ch th%s_t ck h | ni
all?&v%d to «g0, has been%desc' ibed”
«thi,‘g*h Sld’B -’5{. S

” be set at a fishing rate below the “threshold”

in ogder to ensure that the biological integrity

Recently, use of a stock measure,
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
spawning potential ratio (SPR), has become
widely used. This measure compares the
estimated female spawning biomass of the
stock that survive fishing with the estimated
biomass of the stock under unfished
conditions. The analysis does not take into
account any density-dependent relationships
due to the changes in the size of the fished
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by
Gabriel et al. (1984) and refined by Goodyear
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass
(or egg production) per recruit, below which
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future
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recruitment, and below which the fishery
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be
evaluated from information on the stock in
question. However, the information base
necessary to adequately describe this level is
often not available. In such cases, it has been
_recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
SPR of 20% be used as a “threshold” in
absence of sufficient evidence to provide a
standard specific to the stock in question.
This standard is also based on work on North
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel e al. 1984,
Gabriel, 1985). A SSBR of 35% has been
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20%
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A
SSBR of 8-13% has been demonstrated to be

sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 198"/);\

In prior analyses of the Louisiana spotted
seatrout fisheries (LDWF A

recommended an SPR of 15% after an
several years of avallable data vi

Téhr -quarters of the _;};stocks requlred a
um SPR of 27£1%.

_’I:he'use of any measure of health of a
fishéstocksas a perfect index is arguable.

Intuitively it seems more logical that growth
overfishing would occur at a much lower

fishing rate than would threaten recruitment.

G through_'

However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993)
provide information to suggest that some
stocks may have reduced levels of
recruitment at levels of fishing that would not
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable
position for making recommendations on
appropriate levels of ﬁshmg foPa stock is to
base those recommendatlon/s on actual
measures, of spawnin; wiing 'stock and recruitment
for thatispecies; € ame ﬁshery Thls
W s SRR
requu'es a base of info
that reqmres momt%ynng ,
the‘ fishe §ver a variety
Y /0 etyg0
Wlth_ ~thls information, ¥ ,.mappropnate
el . Standards may either
:overestimate the potential of

: tential is underestimated

ated soﬁety also loses the benefits

f sus,talﬁz?lble TFishery, which must at least go
i

some period of rebuilding, when

effort/ymust be reduced from the

non-sustainable levels (Hilborn and Walters

1992) Some researchers have speculated that

i

‘over-harvest of some stocks may lead to their

replacement in the ecosystem by other, often
less preferred stocks. The frequency of such
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred
over time in the Grand Banks area, where
prolonged, intense harvest of cod and haddock
have been implicated in gradual increases in
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD -
NEFSC 1993).
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Total Allowable Harvest with Probable absorb all surplus escapement with a single

Allocation Scenarios regulatory change.

The intent of this section is to fulfil the There are an infinite number of
obligation specified in the legislative possible allocation scenarios, depending on
resolutions cited in the Introduction to provide the availability of suitable data and the
guidance as to the allowable harvest and method used to regulate thePrecreational
_ provide a range of probable allocation options. fishery or a potential corfimercial fishery.

The allocation SCENarios: presented here are

The GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the

conservation standard for the red drum stocks . NpAGE . oftvarying the
of the Gulf of Mexico, and requested the 1 ingxa potentlal
States to enact rules to provide for 30% cogmerci aldqiiota. A summafy e ome
escapement to offshore waters, in order to possvib H15cation scena.noﬁs»-prowded in
achieve this standard. Table%1%] Wh1le 30% escapement is the
i ndard we noted above that

Results of this assessment indicate thede is some beneﬁt to approaching the

that current SPR for red drum off Louisiana
is above 20%. Additionally, escapement
rates under current regulations (51-71%) are‘
above the 30% standard. Under current
regulations there is some surplus escapement

surplus, if not utilized by thefLy uisiana rates’in the terminal year of the assessment
fishery, will continue to cont&;bute to arid’mean recruitment from 1972-1995. They
building of the offshore spa W j are based on size limits presently in effect in
~ the recreational fishery, and an 18-27 inch
size limit in the commercial fishery. The 18-
inch minimum size limit was in effect when
the commercial fishery was closed. Any
change in size limits from those mentioned

Howev%&changes in:reg above would require further simulation.

we }g’eonunend that %

incremental increase in fishmgfmortahty rates For any selected level of escapement,
regulations notsbe further changed annual variations in recruitment will affect
#4a) period of 3 to7years. This would allowable harvest. Years of high recruitment

allowthe Depart!?ent to better monitor the would provide higher than average allowable

2of, .the'-~ ifishery resulting from harvest, and vice versa.

reg&l@ato%rz%hgnges and minimizes the risk of

overshootlng the target fishing mortality Any significant build-up of the

rates. Regulations could then be adjusted spawning stock (SPR > 20%) in the Gulf of

accordingly in the future to move gradually Mexico may result in the re-opening of the red

to a level of 30% rather than attempting to drum ﬁshery in the Federal Exclusive .
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Economic Zone (EEZ) under the GMFMC red
drum FMP. However, this fishery is beyond
the scope of Louisiana State regulations, and
thus these scenarios are not considered here.
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Figures

Catch/Effort of Red Drum in Seines and Trammel Nets
by Cohort, October - March Data
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Figure 1.2. Recreational harvest of age 1 red drum by cohort compared to the LDWF
seine and trammel net log catch/effort indices for those cohorts. Catch per effort and

harvest are indexed against the mean for the years presented, i.e. the long-term average
equals 1
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Estimates of Unweighted SPR for Red Drum
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Figure 1.4. Cumulative fishing mortality rates by year, with the cumulative rates that
would provide 30% escapement and 50% escapement. Rates less than these provide
greater escapement, while rates higher than these provide less.
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Equilibrium Escapement Rates by Year
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Figure 1.5. Equilibrium escapement rates by ye

fishing mortality rates of ages 0 -3.
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Figure 1.6. Total, recreational and commercial harvest of red drum from Louisiana waters.,
in terms of millions of pounds of fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, commercial

data from NMFS commercial landings database.




Louisiana's Recreational Catch of Red Drum
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Figure 1.7. Recreational catch, releases, and,
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Part 2 - SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS years of age. Combining this estimate with
the license sale figure yields an estimate of

2.1  Participation in Recreational approximately 63,000 non-resident
Saltwater Fishing : Louisiana saltwater anglers in FY 1995-96.
MRFSS estimated approximately 80,000
Recreational saltwater fishing continues to non-resident Louisiana saltwater anglers in
increase in popularity in Louisiana waters, as 1996. This estimate was based on a small
evidenced by increasing saltwater license sample size and has’a mdc«fﬁargm of error.

sales by the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). Licensed
resident saltwater anglers increased from
206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY) 1990-91 to
299,860 in FY 1995-96, an increase of
45.5%. Since residents younger than 16
years of age or over 59 years of age are
exempt from license requirements, these
figures are less than the total number of
resident saltwater anglers. Using age
stratified participation data from the 1991
National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and /%
Wildlife-Associated Recreation (U.S. £ B
Department of the Interior, 1993b), it was’

estimated that 34% of resident anglers/are
P REET)

not required to purchase a fishing hggnse

Combining this estimate with the license

wgysmg angler%oph'lstlcatlon and more
: shln%gchnlques to target their

In comparing the percentages of anglers that
targeﬁ'i spotted seatrout and red drum, the
pc;nod from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991,
s when 49% of the surveyed anglers said they
were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and
comparing averages for the five year period
from 1992-1996, yields preference
percentages of 36% and 32% for spotted
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The
percentage of surveyed anglers targeting red

resident participati
recreatlo%d ﬁsh

Non-re51dent saltwater anglem icense sales drum exceeded the percentage targeting
1n1£kgf 1995-96 totaled 46 239 an increase of spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.
approx1mately 67% from’ the FY 1990-91
. '?of 27,758. Nonﬁ‘”éldents younger than 2.3  Characteristics of Anglers Targetin
Mag s.0f of age aré; ‘exempt from licensing Red Drum
requlrements‘%The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
SW(U S"Department of the Interior, Using data from three surveys (Kelso et al.
1993a) estimated that in 1991 26.7% of total 1991,1992, and 1994), characteristics of
anglers in the east south-central and west anglers who identified red drum as their
south-central states were younger than 16 primary target species were analyzed.
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Parish of Residence

Based on the 1991 and 1993 surveys (Kelso
et al. 1992,1994), over 50% of respondents

who targeted red drum live in five parishes,
and over 75% live in 12 parishes, as shown

below:

% of Red

Parish Drum Anglers
Jefferson 16.16%
Terrebonne 12.85%
Calcasieu 9.30%
E. Baton Rouge 8.08%
Lafourche 6.85%
Orleans 4.16%
St. Mary 3.92%
Iberia 3.79%%
Lafayette 3.43%
St. Tammany 3.30%
Plaquemines 2.82%
Vermilion 2.69%
35 other parishes 22.65%

100.00%

Total

anglers,who targeted red:¢ ]
saltwéter anglers from the: %m'veys as
welligs the age distribution for all anglers
fggﬁl the U.S. Fish andéWildlife survey (U.S.
Department of the Interior,.1993b), are
Bfesented in Table2‘*2
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Income

Red drum anglers, and saltwater anglers in
general, from the 1991 and 1993 surveys
(Kelso et al. 1992,1994) were more affluent
than the general population of Louisiana.
The 1993 median househoch ng?ome for
Louisiana residents g‘s*geggrted in the

tatisti tractic HU ates -
1995 @%Depafﬁ’;’?‘f gmmerce, 1995)
was $26 312. Themedtan household :

(((((

Py

combined 123,1 and 1993 survey .(Ket> et
al. 195281 ;1.994) fell in the $351000$39,999

crcenta.

of respondents
3.21%
6.03%
$15 OOO $19 999 6.28%
$20 000 - $24,999 8.33%
j$25 000 - $29,999 9.10%
’$30 000 - $34,999 10.64%
$35,000 - $39,999 6.54%
$40,000 - $44,999 10.38%
$45,000 - $49,999 9.23%
$50,000 - $54,999 8.08%
$55,000 - $59,999 5.00%
$60,000 + 17.18%
Total 100.00%
Occupation

The 1991 survey (Kelso et al. 1992) asked
anglers to list their occupation. The top ten
responses of red drum anglers who
responded to the survey, and the percentage
who specified each occupation, were:
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QOccupation # %

Salesman 41 6.3
Manager 31 4.8
Oil Field Worker 29 4.5
Mechanic 29 4.5
Housewife 28 43
Engineer 23 3.6
Retired 22 3.4
Welder 21 3.2
Teacher/Coach 18 2.8
Operator 17 2.6
Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992) questioned respondents about
their general values and attitudes regarding
fishing. The combined results from the two
surveys are displayed in Table 2.3.

The red drum anglers agreed that they wereT
happier the more fish they caught, and that
catching many fish helped make a ﬁshmg
trip successful, but almost two-thu‘ds aiso
said that a trip could be successful even if no
fish were caught Approx1mately bne-halff
of the red /drutmxanglers grdr

neltherfa’ld they usually g1qv
awfj‘;?mdlcanng that for many eating their
catch was part of thelr enJ oyment from

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys
(Kelso, et al. 1991,1992) were also asked
their opinions about several regulation and
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program strategies. The feelings of red
drum anglers toward management
alternatives in the 1990 and 1991 surveys
are illustrated in Table 2.4.

A strong majority of red drum anglers who
responded to the survey exther{g: upported or
strongly supported mlglmurmsrze limits,

creel limits, and st ‘ldrgemouth bass
striped: "ass, and red rum ._A plurality or

; e
shghf majonty suppo

A
maxunum 31zeshm1ts restricted areas, and
TS

prohrb1tmg@:ertam@emes in certain areas.

~Lhey were relatively’ evenly divided on the
i iy SQ%% M i

cds, of slot 11m1ts,° n§egat1ve slot limits, and

In thg;‘l 993 survey (Kelso et al. 1994),
anglers were asked whether they would
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or
3) regulations designed to provide more,
smaller fish. The question was asked
concerning four species: spotted seatrout,
red drum, black drum, and flounder.
Responses of red drum anglers are reported
in Table 2.5.

A majority of the anglers preferred current
regulations for all four species.
Approximately one-third and one-fourth
stated that they would prefer red drum and
black drum, respectively, to be managed for
more, smaller fish.
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24 Expenditure Red Drum ler
There is no “clean” method of attributing
angler expenditures to a certain species of
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular
species, and even those who do target a
certain species derive some enjoyment from
catching a variety of fish (see values and
attitudes section above). Many anglers use
their equipment to fish both saltwater and
freshwater. Other factors that increase an
angler’s enjoyment from a fishing trip, aside
from the actual experience of catching fish,
include non-fish factors such as being in the
outdoors, boating, camping, being with
friends and family, etc. These activities
would carry on to some degree regardless of
the availability of certain species of fish, or
of fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be A
shifted between activities. If an angler lggere
forced to stop fishing, his or her recreatxonal
time and dollars would likely be shlﬁed to |
other activities such as golf, sportmg eventsy.
hunting, etc. ) ;

of valulr;?ﬁ;tifcE Sontrib
ﬁshmg for red drumito the Staté™s *S‘

isto estlmatth%
who targetaed drum

Southfick (Southwick 1997) estimated that
approximately $450 million was spent by
marine recreational anglers in 1996 for
-xpenses including meals, lodging, travel,

Usingithis:$450 million dollar estimate for
annual expenditures by saltwater
recreational anglers, and the 34.77% of
anglers specifying red drum as their primary

23

target species in 1996 (MRFSS), results in
an estimated $156 million of annual
expenditures by anglers targeting red drum.

While direct expenditures are one measure
of an activity’s contribution to the state’s
economy, a measure of “w1111ngness—t0 -pay”
would better measure&me yalue society

N oo
places on that activity.: The amount

W&v’y&élmg to pay to fish
St

? fu LS
the a%o%nt’that ut111ty (pleasure or benefit
expressed;;mgmonetary terms) exceeds one’s
difect expendmlres More research needs to

bedertaken toE?obtamaaccurate and
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Tables

Table 2.1. Target species preferences of recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine

Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service, 1981-
1996).

% Targeting % Indicatinga % Targeting

% Targetmg
Time Period No Species  Target Species  Spotted Seatrout £

_RedDrum

1981-1985 ~ 51% 49%
1986-1990 29% 71%
1991-1996 23% 77%

Table 2.2. Age distribution of surveyed anglers.

Licensed Saltwater Anglers
1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined

6-15 1% 4.0%

Age Red Drum Anglers ‘ , A ‘*Agf glers
: (¥ & 2’

16-17 1% 4.1%
18-24 8.4% 15.0%
25-34 31.7% 14.7%
35-44 31.5% 18.5%
45-54 11.1%
55-64 6.0%
65+ 6.6%

Totals * 100.0%
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Table 2.3. Attitudes and values of surveyed red drum anglers (Kelso et al. 1991,1992).

Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 3% 11% 18% 40% 28%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 7% 16% 13% 46%4 17%

caught. ' 4 Pt

A successful fishing tl'lp is one during which 4% 23%. 16%

many fish are caught. r

™ 7y

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 5% 2 2 l%/j

smaller fish. i o _9‘/'

When I go fishing, I’'m just as happy if I don’t 13% : WWS%

catch a fish.

It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 10% 30% 8%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 35% 16%

trip.

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. , “ 11 28% 10%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of ﬁs]i‘?’ 56% 29%

to catch.

I want to keep all the fish I catch. 1% 6%

I catch fish for sport and pleasur 25% 11%
24% 9%
9% 1%
25% 17%

26
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Table 2.4. Opinions of surveyed red drum anglers regarding management alternatives (Kelso

etal. 1991,1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly | Oppose Neutral Support | Strongly
Oppose Support
Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 2% 5% 5% 36% 52%
size limit). ‘&
Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 12% 24% % 22%
size limit).
Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 11% 129%/47
but keeping the fish above and below this range ‘;‘;"
(slot limit).
Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 9%
releasing the fish above and below this range
(negative slot limit).
Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 43% 37%
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession
limits).
Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted ﬁ 30% 16%
areas.
Having certain fishing areas closed dunngfpaﬁ%f 33% 18%
the year (closed season).
29% 23%
17% 10%
30% 13%
in certain ar eas ;
Not being allowe‘ﬁ;to keepacertam specie Qgﬁsh 9% 18% 23% 34% 16%
during certain-times of th&‘y & v
A vo[u'xiétg’ry catch and release;program. 8% 13% 22% 35% 22%
A'#( datory catch and relegi‘: }}:gram 20% 28% 24% 17% 11%
A tockmg Florida largemoﬁ bass in Louisiana. 1% 2% 15% 27% 55%
Stock hybrid striped bass in 3% 3% 17% 29% 48%
StOCKing(erass carp in Louisiana. 13% 14% 42% 16% 15%
Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 1% 1% 13% 29% 56%
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Table 2.5. Percentage of responses of red drum anglers regarding preferred management goals of

stze and catch limit regulations (Kelso et al. 1994). .

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish
Spotted Seatrout 114 72.8 15.8
Red Drum 6.1 59.6 , oy
Black Drum 5.6 68.2 N & 22
Flounder 929
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is
designed to gain compliance of Fish and
Wildlife regulations as enacted through
legislative and commission mandates. For
performance evaluation factors used to
gauge overall compliance the division totals
citations issued in a particular user group for
a specific violation and compares that figure
to the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of
consistency when comparing numbers,
citations are used throughout the evaluation.
Citations are not necessarily cases that have

Agents through the initial issuance t?z
citation. All citations representedg thJs
evaluatlon have been ofﬁc1ally ﬁled inthe £

0

Rccreanonal ed;dr
have decreased 34% from 5]

There has been a 57% decrease in
commercial fishery violations involving

30

spotted seatrout and red drum since the
implementation of Act 1316.

These types of violations include:
selling red drum, taking/possessing red drum
or spotted seatrout illegally, F a111ng to abide

~ by the spotted seatrout closureft &takmg

spotted seatrout without perinit and taking
undersized spotte ! t commercially.

e
£ t*of:
. * ‘The mo/%%‘%of S
selggd has reduced
years?* owevetysince theﬁ

Speclalfln‘iébéillgatlon Unit th

74.

55 'Red drum seizures were also reduced

byproxunately 30% overall, however the
amount of red drum reported imported into
the state has increased. Several cases have
been made using the importation reporting
requirements to launder Louisiana caught
red drum. These type cases are difficult to
make and require many man hours. As
much time as possible is dedicated in

detecting these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating
to spotted seatrout and red drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a

general reduction of overall on-water
violations observed relating to spotted
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seatrout and red drum. The commercial
figures may be partially biased by the overall
reduction in participants allowed in the
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.

However, the Enforcement Division
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where
under-reporting of spotted seatrout
purchases and sales are misrepresented to
circumvent the annual one million pound
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located
and seized in 96/97 than in any of the last
ten years. The seasonal fishing of gill nets
and night-time fishing prohibition has
allowed Enforcement Agents to closely
monitor the movement of nets on Louisiana
waters.

Overall participation of fishers
involved in recreational and commer¢ial
fisheries in contacting the Departmﬁ@%%
report violations regarding illegaﬁﬁ%ing has
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DEFINITIONS
Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et al. (1991).
Catch - The total number or pounds of fish captured from an area over a period of time. This

includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place
in an area d1ﬂ"erent from where the fish are landed.

Cohort - A group of ﬁsh spawned during a given period, usually withi:
&
Fishing mortality rates - A measurement of the rate of rerdoval of fish from
Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual o gﬁlﬁ‘stantmeg'i‘iﬁ@'s Ann %mqrtahty 1§the
percentage of fish dying in one year. Instantaneous mo is th»rate at whmﬁﬁsh' di 4

GMFMC - Gulf of Mexico Fishery Managemefit Ih
Magnuson Fishery Conservatlon and Managnt A l‘nchus chgged with managing fisheries

Harvest - The total number or poundsiof ﬁsh caught and 'ept from an area over a period of time.
Note that landings, catch, and harv,v@ /

iisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the
Natio Oceanjc and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for
mang; ing fisheries in coﬁce@with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

ing activities begmnmg in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an annual basis,
) ualesnmates for Louisiana.

: K Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing
stock assessments of fish under the charge of the Council.
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SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producing ability of all the mature
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist if the stock were unfished. Often
expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0.20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio of the total weight
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist if the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning productl%n perdecruit of a fished

population relative to the spawning production per recruit of an unﬁshed%ulation with otherwise

similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit @%alled ‘equilibrium" or "static %

SPR. &
7

Transitional SPR - The spawning production per rectuity ina relative to~that.which*would
have been produced in the year if there had been no ﬁsﬁigg:‘on;the cohorts that existin’that year.

Also called "non-equilibrium”, "dynamic" and “unweig transitional” SPR by some authors.

£X

VPA - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that usesgtheiumber of fish harvested at
various ages and an estimate of natural mortality % fishing Q%Qrta;li‘ty for a cohort. It also
provides an estimate of the number of fish in a he at various ages

75

e n" of fish. For red drum, this

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatchc- a give%ar,
is synonymous with "cohort." & &
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74,
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is required to
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on the status of spotted seatrout, based on the most
current information available, which is annually due to the Legislature by Septembérrl. The most
comprehensive report is that required by the SCR, requiring the Commission tofaddress issues as
follows: o

1) a proﬁle of the species, its fisheries and a stock: assessment ¢
sciences, including the biological, socioeconomicsCiences and;the en

Department at this time.
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Part 1 - PROFILE, STOCK
ASSESSMENT AND BIOLOGICAL
CONDITION

A detailed biological profile document
entitled "A Biological and Fisheries Profile of
Louisiana Spotted Seatrout” (Bourgeois ef al.
1996) has been prepared by the Department,
and is attached to this document. The present
report updates that document with newly
acquired biological data and additional
information required by the Legislative
Resolutions. Only bioprofile information that
has become available since publication of the
1996 profile and @ is significant to
understanding the life history of the species is
summarized here.

iological Ie

Schirripa and Goodyear g4.4)
simulated impacts of six possible mapdgement

options on spotted seatrout stocks in 4
Everglades National Park (ENP), Flonda

using two blologlcal refererice pglnts (Fo e
and F, ,)_@I}ey noted that"n‘"faleﬂand female

5 W\ :
spotted Sgatrout; gonad sxzes‘were smaller in
hypersaline con tlons due posswiblyfﬁ“?greater
energy

5 XN condifions in
enced directly

locatlon, overall hook and line mortality
averaged 4.6%. Overall spotted seatrout
mortality in gill nets averaged 28% as

3

- of m gmtude less.

compared with 74% mortalities for spotted
seatrout in Texas gill net studies (Chai et al.
1994) and mortality was significantly
influenced. by water temperature. Higher
mortality rates (47-69%) were observed at
temperatures of 28-31 °C and lower rates (10-
40%) at temperatures of ‘1!6&2 ° C. The
authors reported tha ‘&Mkm absolute terms the
number of spotted! seatro treleased from gill
nets dxed in Flonda 1'%7:]{92 was 2 orders

%’h% ‘mumber that diéd
afterifrelease om h6o %an%glyhl_e/'{hey
suggested thal monahty of réleased. fish-under
hlg'h ﬁs ﬁggffort levels ma\)%red%%% benefits
of and creel regulations. Hook
po%oﬁ wasgfound to be significantly
asSociated' w1..;1i;orta11ty and identified the
n0st impor ’\’3 actorsiassociated with short-
‘*ng‘ner mortalities were

“Wisner et al. (1996) investigated
spo%ﬁ seatrout spawning frequency and egg
pilction held in photo-thermal culture
ystems regulated to simulate natural
spawning season. Female spotted seatrout on
average spawned once every 10.8 days and
consistently produced eggs over a 9-month
period between August and April.

Fishery-independent information on
availability of spotted seatrout in Louisiana is
collected as part of ongoing monitoring
surveys conducted by the Marine Fisheries
Division. Initial estimates of recruitment for
young-of-the-year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches
long are provided each summer and fall by
seine samples. The data are presented as
averages of catch per effort for the season.
Experimental gill nets are used to sample
older fish, with three mesh sizes of net being
used here as indices: 1-inch bar, 1.25-inch bar,
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and 1.5-inch bar mesh nets. Separate indices Gill net indices indicate effects of the

are used here for January through March and freeze of December, 1989, that reduced
May-June to examine variation during cool availability of spotted seatrout in the
and warm seasons. Spotted seatrout are following year (Figures 1.2 and 1.3).
distributed differently during these seasons, Abundance of the smaller sizes of fish, taken
with warm-season distributions being more in the 1-inch and 1.25-inch bar mesh nets,
strongly influenced by salinity (i.e. higher showed a strong rebound uring 1991

abundances are seen in higher salinities).
April and September are not considered in
either warm- or cool-season indices as these
are transition months, with highly variable
catch rates that are not indicative of the
adjacent seasons. Data for the entire warm
season (through August) or the fall months
(October-December) are not presented here

followed by an incfe in;the 1.5-inch bar

since that would not allow estimates of descgbe b;?ﬁ)nes (1984) was used to assess
abundance in 1997. the%ondxtmnyof tﬁ%"spotted seatrout stock in

Trouisiana. This €Iass<e§"sment technique uses
catc atage by %&é’%ry for a specified time
period3typically on'an annual basis, to provide
etlmatewgoﬁ JFeCriitment and fishing mortality
rates. YLhe process begins with the oldest age
group/and works backwards toward the time
whenjthe fish first entered the fishery. The
A7

prerequisites for this type of analysis include
anestimate of the fishing mortality rate for the
oldest age group, and an estimate of the

natural mortality rate at age which is usually

Unlike the case for red drum, where
fishery-independent estimates have§
historically been well correlated with
recreational harvest, seine or gill net samp es
do not seem to predict harvest off spotted
seatrout by  recreational sfiermen. P
Correlation with commercial harv %E%rvould bé
problematlc,,smce this harvestusfregulated b

do seem to'T erfo' as a measure,‘oﬁf&th .stock assumed to be constant for all ages.

immediately avaﬂable 1o, ﬁsherr}ﬁ"enimggsome £
cases. Some data¥ though *does notcorrelate Commercial and recreational catch
well with redreationals eSlmtat\gé The statistics providing a historic perspective of
gill neﬁ{é?ch/effort @May-June of the annual catch history are provided in
1988&for instance, is fear thé highest on Figures 1.4 and 1.5. Much of the increase in
re&gg However, recreigond harvest for the the proportion of spotted seatrout released by
as below the long-term average. anglers from 1987 to present (Figure 1.4) may
be attributed to the imposition of the

_, aniples indicated strong minimum size limit in that year,

98 jand 1995 (Figure 1.1). The

remaimderiof the annual indices are relatively As mentioned above, this type of
consistent, with no clear trend over time. assessment requires annual age specific catch

data. Annual catch at age estimates for this
assessment were calculated by use of a growth
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model coupled with length frequency and
annual catch data collected from the fishery.
The growth parameters used to calculate age
at length were taken from a Von Bertalanffy
growth model developed by Wieting (1989)
for male and female spotted seatrout collected
from Louisiana. The length frequency data
used were from two sources, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Marine
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey
(MRFSS) 1980-1996 and a 1986 and 1990-
1996 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) coastwide commercial
fishery survey (CFS). Annual recreational and
commercial catch data were obtained from the
MREFSS estimated catch (Type A and B1) and
NMFS Louisiana Landings database
respectively. Catch type A from the MRFSS

individual fish may have different growth
rates. The preferred method would be to
develop annual age-length keys to describe the
age distribution of the catch. The department
in 1994 initiated a system for production
ageing of spotted seatrout. At thls point three
years (1994-1996) of age data has been
collected. In order tduse an4a(:§ﬁ?ual age-length
key in an, assessm trledst two more years

are those fish actually observed by an ,
interviewer, and catch type B1 are those not-r'"f’? -

observed, but removed from the populatlon')’

Male and female spotted seatrout

exhibit significantly different growﬂl\rg%es as £o7
reported by Wieting (1989); therefore, the sy

sexes were treated separately:m the’ populat1gn
Due to st%gstl%all)&;ngmﬁcan

5f4-'sex-spec1ﬁc '_g ,wth rates

\ 7 !
onsie nsider sex\-‘g’pemﬁc
erfo llowmg growth

eé%%?%n, ‘the average incremental change in
length of fish at an actual observed age. There
are inaccuracies in using growth models to
predict a fish's age from its length, since

5

from‘izo skina s Finfish Monitoring Program

were sed from the program’s inception in
1986§"' On average M for male and female

‘were' %0.36 and 0.42 respectively. The VPA for

h cohort was run by using an M of 0.3 for
males and females in order to reduce the
possibility of overestimating the impact of
natural mortality on instantaneous total
mortality (Z) resulting from the analysis.

Each cohort beginning with 1981 was
analyzed in the VPA by assuming constant M
for all ages and a terminal fishing mortality
rate for ages 5 and older. In choosing a
terminal fishing mortality rate for a given M
we assumed that Z is constant beyond age 4.
Therefore, terminal fishing mortality rates for
ages 5 and above should not be greater than at
age 4, but should be approximately the same.
What results from the analysis is a terminal
fishing mortality rate by sex. The VPA was
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then run to provide estimates of number of
fish and mortality for each cohort at each age.

The results of the VPA were then used
to assess the fishery's impact on the spawning
stock. A maturity schedule was developed
based on analysis of the LDWF fishery-
independent finfish sampling program.
Maturity of female trout was based on
categorical analysis of gonads as to their stage
of maturity and activity. A length-based
nonlinear curve was fitted to the data, which
described the percent of the females at any
given length that were mature based on this
criterion. Annual spawning stock biomass
estimates were derived as the product of the
number at age, from the VPA, multiplied by
the estimated weight at age and the fractional

maturity derived from the maturity schedule. )

Wieting (1989), along with the prev1ously
descnbed growth equatlons were used to

. ‘rd‘xegtgéﬁ%med by dividing a cohort's
accumulated spawning stock biomass
resulting from fishing by that of an unfished
condition. The result is expressed as a

percentage and reflects the long term impact
of current fishing mortality on that cohort's
spawning potential (Figure 1.7).

Conservation Standard

Conservatlon standards are based on
one of a number of 1olog1 -measures of the
dynamics of fish stocks/&%t are intended to
prote.cﬁ:t/tl-‘i‘éwlablfiftﬂy?hf that stock for future
generatlons TheseStaridards have hlstoncally
been based onﬁf( dlﬂe\r‘%ntﬁm Sures _of ‘the

cs of fith s stocks, dependmg ot 0. X
ava%l&gle?‘{hlz needs of fisheryanc
resource"ﬁ Conservatlon standards should be
separated,, m%jtwo types: a conservation

threghol l\y‘h Y nt;rely biologically based,
candya conservation:tirget which considers

glcal measures%nodlﬁed by relevant

vrvatlon “thresholds™ are

. 1ntended dto | provide a biological baseline for

harv_est of a fish stock based on stock recruit
relationships, or other biological parameters

sﬁe%iﬁc to the stock, if possible. This baseline
>standard, below which the stock should not be

allowed to go, has been described as a
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also
been referred to as an “overfishing level”
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”,
management “targets” may be set, which
provide for other management goals in the
fishery. Such goals may be in terms of yield
in weight, yield in numbers of fish, catch rate
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment,
profit, or some other goal. These conservation
targets must be set at a fishing rate below the
“threshold” in order to ensure that the
biological integrity of the stock is not
compromised by fishing.
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Recently, use of a stock measure,
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or
spawning potential ratio (SPR) has become
widely used as a basis for the conservation
standard. This measure compares the either
the estimated female egg production ability, or
spawning biomass of the stock that survive
fishing, with the estimated egg production or
biomass of the . stock under unfished
conditions. The analySIS does not take into
account any density-dependent relationships
due to the changes in the size of the fished
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by
Gabriel ef al. (1984) and refined by Goodyear
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass
(or egg production) per recruit, below which
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future

Ideally, “threshold” levels shoge
evaluated from information on the.stock in
question.

often not avallable In such cases,flt has bee
recormnended\by Goodyearw‘ -, X

This standardﬁls alﬁ!r based-o eWOI'k o North
Atlannc groundﬁshenes(Gabnel‘*et al. 1984,
Ga%ngl 1985). A SSBR ofe3 5% has been
recommended for Spamsh@mackerel and 20%
for kmg mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A
SSBR of 8-13% has, been demonstrated to be
8 e t for Gulf vxgenhaden (Vaughan 1987).

“Mace and Sissenwine (1993)
examined 90 stocks of 27 species, and
recommended that 30% SPR be maintained
when there is no other basis for estimating the

However, the mformatxon

7

replacement level. That level is sufficient for
80% of the stocks considered by those
authors. They also noted that 30% may be
overly conservative for an "average" stock.
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks
they considered was 18.7% wh11e the most
resilient quarter of the stocky considered
required a maximdin Fm{q ®Ff 8.6% SPR.
Three-qua\rters 9ﬁ%«ﬁ%¥stocks required a

[oy. FQ 0. suggest that some
cksy, may halﬁyreduced levels of
'e& at leve]s of fishing that would not

feduce ’?yxeld Per recruit. The preferable
_zy}')osntlon&for‘ making recommendations on

appropnate levels of fishing for a stock is to
base/ jthose recommendations on actual
measures of spawmng stock and recruitment

for that species, in the same fishery. This

requires a base of information on that fishery
that requires monitoring of both the stock and
the fishery over a variety of conditions.
Without this information, inappropriate
conservation  standards may  either
underestimate or overestimate the potential of
the fishery. If the potential is underestimated,
society loses the economic and social benefits
of the harvest. If the potential is
overestimated, society also loses the benefits
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go
through some period of rebuilding, when
effort must be reduced from the
non-sustainable levels (Hilborn and Walters
1993). Some researchers have speculated that
over-harvest of some stocks may lead to their
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often
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less preferred stocks. The frequency of such department has adopted the following
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of conservation standard.
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem

may be difficult to ascertain, even after the For _spotted seatrout, fishing regulations
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred should not allow cumulative fishing mortality
over time in the Grand Banks area, where rates to reduce the spawning potential of a
prolonged, intense harvest of cod and haddock WMM

have been implicated in gradual increases in

skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD - 'Hus conservatlon:standard is designed
NEFSC 1993). to stablhze the sp \@}m otentlal ofa cohog
at ory above the .éncdlan ;gvel found in the

In prior analyses of the Louisiana 1980's where emstmg ewdence mdlcates that

spotted seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we
recommended a threshold SPR of 15% after
analysis of several years of available data. A
more recent reassessment of threshold SPR for
spotted seatrout by the department resulted in
amedian SPR of 18%. The change from 15%
to 18% was due to changes in the
methodology of the assessment, spe01ficallj
the use of an improved maturity schedule wi
additional data from Louisiana specime m}and
the incorporation of the method gﬁggd by

Gabriel (Gabriel ez al. 1984, Gabriel;19
estimate median SPR.

measures the 1mpact of current fishing
mortahty rates on the spawning stock is 21.7%
Wthh is above the conservation standard of
8% described above (Figure 1 .7). Estimated
#spawning biomass of females in 1986 is
higher than any other year in the assessment
(1980-1986) (Figure 1.8). If fishing mortality
or crments rates continue at current levels the spawning
methodology or**datﬁ%mat go\{«l%tvg! any stock should not be reduced below a level that
assessment#fSPR shouldibeised as an index would cause recruitment overfishing.
5 mgx'zarf»
of spawring potential m ux;m  changes over
time.£; ’

Total Allowable Harvest with Probable
Allocation Scenarios

: The th:eshold#spawmng potential
ae.{ed for spotf{ewd seatrout is 18% Fishing mortality may be either

ed SPR,@What this means is that we regulated directly, as through adjustable
1eTecisya possible risk of adversely quotas, etc., or indirectly as with size limits,
1mp ctingirecruitment if unweighted SPR is seasons, creel or possession limits, etc.
allowed to remain below 18%. In order to Indirect limits are intended either to protect a
avoid going below the threshold, the certain segment of the population from harvest

as by size limits, or to partially regulate
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fishing effort through restricting the ability of -
harvesters to capture the fish. The current
regulations of bag and size limits only
partially control or limit fishing effort.

Although current fishing mortality
rates provide a static SPR (21.7%), which is
above the threshold conservation standard of
18%, the department would recommend no
change in current regulations that would
increase fishing mortality. There are two
reasons that we base this recommendation.
One is the fact that fishing effort under current
regulations is only partially controlled and
may increase if more individuals enter the
fishery or if the individuals currently in the
fishery fish more. The second is the that the
current measure of static SPR is not that far
above the established threshold.

If fishing mortality rates incredse
under current regulations to a point th&f;ﬁle /
conservation standard is exceededa"(bclow
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Figures

Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Seine Samples
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Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Gill Net Samples
Jan-Mar

Indexed C/E

1986 1987’m1988 1989 1990 19981 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

I-1.0"bar < 1.5"bar @ 1.25 " bar

Figure 1.2.. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels from January through March of
each year. Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same
season, i.e. the long-term average equals 1.
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Catch-effort of Spotted Seatrout in Gill Net Samples
’ May-Jun

Indexed C/E
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Figure 1.3. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panel
Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean:for the m
the long-term average equals 1. "

the same season, i.e.

Louisiana's Recreational Catch of Spotted Seatrout
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Figure 1.4. Recreational catch, harvest and release of spotted seatrout in Louisiana, expressed
as numbers of fish. Data from NMFS Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey.
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Louisiana's Harvest of Spotted Seatrout
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Figure 1.6. Unweighted transitional SPR for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana, calculated

on annual basis.
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Figure 1.7. Static SPR by cohort for female spotted seat_rygﬁ't;"
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Figure 1.8. Trends in female spawning biomass for spotted seatrout in Louisiana, as estimated

from the VPA.
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Part 2 - SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS

2.1 Commercial Fishery

National Marine Fisheries Service
preliminary estimates of 1996 commercial
landings of spotted seatrout in Louisiana
totaled 774,474 pounds, worth $713,381 at
dockside, for an average price per pound of
$.921. While landings were up
approximately 116,000 pounds over 1995,
the price per pound declined $.03, resulting
in an increase in value of landings of
$87,368 compared to 1995. The 1996
average price was the lowest since the 1990
peak of $1.54 per pound.

Act 1316 mandated that certain income,
prior-year license, and fishery violation
requirements be met in order to purchase a

requirements, 186 individuals were 'issue
1996 Resident Spotted Seatrout Pe

The total la‘iﬁngs estlma e d1v1ded by the ¢
number‘gf%e %Q&Iders yleld%average
harvest of‘sﬁgiﬁ&,zgpunds worth*$a§5?§35*per
penmt holder ﬁ%l ﬁ

returns (from 1993, 19¢ 4 or 1995) provided
by pemmt apphcants, ‘certain information

€, enmt:holders was analyzed. It
benoted;that these figures are for
vearsenot 1996, and sixteen permit
holders s submitted three tax returns instead of
the mandated two, so they influenced the

results more than the other 170 individuals.

Usmthe two (or thrnor year tax

16

Of the 388 returns, 32.2% of the returns
indicated filing status as single, 64.4% as
married filing jointly, and 3.4% as head of
household. The average number of
exemptions claimed on all returns was 2.7.

Across all 388 tax returns, the’d ‘average total
income was $11 875();amthnaﬁvﬁedlan of
A $1

7.7%

S0 12.9%
50 12.9%
%85 21.9%
/ Y 68 17.5%
STN0D0 520000 40 10.3%
Dgosto00 27 7.0%
/5250001555000 25  6.4%
$50,001 (0 $75,000 6  1.5%
§75,001 10 $100,000 5  13%
> $100,000 2 _s%

Y Totals 388 100.0%*

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to
rounding.

Wages were earned by the applicant on 93
of the returns, with average wages earned (as
reported on W-2 Forms) of $12,102. Wages
earned by the spouse were reported on 45 of
the returns, at an average of $11,194. The
frequency distribution of wages for permit
holders and spouses is illustrated in Table
2.1.

Schedule C, reporting business income, was
included in 376 of the returns. Net self-
employment income from all businesses
(including fishing) as reported on Schedule C
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averaged $5,418, with a median of $4,947,
and a range of ($203,689) to $93,133.
Business income reported on the tax returns
displayed the following frequency
distribution:

Business Income - - # %
Less than $0 49 13.0%
$0 to $2,500 78 20.7%
$2,501 to $5,000 63 16.8%
- $5,001 to $10,000 97 25.8%
$10,001 to $15,000 53 14.1%
$15,001 to $20,000 16 4.3%
$20,001 to $25,000 11 2.9%
$25,001 to $50,000 8 21%
$50,001 to $75,000 0 -—
$75,001 to $100,000 1 3%
> $100,000 0 -
Totals 376  100.0%

2.2 Recreational Fishery

2.2.1 Participation in Recreational
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater ﬁshmg continues to
increase in popularity with Loflisiana
residents, as evidenGed byi $creasmg
saltwater license salesﬁby the Louisiana
Department of Wlldhfe ?and Fisheries
(LDW’?") Llcensedifresud ' “saltwater anglers
mcreased ﬁ'omc206 088 scal;aYear

990191 to 2997860 in FYA1995 96;%/
increase of 45.5%. Since remdents*younger
than lz6_years‘of age or over 59 years of age

30,
ar%xempt{from license requirements, these
figures areiles’”'-th the total number of
atery ; glers Using age
strauﬁed participation data from the 1991
w
Fishing, Hunting, and

iated Recreation (U.S.

,«ffﬁ’" Depar 'entﬁof the Interior, 1993b), an

estimated 34% of resident anglers are not
LaF e
required to purchase a fishing license.
qun%ining this estimate with the license sale
gures from above yields an estimated
resident participation level in saltwater
recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of
approximately 454,000. The Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales
from FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase
of approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91
level of 27,758. Non-residents younger than
16 years of age are exempt from licensing
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in 1991 (U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1993a) estimated that 26.7% of total
anglers in the east south-central and west
south-central states were younger than 16
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years of age. Combining this estimate with
the license sale figure yields an estimate of
approximately 63,000 non-resident saltwater
anglers in FY 1995-96. MRFSS estimated
approximately 80,000 non-resident saltwater
anglers in 1996. This estimate was based on
a small sample size and has a wide margin of
error.

2.2 Participants Targetin otted
Seatrout

Spotted seatrout and red drum have
historically been the two species of choice

for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data
in Table 2.2 indicate that over time a higher
percentage of anglers are targeting certain

20% for red drum
comparing averag' b 'he Aive year, period
from 1992~ 1996 yxelds preferegage hd
percentages of 36% an ’3%; {0l
seatrout and red drum, respectwely The
perég’gtage of surveyed aﬁf’gle'{s targeting red
qﬁ% exceeded the percentage targeting
spotted seatrout in 1_993 and 1996.

otted. Seatrgu];

Using data from three surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992, and 1994), characteristics of

anglers who identified spotted seatrout as
their primary target species were analyzed.

Parish of Residence

Based on the 1991 and 1993 surveys (Kelso
et al. 1992,1994), ‘1arge propﬁrhon of
spotted seatrout ax'f“ lers.feside in the
soutl}ga:tem part~of. ouwggga&a, as would beh
expecte ation, %Lnd access,to’

19.83%
9.44%
7.45%
7.36%
7.36%

Terreﬁ%nne 5.63%
St/Bernard 5.19%
4.85%
Calcasieu 4.24%
St. Charles 2.68%
Ascension 2.51%
44 other parishes 23.46%
Total 100.00%

Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license
holders, and therefore were primarily
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59
years of age. The frequency distribution of
anglers from these surveys who targeted
spotted seatrout is shown in Table 2.3, along
with the age distribution for all anglers from
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the U.S. Fish and Wildlife survey (U.S. Fishing Values and Attitudes

Department of the Interior, 1993b).
The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992) questioned respondents about

Income their general values and attitudes regarding
fishing. The combined results from the two

Spotted seatrout anglers from the 1991 and surveys are displayed in Tabl‘f!f:’lc4.

1993 surveys by Kelso, et al. (Kelso et al.

1992,1994) were more affluent than the The sugleyed sp%fted Redirout anglers agreed

general population of Louisiana. The 1993 that theygwere happierithe h ,»ore fish they .

median household income for Louisiana caught,?but that a tnp could

residents as reported in the Statistical evehif no fis

Abstract of the United States - 1995 (U.S. them%what type of fish they caugh : ‘gi;but they

Department of Commerce, 1995) was overwhehmngly stated that they,»hked to fish

$26,312. The median household income of whggégﬂlere ‘were several kinds of fish. Most

spotted seatrout anglers from the combined dld,xmhﬁwaﬁ%keep all the fish they caught,

1991 and 1993 surveys (Kelso et al. but?’nelther"dxd th eyausually give what they

1992,1994) fell in the $40,000-$44,999 e dlcatmg that for most eating

range. The frequency distribution of f their enjoyment from
household income from the combined
surveys of anglers targeting spotted seatrout

is shown below. £/ Opinionsifoward Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso
et3191991,1992) were also asked their
,o"plmons about several regulation and
“program strategies. The feelings of spotted
seatrout anglers toward management
alternatives in the 1990 and 1991 surveys are
illustrated in Table 2.5.

Household Income
< $10,000
$10,000 - $f?999

of respdndénts
£.4109%

$25.000 - $29‘9.9
$30,000 - $34,99
$35.,000 - $39:090
$40,000£544,999
$45.000 - $49.999
$50"6‘50 $54,999

Strong majorities of the spotted seatrout
anglers who responded to the survey either
supported or strongly supported minimum
v'7.64% size limits, creel limits, and stocking

£21000 - $59,999 5.09% largemouth bass, striped bass, and red drum.
W 25.18% Pluralities or slight majorities supported
100.00%* maximum size limits, restricted areas, closed
) seasons, gear prohibitions, prohibiting
* Percentages do not add to 100.00% due certain species in certain areas or times of the
to rounding. year, and voluntary catch and release

programs. Opinions were fairly balanced to
the ideas of slot limits, negative slot limits,
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and stocking grass carp. Pluralities of the
anglers opposed the prohibition of certain
types of bait and mandatory catch and release
programs.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso, et al. 1994),
anglers were asked whether they would
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or
3) regulations designed to provide more,
smaller fish. The question was asked
concerning four species: spotted seatrout, red
drum, black drum, and flounder. Responses
of spotted seatrout anglers are reported in
Table 2.6.

A majority of the anglers preferred current
regulations for all four species.

Approximately one-fourth stated that they
would prefer red drum to be managed for
more, smaller fish.

Expenditures of Spotted Seatrg;i
Anglers S

224

There is no “clean” method. oﬁattnbutmg

"1g values
_any anglers

to a’fmgler enjoyment (utlhty) of fishing trips,
AT £5
amdgifrom the actual %xpenence of catching
fish 1, are non-fish factors such as being in the
outdoors, boatmg;i{ampmg, being with
nd-

AERER R o
ﬁ;g;fde’%EK agly, etc. These activities
woul y-0n to some degree regardless of

the avéllablhty of certain species of fish, or
of fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be shifted
between activities. If an angler were forced

20

=l
spemeS'(MRF S8S), results in an estimated

to stop fishing, his or her recreational time
and dollars would likely be shifted to other
activities such as golf, sporting events,
hunting, etc.

Keeping these caveats in mmd one method
of valuing the contnbutlon ofrecreatlonal
ﬁshmg for spotted sea{rout {’the State’s

$133 rleflﬁ'o'n of annual expenditures by
anglers targeting spotted seatrout.

Whlle direct expenditures are one measure of
an activity’s contribution to the state’s .
economy, a measure of “willingness-to-pay”
would better measure the value society
places on that activity. The amount
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish
for spotted seatrout, minus their direct
expenditures, equals their “consumer
surplus” resulting from the activity of fishing
for spotted seatrout. Consumer surplus is the
amount that utility (pleasure or benefit
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s
direct expenditures. More research needs to
be undertaken to obtain accurate and updated
estimates of Louisiana anglers’ willingness

to pay.
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Tables

Table 2.1. Wages reported on submitted Federal income tax returns (2-3 years from
1993-1995) of spotted seatrout permit holders who qualified under Act 1316
provisions (Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 1997).

Wages Eamed By Applicant By Applicant By Spouse By,?té’pouse
(#ofReturns) ~ ‘(% of Returns) (# of Retuins) (% of Returns)
$0 295 76.0% g Y g

$1 to $2,500 26 6.7%
$2,501 to $5,000 18 4.6%
$5,001 to $10,000

$10,001 to $15,000
$15,001 to $20,000 8%
$20,001 to $25,000 4%
$25,001 to $50,000 8%
$50,001 to $75,000 4%
$75,001 to $100,000 4%
>$100,000 -
Totals 100.0%
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Table 2.2. Target species preferences of recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine

Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service 1981-

1996).
% Targeting % Indicating a % Targeting % Targeting
[ime Period No Species Target Species Spt. Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% 16%
1986-1990 29% 71% 40% 23;;?@
38% ; 30%

1991-1996  23% 77%

1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined &
Age Kelso et al. 1991,1992.1994) ¥
6-15 1%

16-17 .
18-24 15.0%
25-34 14.7%
35-44 18.5%
45-54 11.1%
55-64 6.0%
65+ 6.6%
100.0%

* Percenta
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Table 2.4. Attitudes and values of surveyed spotted seatrout anglers (Kelso et al. 1991,1992).

Statement Strongly | Disagree | Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 4% 13% 16% 43% 25%
A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 8% 16% 13% 16%
caught. :
A successful fishing trip is one during which 3% 14%
many fish are caught. &
1 would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 5% 16%:)”
smaller fish. % o
When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 14% 6%
catch a fish.
It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 11% 26% 5%
The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 32% 13%
trip. .
I'am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. 4 25% 9%
tre? |
I like to fish where there are several kinds of ﬁ§fy 51% 24%
to catch. A
I want to keep all the fish I catch. 12% 5%
I catch fish for sport and pleasure ratl{'gé’ri, 27% 10%
food. & AN\ [
I'am just 35% 26% 22% 8%
I usually give @ 46% 23% 9% 1%
I like to fish wh%'g;[elél 7% 28% 26% 24% 15%
catch a “trophy-fish!
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Table 2.5. Opinions of surveyed spotted seatrout anglers regarding management alternatives

(Kelso et al. 1991,1992).

releasing the fish above and below this range
(negative slot limit).

Regulation or Program Strongly | Oppose = | Neutral Support | Strongly
Oppose Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 2% 4% 5% 35% 54%

size limit). ,éff%

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 11%

size limit).

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 11%

but keeping the fish above and below this range

(slot limit).

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 10%

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of

limits).

fish you catch each day (creel limits or possessnon

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted /s 34% 16%
areas.
Having certain fishing areas closed during 37% 17%
the year (closed season).
29% 24%
20% 9%
33% 13%
37% 15%
A volu‘xﬁgy catch and re]easwewprgogmm 8% 14% 23% 37% 19%
%rﬁ?ndatory catch and release I;YIgram 18% 27% 23% 20% 12%
iStockmg Florida largemoﬁ(th bass in Louisiana. 2% 2% 19% 29% 49%
3% 2% 22% 32% 41%
14% 11% 46% 16% 12%
Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 2% 2% 15% 34% 48%
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Table 2.6. Percentage of responses of spotted seatrout anglers regarding preferred management
goals of size and catch limit regulations (Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish
Spotted Seatrout 6.8% 79.0% 14.2%
Red Drum 8.6% 65.1% 4@%?3%
Black Drum 13.1% 76.9% | m 0.0%
Flounder 12.0% D 6.0%

26
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1997 Report

Part II1

The Law Enforcemen%,xpen
in the Louisiana Spotted SeatroutsFi

sKish
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is designed
to gain compliance of Fish and Wildlife
regulations as enacted through legislative
and commission mandates. For performance
evaluation factors used to gauge overall
compliance the division totals citations
issued in a particular user group for a
specific violation and compares that figure to
the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of
consistency when comparing numbers,
citations are used throughout the evaluation.
Citations are not necessarily cases that have

been adjudicated through the court system, /55

rather they represent the simple non-
compliance as observed by Enforcement} 7
Agents through the initial issuance of: that
citation. All citation represented ll’}sthIS‘

evaluatlon have been ofﬁcmlly ﬁled in the

There has been a 57% decrease in
commercial fishery violations involving
Spotted Seatrout and Red Drum since the
implementation of Act 1316.

These types of violations include:
Selling Red Drum, Taking/Possessing Red
Drum or Spotted Seatrout illegally, Failing to
abide by the Spotted Seatrout Closure,
Taking Spotted Seatrout without permit and
Taking Undersize Spotted Seatrout
commercially. 4

» S
mgpoﬁed by tw‘(@vholesale/retaﬂ seafood

rum seizures were also reduced
by appr ox1mately 30% overall, however the
amount of Red Drum reported imported into
the, ‘State has increased. Several cases have

‘been made using the importation reporting

requirements to launder Louisiana caught
Red Drum. These type cases are difficult to
make and require many man hours. As much
time as possible is dedicated in detecting
these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating
to Spotted Trout and Red Drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a
general reduction of overall on-water
violations observed relating to Spotted
Seatrout and Red Drum. The commercial
figures may be partially biased by the overall
reduction in participants allowed in the
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.

1" Draft- Spotted Seatrout - July 31, 1997



However, the Enforcement Division
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where
under-reporting of Spotted Seatrout
purchases and sales are misrepresented to
circumvent the annual one million pound
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located
and seized in 96/97 than in any of the last ten
years. The seasonal fishing of gill nets and
night-time fishing prohibition has allowed
Enforcement Agents to closely monitor the
movement of nets on Louisiana waters.

Overall participation of fishers
involved in recreational and commercial
fisheries in contacting the Department to
report violations regarding illegal fishing has
increased and greatly assisted the Division in§
apprehending and deterring violators. ‘
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RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season
adopted by the
4 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each
:calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on
biological and technical data which indicates that
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except
during the time period from October fifteenth through the
third Monday in December when there shall be no count,
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp =zones will
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by

public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open
statewide at official sunrise (Zfﬁgggggff, 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if

biological and technical data indicate the need to do so
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part

ég;:) of, this resolution.
2y %Mﬁ//

Daniel Jz/édbinf Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission

-”Jr., Secretary
rtment of Wildlife &



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island
westward to the Texas State Line,
all to open at official sunrise Lzé%§&2£lz_, 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, December 14,
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described
in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m.,
April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the



closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to
do so or if enforcement problems develop.
Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each
calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on
biological and technical data which indicates that
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except
during the time period from October fifteenth through the
third Monday in December when there shall be no count,
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open
statewide at official sunrise AZ&%§7JT , 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part
of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise , 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Seaéon af official sunset Sunday, December 14,
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described
in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m.,
April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the



closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to
do so or if enforcement problems develop.
Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY | caR

13193

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERLES ")?kﬁp

9497

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) and
R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act which allows the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to
set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open seasons
each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise . 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 Fall
Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described in
R.S. 56:495.1 A. (2),which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. April
1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do so or if
enforcement problems develop.

Daniel J. Babin S JAmes/H. Jenkins,Jr.
Chairman Secretary



RESOLUTION 34-91

O A | $4=97
1997 Fall Inshore 8hrimp S8eason T .

adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each

calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on
biological and technical data which indicates that

marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white
shrimp is.loo (whole shrimp) count per pound, except
during the time period from October fifteenth through the
third Monday in December when there shall be no count,

and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will

average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp
Season by public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497,

to open statewide at official sunrise , 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14,
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1,
as described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain
open until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission
also grants authority to the Secretary of the Department

" of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if




biological and technical data indicate the need to do so

or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and

made a part of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman Secretary
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RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plagquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation

will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public

grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf oOutlet, and that this sacking
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on
September 3, 1997, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas
where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the

authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine

Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or
closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

o/ Yl

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and , LouisYana Department
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease,
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before
sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997.
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt.
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas
if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or
close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource

subsides.



6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open
until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such
action.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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\.' RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS8, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaguemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public
grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas
where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that thé notice of any opening, delaying or
closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease,
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before
sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997.
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt.
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas
if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or
close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell.in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to

reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource

subsides.



6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open
until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such
action. -

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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THEREFORE
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1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds C:S;éé;%é;‘——'
Adopted by the , i

- o ——

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

August, 1997 ‘
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds

and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the

available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaguemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation

will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public

grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas
where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the

authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended, and




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-~half hour
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or
closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel Babin
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Loui§iana Department
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries
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RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed

Grounds’, Bay Gar Hackberry Bay, and Sister Lake
Oyster Seed Reservations “Wot currently under sed>will
open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation
will remain closed for the 197/98 oyster season,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public
grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf OUtlet,0w~$>iJ\a*dukUngm

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas
where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour
after sunset on April 30, 1998, o~ms

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or
closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries
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TR e T ST DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
" Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under
the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hexreby
declares:

fhe Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease,
y Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and

2 f7ake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour
before sunrise September 3, 1997.

3 &. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997.
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt.
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

‘4 %. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas
if oyster mortalities are occurring,or to delay the season or close v
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5 x. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource
subsides.

Q’XZ The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open one-
half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open until
one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

‘T)Q. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such
action.

Daniel Babin
Chairman
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1997 Spring Shrimp Season
Zone 1

The shrimp season had a slow start in Zone 1. Very few shrimp were landed in
the first week of the season and the size was small (80-100 and 100+ count per
pound). As the season progressed catches began to improve, particularly in the lower
portions of the Zone. Size remained small throughout the season as continued
recruitment of brown shrimp was experienced until nearly the end of the season. The
largest sizes harvested near the end of the season were in the 40-50 count range, with
the majority still being 60-70 count.

Dealers submitted mixed reports, with some saying that landings were off as
much as 50%, while others reported landing nearly twice as much as last year. This
variability may be due to the concentrations of shrimp which seemed to be in the more
southeasterly portion of the Zone. Most fishermen did well if they put forth a consistent
effort. No big catches were reported, but catches were steady throughout the season
and prices paid to the fishermen were high. Opening day price on 80-100 count shrimp
was $.85, ending price was $1.00.

Zone 2

As in Zone 1, Zone 2 dealer reports were mixed. Preliminary landings figures
show that catches may be as much as 20-30% lower than last year. Fishermen
reported similar variations but overall they did well if they fished regularly. The only
portion of Zone 2 to have a very poor season was the Vermilion Bay area. From the
area around the Atchafalaya River west to Vermilion Bay, high river discharge virtually
eliminated the production of brown shrimp.

Shrimp remained small throughout the season in Zone 2. Most shrimp were 80-
100 count on opening day and soon fell to 100+ within a few days of the opening.
Continued recruitment kept the size small with the largest count being 50-60 near the
end of the season, although the majority were still 70-80 count.

High dockside prices helped to make this a fairly good season for fishermen in
Zone 2. Opening day price for 80-100 count was $.80. The highest price paid for 80-
100 count was $1.20, with the closing price being $1.00. Prices on all count sizes were
very high this year and fishermen were pleased. Dealers and processors did have
problems because of the high prices. Good seabob production early in the year and
small size throughout the season caused a glut of small shrimp in storage. With prices
holding up at the docks, dealers and processors found themselves paying high prices
for a shrimp which they could not move quickly.



Zone 3

Department data showed that there was almost twice the number of brown
shrimp as the average for the past 16 years. Unfortunately these shrimp were slow to
grow and on opening day the average count per pound was 150-180. Few dealers
were willing to buy these shrimp and those who did only paid $.20 per pound.
Approximately 75,000 pounds of large white shrimp were landed in the first two days of
the season with an estimated dockside value of $250,000.00. This was the only bright
spot in an otherwise dismal season for Zone 3. Near the end of the season the brown
shrimp were in the 100-120 count per pound range. Only during the last week of the
season were some 80-100 and 70-80 count shrimp landed. Price for 80-100 count was
$1.10 per pound when the season closed.

Overview

Although preliminary landings data will not be available until the end of August,
from all indications the spring season will probably be classified as poor based on the
pounds and size of shrimp landed. From the standpoint of the commercial fishermen, it
might be classified good due to the prices paid at the dock and the money they earned
for their catch. From the processing standpoint, it will probably be classified as poor
based on the size of the shrimp processed and the poor market demand.
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-JULY

REGION I
TOTAL CASES-100 A.&RE ES-2
39-Boating
14-Angling W/O A License
3-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident
38-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License
1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
, 2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. on wMA
1-Resisting An Officer
1-Littering
1-Refuse/Misrepresent Booking Information
ATI
1 undersized black bass
T L OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGI :
39-Boating 1-Littering
56-Sport Fishing

4-Misc.
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REGION 2
TOTAL CASES-90
40-Boating
19-Angle Without A License
1-Angle Without A Non-Resident License
18-Fish Without Resident Pole License
1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
1-Taking Over limit Black Bass

1-Hunting With An ATV On A Public Road

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On W_.A.

4-Exceed General Speeding Law-Vehicle
2-Littering
CONFISCATIONS:

1 resident fishing license, 36 black bass

EACH R ION 2;
40-Boating 2-Littering
40-Sports Fishing 15-Public Assistance

8-Other
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REGION 3
T A -154 W.A.&RE ES-
65-Boating
52-Angle W/O License In Possession
7-Angle W/O Non-Resident License In Possession
1-Angle W/O Cane Pole License
5-Take Illegal Undersize Black Bass
1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regulations
2-Take Alligator Closed Season
2-DWI-Vehicle
2-Reckless Operation Of Motor Vehicle
7-Criminal Trespass On State Property
2-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
1-Operate ATV On Public Road
6-Littering
1-Passing In No Passing Zone
CONFISCATIONS:
10 black bass, 2 basic resident license
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:
65-Boating
65-Sport Fishing

1-Commercial Fishing
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I TD
2-Reptile and Amphibian
15-Other

6-Littering

1-Public Assistance
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REGION 4
L ES- A ES-

57-Boating

11-Angling W/O A License

15-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

9-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.

1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

1-Use Illegal Mesh Nets

2-Take Or Possess Undersize Commercial Fish

1-Take Or Possess Spotted Fawn

CONFISCATIONS:
3 hoop nets with leads, 98 crappie, 12 freshwater drum, 160 yards of 2 inch seine.

TAL OF EA TEGORY FOR RE 4;
57-Boating
37-Sport Fishing
4-Commercial Fishing

1-wildlife
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TAL ES-2 &RE
153-Boating
36-Angling W/O A Resident License
12-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
3-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
2-Angling W/O A Saltwater License
1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp
1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally
1-Fail To Have Fish Intact
5-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum
6-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Possess Over limit Of Spotted Sea Trout
3-Take Or Possess Over limit Black Drum
4-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish
1-Fail To Comply With Charter Boat Regs.
1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species
3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
2-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings
1-Destroy Legal Crabs Traps on Removing Contents
1-Set Crab Traps In Navigation Channels

2-Possess Or Sell Undersize Crabs

ES-64
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1 D
1-Trawling In Closed Season
11-Not Abiding By Rules Or Regs. On Refuge
8-Littering
7-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries
1-Hunt Squirrels Closed Season
7-Taking Or Possessing Alligator Closed Season
2-Possession Of Live Alligator W/O Permit
2-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.
2-Criminal Trespass
1-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
CONFISCATIONS:
5 outboard motors, 3 alligators, 32 black drum, 14 red drum, 8 red snapper, 12 king
mackerel, 28 spotted sea trout, 10 lbs. Of shrimp, 11 bream, 32 boxes of crabs-3200 Ibs. ,

1 bream trap, 5 grey squirrels, 2 rifles, marijuana, 2-16 foot trawls, 1-15 foot alum-weld

boat.

AL TEGORY FOR REGI :
153-Boating 13-W.A. Rules 9-alligator
76-Sport Fishing 8-Littering

11-Commercial Fishing 10-Other

. 1-Hunting
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REGION 6
AL ES-237 A ES-22
145-Boating
45-Angling W/O A Resident License
2-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
6-Fishing W/O A Resident Pole License
1-Take/Possess Over Limit Of Freshwater Gamefish
25-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
2-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data
1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On Refuges
1-Use Wildlife Management Areas Without Licensé Or Stamp
1-Resisting An Officer
1-Possession Of Marijuana
3-DWI
2-Littering
1-Theft
1-Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season
CONFISCATIONS:
67 black bass, 5 black drum, 14 dozen of crabs, 1 pack of cigarette wrappers, 1 bag of

green, leafy vegetable material, 1 doe deer, 197 crappie, 1 ice chest, 1 Coors Lite can.
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REGION 6 CONT’D,
TOTAL QE. EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6;
145-Boating 2-Littering
81-Sport Fishing
1-Commercial Fishing

2-W.A. Regs.

6-Other
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REGION 7
TOTAL CASES-259 W.A.&RE ES-2
152-Boating
70-Fish Without Resident Recreational License
5-Fish Without Non-Resident Recreational License
11-Fish Without Cane Pole License
1-Allow Another To Use License
10-DWI
10-No Wake Zone
CONFISCATIONS:
none.
T F EACH CATEGOR R ION 7;
152-Boating
87-Sport Fishing

20-Other
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REGION 8
TOTAL CASES-223 A.&RE ES-27
57-Boating
56-Angle W/O A Basic License
7-Angle W/O Saltwater License
1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp As Per 56:13
6-Possess Over The Limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27"
4-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum
2-Take/Possess Undersized Speckled Trout
10-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum
1-Possess Over The Limit Of Speckled Trout
2-Take/Possess Over Thg Limit Of Black Drum
1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. For Commercial Finfish
6-Take Or Sell Commercial Species W/O Commercial License
6-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. For Finfish
7-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
7-Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
2-Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman
2-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
3-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel
3-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1-Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester’s License
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RE d))

5-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Fail To Report Fisheries Data

4-Fail To Have Written Permission

1-Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

5-Unlawfully Take Oysters From A Private Lease

6-Take Oysters-Closed Season

1-Take Alligators W/O A License

1-Take/Possess Alligators In Closed Season

1-Illegal Possession Of Alligator Eggs Or Skins

1-Possession Of Live Alligators W/O A Permit
10-Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

3-Take Federally controlled Fish In Closed Season

ATI

99 red drum, 49 speckled trout, 32 »red snapper, 10 white trout, 8 sac-au-lait, 1,045 lbs.
Of crabs, 175 sacks of oysters, 55 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $49.50, 52 black drum, 9
croakers, 71 flounder, 3 perch, 1 bass, 760 catfish, 2 alligator, 2 ice chests, 3 boats,

assorted drug paraphernalia.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8:
57-Boating 26-Oysters
95-Sport Fishing 4-Alligator

41-Commercial Fishing
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HRIMP A TY REPORT
REGION 8
JULY 1997

COMPLAINTS
1. Zone 2 was closed most of the month. Portions of Zone 1 closed, but some remained

open. No complaints were received regarding illegal gear or closed season activity.

PATROLS

1. Regular patrols by boat have been continued. Several cases were made on shrimpers
who were not properly licensed. Most shrimpers checked were in compliance. Shrimp
effort was down due to lack of shrimp and closed waters. Our enforcement plane was
down for almost the entire month due to prop problems, which hurt our ability to patrol

outlying areas.

INQUIRIES

1. We received numerous inquires for TED information, which were referred to the LSU

Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent Gerald Horst.

2. We received numerous calls regarding the shrimp season openings and closings. As
usual there was much confusion due to parts of Zone 1 being left open. Many of these

calls required up to 5 minutes of explanation. We received a normal amount of calls
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regarding bait trawls and other gear questions. There were also numerous calls regarding
the change back to 1-1 1/4" mesh for fall season
3 Citations were issued to shrimpers this month
2-No Commercial License
1-No Vessel License
1-No Gear License

~ Seized 33 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $49.50



Page (15)
REGION 9
T L CASES-307
136-Boating
47-Angling W/O A License
1-Angling W/O License Non-Resident
4-Fish W/O Resident Pole License
1-Use Gear W/O Rec. Gear License
6-Angling W/O Saltwater License
3-Angling W/O Non-Resident Saltwater License
4-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp
2-Possess Over limit Of Undersize Freshwater Gamefish
13-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
5-Take Undersize Red Drum
4-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout
3-Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Possess Over limit Of Black Drum
1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Red Snapper
1-Transport W/O Required License
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License
6-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
4-Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

8-Possess Crabs In Berry Stage
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REGION 9 CONT’D,

2-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear
1-Use Illegal Length Mesh Nets, Freshwater (gill nets)
7-Possess Undersize Commercial Hard Crabs

3-Sell Undersize Commercial Hard Crabs

1-Fail To Comply With Shark Permit and Report Rules
1-Take Commercial Fish Without Vessel License
4-Trawling In Closed Season Inside Waters
2-Trawling Inside Waters With Oversized Double Rigs Over 25 ft.
11-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

2-Use Four Trawls In Two Trawl Area

1-Violate Shrimp Provisions

3-Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area

3-Fail To Cull Oysters Improper Location

2-Hlegal Possession Of Marijuana

2-DWI

4-Littering

3-Obstruction Of Justice

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Misrepresent Booking Information
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REGION 9 CONT’D,
1 TI
25 sacks of oysters, 166 catfish released, 118 Ibs. Of catfish sold for $53.10, i804 catfish,
133 berry crabs, 18 speckled trout, 14 black drum, 40 black bass, 17 red drum, 1 bass, 1
shark, 1700 lbs. Of crabs, 4 red snapper, 3 boats, 1 motor, 2 butterfly nets, 14 skimmer
nets, 6 trawls, 2 crab traps, 1 fish pan, 2 ice chests, 1 package of marijuana, 2 marijuana
cigarettes, 1 pack of cigarette paper, 1 pack of cigarettes, 1 beer can, 7 drum containers,
1 commercial license, 2 commercial gear licenses, 1 copy of commercial gear license.
TAL EA ATEGORY FOR 1

136-Boating
95-Sport Fishing
37-Commercial Fishing
20-Trawling

6-Oysters

9-Other

4-Littering
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S.W.E.P,

90 HOURS RUNNING TIME
134 BOATS CHECKED

AL -
8-Boating
1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.
1-No Commercial License In Possession
4-Take Commercial Fish Rod and Reel License
4-No Commercial License While Rod and Reel In Use
1-Possession Of Boat Without Serial Number
CONFISCATIONS:
$81.00 flounder sold, $573.00 for black drum sold.
TOTAL ATEGORY FOR P:
9-Boating

10-Commercial Fishing
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R FOR

TOTAL CASES-51

2-Boating |

3-No Written Permission To Fish Oyster Lease

7-Harvester Log Book Not Filled Out By Harvester

3-No Vessel Tarp To Cover Oysters

8-Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

6-Take Oysters During Closed Season From State Seed Grounds
6-Theft Of Oysters From Private Lease

1-Failure To Tag Oysters Prior To Removal From Fishing Vessel
1-Taking Oysters Without Harvester License

1-Failure To Refrigerate Oysters In A Timely Manner

4-Take Oysters Without Vessel License

1-Take Oysters Without Gear License

1-Use Crab Trap Without Required Markings

3-Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Possess Undersize Red Drum

1-Take Crabs Without Recreational Crab Trap License
2-Angling Without A Basic License

CONFISCATIONS:

266 sacks of oysters, 6 crab traps, 6 black drum, 1 red drum.
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TA TEGORY FOR QYSTER STRIKE FORCE;
2-Boating

49-Commercial Fishing
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FOOD I IGATI IT
TAL -4

14-Boating

6-Angling W/O A Basic License

2-Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1-Over limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27 inches
5-Fail To Have Fish Intact

5-Over limit Of Spotted Sea Trout

1-Possession Over limit Of Black Drum

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession
3-On Vessel W/O Commercial License While Commercial Rod AND Reel In Use
1-No Commercial Gear License

1-No Transport License

1-Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman
1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Fail To Report Commercial Fish Data
1-Take/Possess Black Drum Without Permit

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Flight From An Officer
CONFISCATIONS:

102 black drum sold for $573.00, 3 pages of fishing license, 1 commercial license, 83 lbs.

Of trout filets, 71 flounders, 32 bull black drum, 70 Ibs. Of black drum, 15 Ibs. red drum
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T L H CATEGORY FOR SE D INVE TIVE ;
14-Boating

8-Sport Fishing

22-Commercial Fishing

2-Other
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STATEWIDE STRIKE FORCE

T ASES- s

60-Boating

8-Angling Without A Basic License

7-Angling Without A License Non-Resident

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. Of Commission
1-Contest Fraud

3-Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout
5-Possession Over limit Of Sea Trout

1-On Vessel Without Commercial License

3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
4-Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

1-Failure To Mark Crab Containers

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear
1-Improperly Riding On Dock Or Gunwales

5-BUI

2-Littering
CONFISCATIONS:
96 berry crabs, 14 speckled trout, 4 bowfin, 4 red snapper, 120 Ibs. Of speckled trout, 11

king mackerel, 12 fresh water drum, 1-165 foot seine.
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TOT ACH E PECIAL IKE
60-Boating
28-Sp.ort Fishing
20-Commercial Fishing
5-BUI

2-Littering
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TAL & RE ES- 161
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ENFORCE T CASE T- 7

REGION I
TOTA - A.&RE ES-2
39-Boating
14-Angling W/O A License
3-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident
38-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License
1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
, 2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. on wMA
1-Resisting An Officer
1-Littering
1-Refuse/Misrepresent Booking Information

CONFISCATIONS:

1 undersized black bass
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REGION 2
TOTAL CASES-90
40-Boating
19-Angle Without A License
1-Angle Without A Non-Resident License
18-Fish Without Resident Pole License
1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
1-Taking Over limit Black Bass

1-Hunting With An ATV On A Public Road

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On W_.A.

4-Exceed General Speeding Law-Vehicle
2-Littering
CONFISCATIONS:

1 resident fishing license, 36 black bass

T E Y 2;
40-Boating /2_-Littering
40-Sports Fishing 15-Public Assistance

8-Other

ES-
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REGION 3

TOTAL ES-154 -

65-Boating
52-Angle W/O License In Possession

7-Angle W/O Non-Resident License In Possession
1-Angle W/O Cane Pole License
5-Take Illegal Undersize Black Bass
1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regulations
2-Take Alligator Closed Season
2-DWI-Vehicle
2-Reckless Operation Of Motor Vehicle
7-Criminal Trespass On State Property
2-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
1-Operate ATV On Public Road
6-Littering
1-Passing In No Passing Zone
CONFISCATIONS:

10 black bass, 2 basic resident license

T L OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGI :

65-Boating

65-Sport Fishing

1-Commercial Fishing

A&

ES-
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REGION 3 CONT’D.

2-Reptile and Amphibian 1-Public Assistance
15-Other

6-Littering
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REGION 4

T ES- W.A.&REFUGES-5
57-Boating
11-Angling W/O A License
15-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
9-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License
2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.
1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally
1-Use Illegal Mesh Nets
2-Take Or Possess Undersize Commercial Fish
1-Take Or Possess Spotted Fawn
CONFISCATIONS;

3 hoop nets with leads, 98 crappie, 12 freshwater drum, 160 yards of 2 inch seine.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:
57-Boating
37-Sport Fishing

4-Commercial Fishing

1-Wildlife
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REGION 5
TOTAL -2 A ES-64
153-Boating
36-Angling W/O A Resident License
12-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
3-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
2-Angling W/O A Saltwater License
1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp
1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally
1-Fail To Have Fish Intact
5-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum
6-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Possess Over limit Of Spotted Sea Trout
3-Take Or Possess Over limit Black Drum
4-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish
1-Fail To Comply With Charter Boat Regs.
1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species
3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
2-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings
1-Destroy Legal Crabs Traps on Removing Contents
1-Set Crab Traps In Navigation Channels

2-Possess Or Sell Undersize Crabs
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1 NT’D.

1-Trawling In Closed Season

11-Not Abiding By Rules Or Regs. On Refuge

8-Littering
7-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Hunt Squirrels Closed Season

7-Taking Or Possessing Alligator Closed Season

2-Possession Of Live Alligator W/O Permit

2-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

2-Criminal Trespass

1-1llegal Possession Of Marijuana
CONFISCATIONS:
S outboard motors, 3 alligators, 32 black drum, 14 red drum, 8 red snapper, 12 king
mackerel, 28 spotted s;aa trout, 10 1bs. Of shrimp, 11 bream, 32 boxes of crabs-3200 lbs. ,

1 bream trap, 5 grey squirrels, 2 rifles, marijuana, 2-16 foot trawls, 1-15 foot alum-weld

boat.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5:
153-Boating 13-W.A. Rules 9-alligator
76-Sport Fishing 8-Littering

11-Commercial Fishing

. 1~Hunting
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REGION 6
L ES-237 A.&RE ES-22
145-Boating
45-Angling W/O A Resident License
2-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
6-Fishing W/O A Resident Pole License
1-Take/Possess Over Limit Of Freshwater Gamefish
25-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
2-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data
1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On Refuges
1-Use Wildlife Management Areas Without License Or Stamp
1-Resisting An Officer -

1-Possession Of Marijuana

1-Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season
CONFISCATIONS:
67 black bass, 5 black drum, 14 dozen of crabs, 1 pack of cigarette wrappers, 1 bag of

green, leafy vegetable material, 1 doe deer, 197 crappie, 1 ice chest, 1 Coors Lite can.



145-Boating

81-Sport Fishing
1-Commercial Fishing
2-W_.A. Regs.

6-Other
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AL -2 A.&RE ES-2
152-Boating
70-Fish Without Resident Recreational License
5-Fish Without Non;Resident Recreational License
11-Fish Without Cane Pole License

1-Allow Another To Use License

J-No Wake Zone
NFISCATI :
none.
L OF EACH RY FOR REGION 7;

152-Boating
87-Sport Fishing

20-Other
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REGION 8
TOTAL CASES-223 Ww.
57-Boating
56-Angle W/O A Basic License
7-Angle W/O Saltwater License
1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp As Per 56:13
6-Possess Over The Limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27"
4-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum
2-Take/Possess Undersized Speckled Trout
10-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum
1-Possess Over The Limit Of Speckled Trout
2-Take/Possess Over The Limit Of Black Drum
1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. For Commercial Finfish
6-Take Or Sell Commercial Species W/O Commercial License
6-Not Abiding By kules And Regs. For Finfish
7-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
7-Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
2-Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman
2-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
3-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel
3-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1-Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester’s License

RE

ES-27
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RE TD
5-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs
1-Fail To Report Fisheries Data
4-Fail To Have Written Permission
1-Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms
5-Unlawfully Take Oysters From A Private Lease
6-Take Oysters-Closed Season
'l-Take Alligators W/O A License
1-Take/Possess Alligators In Closed Season
1-1llegal Possession Of Alligator Eggs Or Skins
1-Possession Of Live Alligators W/O A Permit
10-Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9
3-Take Federally controlled Fish In Closed Season
CONFISCATIONS:
99 red drum, 49 speckled trout, 32 'red snapper, 10 white trout, 8 sac-au-iait, 1,045 Ibs.
Of crabs, 175 sacks of oysters, 55 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $49.50, 52 black drum, 9
croakers, 71 flounder, 3 perch, 1 bass, 760 catfish, 2 alligator, 2 ice chests, 3 boats,

assorted drug paraphernalia.

T LOFE ATEGORY FOR REGI :
57-Boating 26-Oysters
95-Sport Fishing 4-Alligator

41-Commercial Fishing
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IM ITY REPOR
REGION 8
JULY 1997

COMPLAINTS
1. Zone 2 was closed most of the month. Portions of Zone 1 closed, but some remained

open. No complaints were received regarding illegal gear or closed season activity.

PATROLS

1. Regular patrols by boat have been continued. Several cases were made on shrimpers
who were not properly licensed. Most shrimpers checked were in compliance. Shrimp
effort was down due to lack of shrimp and closed waters. Our enforcement plane was
down for almost the entire month due to prop problems, which hurt our ability to patrol

outlying areas.

INQUIRIES

1. We received numerous inquires for TED information, which were referred to the LSU

Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent Gerald Horst.

2. We received numerous calls regarding the shrimp season openings and closings. As
usual there was much confusion due to parts of Zone 1 being left open. Many of these

calls required up to 5 minutes of explanation. We received a normal amount of calls
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regarding bait trawls and other gear questions. There were also numerous calls regarding
the change back to 1-1 1/4" mesh for fall season
3 Citations were issued to shrimpers this month
2-No Commercial License
1-No Vessel License
1-No Gear License

Seized 33 lbs. Of shrimp sold for $49.50
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REGJON 9
TOT -307 W.A.&REFUGES-10
136-Boating

47-Angling W/O A License

1-Angling W/O License Non-Resident

4-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Rec. Gear License

6-Angling W/O Saltwater License

3-Angling W/O Non-Resident Saltwater License

4-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp

2-Possess Over limit Of Undersize Freshwater Gamefish
13-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5-Take Undersize Red Drum

4-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout

3-Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Possess Over limit Of Black Drum

1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Red Snapper

1-Transport W/O Required License

1-Take Commercial Fish W/OQ Commercial License

6-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

4-Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

8-Possess Crabs In Berry Stage
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NT’D

2-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings
1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear
1-Use Illegal Length Mesh Nets, Freshwater (gill nets)
7-Possess Undersize Commercial Hard Crabs
3-Sell Undersize Commercial Hard Crabs
1-Fail To Comply With Shark Permit and Report Rules
1-Take Commercial Fish Without Vessel License
4-Trawling In Closed Season Inside Waters
2-Trawling Inside Waters With Oversized Double Rigs Over 25 ft.
11-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

2-Use Four Trawls In Two Trawl Area

1-Violate Shrimp Provisions

3-Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area

3-Fail To Cull Oysters Improper Location

ossession Of Marijuana

3-Obstruction Of Justice
1-Flight From An Officer

1-Misrepresent Booking Information



25 sacks of oysters, 166 catfish released, 118 Ibs. Of catfish sold for $53.i0, i804 catfish,
133 berry crabs, 18 speckled trout, 14 black drum, 40 black bass, 17 red drum, 1 bass, 1
shark, 1700 lbs. Of crabs, 4 red snapper, 3 boats, 1 motor, 2 butterfly nets, 14 skimmer
nets, 6 trawls, 2 crab traps, 1 fish pan, 2 ice chests, 1 package of marijuana, 2 marijuana
cigarettes, 1 pack of cigarette paper, 1 pack of cigarettes, 1 beer can, 7 drum containers,
1 commercial license, 2 commercial gear licenses, 1 copy of commercial gear license.
TAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9:

136-Boating
95-Sport Fishing
37-Commercial Fishing
20-Trawling

6-Oysters

9-Other

4-Littering
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SW.E.P,

90 HOURS RUNNING TIME

134 BOATS CHECKED

TOTAL CASES-

8-Boating

1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

1-No Commercial License In Possession

4-Take Commercial Fish Rod and Reel License

4-No Commercial License While Rod and Reel In Use

1-Possession Of Boat Without Serial Number

CONFISCATIONS:

/
$81.00 flounder sold, $573.00 for black drum sold.
T L OF H TEGORY FOR SWEP:
9-Boating

10-Commercial Fishing
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Y KE E
TOTAL CASES-51
2-Boating

3-No Written Permission To Fish Oyster Lease

7-Harvester Log Book Not Filled Out By Harvester

3-No Vessel Tarp To Cover Oysters

8-Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

6-Take Oysters During Closed Season From State Seed Grounds
6-Theft Of Oysters From Private Lease

1-Failure To Tag Oysters Prior To Removal From Fishing Vessel
1-Taking Oysters Without Harvester License

1-Failure To Refrigerate Oysters In A Timely Manner

4-Take Oysters Without Vessel License

1-Take Oysters Without Gear License

1-Use Crab Trap Without Required Markings

3-Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Possess Undersize Red Drum

1-Take Crabs Without Recreational Crab Trap License
2-Angling Without A Basic License
CONFISCATIONS:

266 sacks of oysters, 6 crab traps, 6 black drum, 1 red drum.
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T L EA RY FOR TRIKE FORCE:
2-Boating

49-Commercial Fishing
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EA D TIGATI
T ASES-4
14-Boating

6-Angling W/O A Basic License

2-Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1-Over limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27 inches

5-Fail To Have Fish Intact

5-Over limit Of Spotted Sea Trout

1-Possession Over limit Of Black Drum

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

3-On Vessel W/O Commercial License While Commercial Rod AND Reel In Use
1-No Commercial Gear License

1-No Transport License

1-Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Fail To Report Commercial Fish Data

1-Take/Possess Black Drum Without Permit

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Flight From An Officer
CONFISCATIONS:

102 black drum sold for $573.00, 3 pages of fishing license, 1 commercial license, 83 lbs.

Of trout filets, 71 flounders, 32 bull black drum, 70 Ibs. Of black drum, 15 lbs. red drum
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E D A ’D.
L H CATEGORY FOR SEA D I TIGAT
14-Boating |
8-Sport Fishing
22-Commercial Fishing

2-Other
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TA IDE STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL CASES-115 »
{
60-Boating

8-Angling Without A Basic License
7-Angling Without A License Non-Resident
3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. Of Commission
1-Contest Fraud
3-Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout
5-Possession Over limit Of Sea Trout
1-On Vessel Without Commercial License
3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
4-Possess Crabs In Berry Stage
1-Failure To Mark Crab Containers
1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1-Improperly Riding On Dock Or Gunwales

96 berry crabs, 14 speckled trout, 4 bowfin, 4 red snapper, 120 lbs. Of speckled trout, 11

king mackerel, 12 fresh water drum, 1-165 foot seine.
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H YF ECIAL STRIKE FORCE:
60-Boating
28-Sport Fishing

20-Commercial Fishing
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TOTAL CASES -1981

T L RE ES- 1



ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT
JULY, 1987

185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 70365
HrS. - 1705

Enforcement Hours - 38.3
Other Divisions - 11.0

Total Plane Use - 49.3 Hrs.

210
Hrs.

- 9467Y
- 31.8



Sunday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10

I

12

13

14

19

16

17

13

19

20

21

22

23

24

20

26

27

23

29

30

Sl




SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

AUGUST-97

SEPT-97

NOV-97

)

RULE - Black Bass, Atchafalaya Basin Complex

RULE - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement

RULE - Non-Resident Duck Stamp Fee

RULE - Black Bass Regulations, Daily Take & S8ize
Limits, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir

RULE - Waddill wildlife Refuge

RULE - 1998 Turkey Hunting

RULE - Oyster Lease Moratorium for New Acreage

RULE - Daily Take, Possession & S8ize Limits Set by
commission, Reef Fish



ENF_5210

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION

RESTITUTION ASSESSED
PAYMENTS
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS
' OVERPAYMENTS
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS
: APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE
Ty REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD.
AR ‘RETURNED CHECKS
. .. MISC. ADJUSTMENTS
: ‘DEBITS
CREDITS
REASSESSMENTS
- .DEBITS
o  CREDITS
i+  WRITE-OFFS
© ' ' .ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN
! ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS
. FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT

]
L
'' ** TOTAL OUTSTANDING

PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT
AMOUNT PAID TO COLLECTOR
FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

07/01/1997 TO 07/31/1997

CURRENT MONTH

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE

DATE: 1-AUG-1997

INCEPTION TO DATE

07/01/1997 TO 07/31/1997 07/31/1997
# CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT
10 $2,811.71 10 $2,811.71 3,387 $2,262,394.07
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 133 $3,325.00
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 331 $269,865.45-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 148 $71,951.21
10 $2,811.71 10 $2,811.71 3,387 $2,067,804.83
8 $1,584.67- 8 $1,584.67- 2,196 .$340,176.97-
5 $823.11- 5 $823.11- 1,481 $167,684.61~
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 92 $1,613.27
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 37 $7.150.51
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $18,449.45-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $10,601.49
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $78,254.09
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $36.75
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2 $35.00
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 13 $10.22-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $6,532.69
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 52 $33,593.61-
1 $0.02- 1 $0.02- 206 $112,914.44-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 6 $1,399.24-~
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $58.90-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 21 $22,867.51-
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00
964  $1,474,873.68
1 $20.00 1 $20.00 56 $11,040.67
$5.00 $5.00 $2,760.16
0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $0.00 *

"y

)

Lo BTN



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

ENF_521U

. AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES
H. ' . VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00
1 -, 30 DAYS 1 $49.50
31 - 60 DAYS 9 $1,956.70
61 - 90 DAYS 13 $10,309.85
91 - 120 DAYS S - $5,796.60
121 -~ 150 DAYS 2 $528.00
151 - 180 DAYS - 8 $17,547.05
181 - 365 DAYS - 78 $51,724.35
OVER ONE YEAR 172 $154,665.97
OVER TWO YEARS 121 $109,463.76
OVER THREE YEARS : 76 $45,558.22
$397,600.00

** TOTAL’ AGING 485

CAN NOT BE
1 - 30

31 - 60
61 - 90
91 - 120
121 - 150
151 - 180
181 - 365
CASES SENT

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES

INVOICED

DAYS

DAYS

DAYS

DAYS

DAYS

DAYS

DAYS

FOR COLLECTION

OVER 1 YEAR PENDING
OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER)

** TOTAL AGING

843

964

DATE: 1-AUG-1997

$125.52
$1,742.55
$7,711.32
$6,263.33
$7,422.78
$8,692.91
$7,297.05
$22,057.29
$159,818.42
$0.00
$1,253,742.51

$1,474,873.68



MONTHLY CIVIL. RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES

AMOUNT

CREDIT FOR NO.CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS  Percent

ASSESSED  ASSESSED SALE GOODS

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94

July, 1993 25
Aug., 1993 53
Sept., 1993 42
Oct., 1993 49
Nov., 1993 57
Dec., 1993 53
Jan,, 1994 38
Feb., 1994 68
Mar, 1994 38
April, 1994 14
May, 1994 10
June, 1994 29
Total FY 1994 476

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

July, 1994 17
Aug., 1994 41
Sept,, 1994 k2]
Oct, 1994 94
Nov., 1994 43
Dec., 1994 68
Jan,, 1995 55
Feb., 1993 70
Mar., 1995 31
Apr, 1995 13
May., 1995 23
June 1995 45
Towal FY 1998 534

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

July, 1995 [¢]
Aug., 1995 46
Sept, 1995 1
Oct,, 1995 122
Nov., 1995 55
Dec., 199% 50
Jan, 1996 49
Feb., 1996 50
Mar., 1996 33
Apr., 1996 10
May., 1996 23
Junc 1996 50
Total FY 1996 509

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

hly, 1996 40
Aug., 199 32
Sept., 1996 41
Oct, 1996 29
Nov., 1996 20
Dec., 1996 13
Jan,, 1997 27
Feb., 1997 47
Mar., 1997 26
Apr., 1997 10
May., 1997 20
June 1997 5
Total FY 1997 310

FICAL YEAR 1997 - 98

July, 1997 10
Avg., 1997
Sept., 1997
Oct, 1997
Nov., 1997
Dec., 1997
lan., 1998
Feb., 1998
Mar,, 1998
Apr., 1998
May., 1998
June 1998

Total FY 1998 10

21,039
44922
137,635
21,471
31,207
13,777
18,918
38,131
22739
44732
4,504
26,167

425,242

2,127
96,403
14,614
17,426

103,592
31,400
27,601
61,119
25,072
15,353
11,632
31,008

437,347

0
17,425
125
206,244
23,124
18,607
13,815
14117
24,937
11,007
7,989
22,151

360,141

71,894
5,363
7,210

11,093

10,009

238,466

11,755

18,521

13,434
2,909

11,683
8037

410,373

2,812

2,812

©.778)

1,137
(17,938)
(11,282)
(13,260)

(8.238)
(2.482)
(1,404)

(165)
(2,986)

(68,670)

(335)
(3,035)
(14,002)
8.677)

(26,049)

(15,296)

(15,296)

PAID

374

357

8

8

PAID

4,855
7,950
6,783
3,285
3,053
6,507
4423
9,124
10,854
7,307
5,447
1,886

71,474

2,101
1,010
2,596
2,922
3,992
4315
7,493
6,472
8,315
3,565
4315
2,630

49,726

9,028
3,093
2,720

10,151
4,781
5,297
5,778
6,035
7173
3,942
2,790

60,787

5,250
6,255
2,260
3,698
1,625
5877
4,393
8,580
5,000
2,323
5,199
2335

52,794

1,585

1,585

Percent
TAKEN  Dollars Paid Cascs Paid

2,545
3,603
3,048
1.519
2,845
6,713
2,831
5,003
6,796
4,632
3,808
1,214
27.5%

45,547 79.6%

1,437
605
2,342
3,179
2,803
2,329
4921
3,973
4,737
1,538
654
1,025
18.1%

29,543 70.0%

1,729
2,049
1,161
6,383
2,303
3,473
3417
3,422
2,712
2,020
1,182

30,356 253%  70.1%

2,948
3,784
1,327
2,262
698
2122
2,377
5,553
2,758
1,299
1,399
765
27,290

19.5% 92.9%

823

823 85.6% 80.0%



Louis?ana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins Jr. CONTACT
Secretary RS 504/765-2923
97-185a 8/4/97

AUGUST COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA REVISED

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next regular meeting,
scheduled for 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 7, 1997. The public meeting is scheduled to convene at Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, in Baton Rouge.

The revised agenda follows.

.-Psb)t\.)r—t

L

O 00 ~J O

17.
18.
19.

Roll call.

Approval of minutes of July 8, 1997, Commission meeting.

Declaration of Emergency: non-resident fishing license fees.

Declaration of Emergency: either sex-hunting in Caldwell, Franklin and portions of
Catahoula and Concordia parishes.

Declaration of Emergency: set 1997-98 hunting season dates for dove, snipe, rail,
woodcock, gallinules and teal.

Declaration of Emergency: set pheasant hunting season dates.

Announcement of tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, coots and geese.
Public comments: 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons proposals.

Rule ratification: black bass regulations — Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde
complex.

Rule ratification: Toledo Bend Reservoir reciprocal agreement.

Commission report to Legislature on red drum and spotted seatrout.

Declaration of Emergency: set 1997 fall shrimp season.

Declaration of Emergency: set oyster season.

Report on 1997 spring shrimp season.

Enforcement and Aviation reports/July.

Division reports:

a. CITES report.

Set December 1997 meeting date.

Public comments.

Adjourn. -30-



August 4, 1997
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

A
AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETI;Ej

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for : s , at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, ILA.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Roll cCall
Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

Declaration of Emergency - Non-Resident Fishing License
Fees

Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates

Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for
Ducks, Coots & Geese

Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hﬁnting Season
Proposals

Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal
Agreement

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season
Declaration of Emergéncy - Set Oyster Season

Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

Division Reports
a. CITES Report

Set December 1997 Meeting Date
Public Comments

Adjourn



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins Jr. CONTACT
Secretary 504/765-2923
97-185 8/1/97

AUGUST COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULED
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday,
Aug. 7, 1997, at 10 a.m. The meeting is scheduled to convene at Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, in Baton Rouge.
The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1. Roll call.

2. Approval of minutes of July 8, 1997, Commission meeting.

3. Declaration of Emergency: either sex-hunting in Caldwell, Franklin and portions of
Catahoula and Concordia parishes. |

4. Declaration of Emergency: set 1997-98 hunting season dates for dove, snipe, rail,
woodcock, gallinules and teal.

5. Declaration of Emergency: set pheasant hunting season dates.

6. Announcement of tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, coots and
geese.

. Public comments: 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons proposals.

8. Rule ratification: black bass regulations — Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde
complex.

9. Rule ratification: Toledo Bend Reservoir reciprocal agreement.

10.  Commission report to Legislature on red drum and spotted seatrout.

11.  Declaration of Emergency: set 1998 fall shrimp season.

12.  Declaration of Emergency: set oyster season.

13.  Report on 1997 spring shrimp season.

14.  Enforcement and Aviation reports/July.

15.  Division reports:
a. CITES report.

16.  Set December 1997 meeting date.

17.  Public comments.

18.  Adjourn. -30-



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jx.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

August 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman & Members of Commission

FROM: Susan Hawkinsé>&g§6by\ %Jétod’éanko

SUBJECT: Red Drum & Spotted Seatrout Reports

The attached reports correspond to agenda item #10 for the
upcoming August 7 Commission Meeting. If additional information is
needed, please let me know.

sch

Attachments

An Equal Opportunity Emp]oyer



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, J=.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 S
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

July 30, 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Hunting Regulations Committee
FROM: Susan Hawkins25L£Sd%\

SUBJECT: Committee Meeting

Committee Chairman Perry Gisclair has called a meeting of the
Hunting Regulations Committee for Thursday, August 7, 1997 at 8:30
A.M. in the Fourth Floor Conference Room. The meeting is to
discuss the various hunting season dates, bag limits, etc. that
will be presented during the regular Commission Meeting.

Please let us know if you will not be attending. Thank you.
sch
cc: Daniel Babin

James Jenkins, Jr.

Johnnie Tarver
Hugh Bateman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



July 29, 1997

NEWS RELEASE //i;%27
APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING /

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for s - o a , at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

Roll cCall
Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates

Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for
Ducks, Coots & Geese

Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya
Basin~Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal
Agreement

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season
Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

Division Reports
a. CITES Report

Set December 1997 Meeting Date
Public Comments

Adjourn



James H. Jenlzin5f Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Govemor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

July 29, 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commissj
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secret

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10300 A.M.

d August 997, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife

and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, ILA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

4. Declaration of Emergency = Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates

6. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for
Ducks, Coots & Geese

7. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

8. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

An Equa] Opportunity Employet



Page 2
Commission Meeting

July 29, 1997
9. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal
Agreement
10. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout
11. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season
12. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season
13. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season
WINTON VIDRINE
l4. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July
15. Division Reports
a. CITES Report
16. Set December 1997 Meeting Date
17. Public Comments
JHJ :sch
C: Clyde Kimball

Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



To: Danny Babin

Fax #: 504-563-4202

Subject:  August Commission Meeting
Date: July 29, 1997

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Please review the attached and call me. Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-3000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



, 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.
n u t 997, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell,
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

4, Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates

6. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for

Ducks, Coots & Geese

7. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals
QFFICE OF FISHERIES
8. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya

Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex



Page 2
Commission Meeting
, 1997

9. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal
Agreement

10. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted
Seatrout

11. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season
12. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

13. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season

WINTON VIDRINE

14. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

15. Division Reports - Cikeo ?ﬂbfu>~)L

16. Set December 1997 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

JHJ :sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



Rice, Carolyn

From: Calais, Paula

Sent: Tuesday, July 08, 1997 1:53 PM

To: Couvillion, Ronald Greeson, Cathy; Lamendola, Craig

Cc: Puckett, Don; Rice, Carolyn; Bateman, Hugh; Scallan Fran; Foote, Karen; Kees, Wynnette;
Johnson Kathy, Soniat, Lyle; Bowman, Philip

Subject: Commission Meeting Agenda August 7, 1997

Please send to Susan Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have for the Thursday,

August 7th Commission meeting.

L,)V

¥ y g
¢ § 94 4
g ’g:’«
A

‘ é Page 1



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, J=.

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
July 21, 1997
MEMORANDUM
TO: Johnnie Tarver, Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife

FROM: Hugh Bateman, Administrator, WildlifeADivision iW

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda, August 7, 1997

August Commission meeting agenda items:

1. Declaration of Emergency, set 1997-98 dates for dove, snipe, rail, woodcock, gallinule,
and September teal hunting seasons - Mike Olinde

2. Declaration of Emergency, set dates for pheasant hunting season - Mike Olinde
3. Announce tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, geese, and coots - Robert
Helm

4. Public Hearing, 1998 Spring turkey hunting season proposals.

Johnnie, we can discuss our waterfowl (ducks and goose) season dates next week if you
want to? The Commission Chairman had suggested that they (Hunting Regulations Committee)
might want to discuss dates also. I need to let him know what we will be recommending. Time

is running short to do this.

HAB:sd

cc: Tommy Prickett D A R
Dave Morrison Lu |l_-=; f\k_y
Mike Olinde
Robert Helm m2i

e T emDLIFE

3 -y
«ouv) Lawiisi

An Equal Opportunity Emplayer



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(6504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries idential Assistant

FROM: James H. Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan

Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have

for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton

Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000

Quail Drive. This meetlng will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th.

o ve or the e ase re e and

- indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to

’ the agenda that requires commission action after we have published
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
- cooperation!

JHJ/sch

IIQLLN/ \2LAA4<&¢~/ <

cc: Commissioners .
Don Puckett &M g_, _m-w VAAS Chr
Winton Vidrine CAMAAAATAL
Hugh Bateman o : /CiT‘)
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote MM AM '
Wynnette Kees R Prabd
Karl Turner ) dik€~¢;z;HA N B%gbﬁk
Lyle Soniat D Lt A A&iziaaf%flyov

Phil Bowman Basm - WW“}D 0 le W



James H. Jenkins, Jx. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(604)765-2800

July 7, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-office of

Fisheries and idential Assistant
FROM: James H. "

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Jr., Secretary

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000
Quail Drive. This meetlng w111 begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th.

o o ve a he age t e and
indicate so on the bottom of thlS memo. We cannot add anything to
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

cooperation! ,fif

cc: Commissioners mﬂ\ DATE:
NG

Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman

C’OM/);;SS!O'\ "’f"’"',r 'f / ;5/(_{o~rk PR FV-& Jr%j
ga/m» S5 6 rwoﬂ'——fo /‘7 J/aft.,_m o‘r\gfm.sm

F:,Z( pportunity Employer
4 ogsm%””z
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary,Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wi ife, Assistant Secretary-0Office of
Fisheries an(g idential Assistant

FROM: James H. ' Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th.

o] o not have i o h enda as etu e and
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation! »
JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman

An Equal Opportunity Emp]oyer
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jx.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
July 7, 1897
MEMORANDUM
TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-

Office of Wil
Fisheries ‘

ife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
idential Assistant

FROM: James H. Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th.

ou_do not ve anythi o] e end ease_re and
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners _ Aé;g%/
Don Puckett

Winton Vvidrine

Hugh Bateman .

Bennie Fontenot (:i/ﬂZﬂ&4;7 .
Karen Foote

Wynnette Kees

Karl Turner

Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Covernor
' Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries idential Assistant

FROM: James H. Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda -~ August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th.

ou_do not have thi o) he end lease tur emo and
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vvidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



August 2, 1997

Mr. Joseph P. Cormier
LWFC
Lafayette, La.

Dear Mr. Cormier,

DHH has issued "Mercury Advisories" for some La. water-
bodies in which certain fish species have mercury levels of
.5 ppm or greater. In those areas, pregnant women, breast-
feeding women and children under seven years old are advised
to reduce their consumption of the affected fish species to
levels considered safe by DHH. Because mercury levels
increase with age and size of fish, DHH also urges as a
general precaution that people "eat the smaller fish and
avoid eating the larger fish."

Although the test for mercury is done on tissue from
groups of different length fish, the final number in ppm
mercury used to decide whether to issue an advisory is from a
mixture of all length classes. If this average is .5 ppm
mercury or greater, an advisory is issued for the waterbody
the fish came from.

A problem arises by using the average ppm mercury as the
determinant for advisory status. This is because in the
great majority of cases, the higher levels of mercury in the
larger fish are "brought down" by the lower levels in the
smaller fish to give an average below the advisory level. Yet
an angler’s catch in this "non-advisory" area might consist
mostly of large fish whose mercury level is .5 ppm or greater
(above the advisory level) and he or she will be unaware of
the situation.

However, three factors exist which diminish the effects
of the above problem. The first is that in all areas of the
state, most people who catch fish to eat prefer smaller fish.
The second is that most fishermen are more likely to catch
smaller fish. The third is that in most of the state, no DWF
regulations exist to tell people what size fish they are
allowed to harvest.

But the thousands of bass fishermen who now fish the
areas affected by Hurricane Andrew, as well as the thousands
who fish Toledo Bend, are presently deprived of harvesting
smaller, safer fish due to a 14 in. minimum length limit on
black bass in those areas. In addition, a regulation has also
been proposed by DWF that would establish a 10 in. minimum
length limit on sac-a-lait in Toledo Bend from March through
November. All fish, including sac-a-lait, contain mercury to
some degree, and the acceptance of this minimum length
proposal by DWF would simply once again prohibit La. anglers
from the opportunity of harvesting and eating the safest
possible fish.



The reason given by DWF for the minimums on Toledo Bend
for bass and sac-a-lait is so Louisiana’s regulations will
conform with those of Texas. The reason given for
establishing the 14 in. minimum in the areas affected by
Hurricane Andrew was to replenish the bass population. That
was accomplished over three years ago, and the minimum should
now be removed.

You will soon decide if La. fishermen in the areas with
minimum length limits must continue with their present
choices of harvesting fish with high mercury levels or no
fish at all. Or will they be allowed to do as the rest of the
states’ fishermen are allowed to do, and eat the smaller,
safer fish.

Your commission has been open to public and scientific
comment on the issue for the last three months. On August 7,
you will meet in Baton Rouge to take more public comment on
the question. You will have the information to make a
reasoned, deliberative decision. You will have the
opportunity by your decision to signal DWF it is ill-advised
to take chances with the health of La. <citizens. You have
the responsibility to decide what is best for all in the long
run. Please vote for the people.

incerely Yours

Danny Brabham
16378 Pailette
Prairieville, La.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED

"TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
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NAME

ADDRESS

A seick dog Qb S fiand ¢
’)0‘17([

N AN
2919 Sevrs Sovramcon Cow, LA 70737
193 Gmeed Wﬂ bonl L 70737
12409 /f// ‘sou ﬂfz’ . /ﬁ 0731
e 5. Auah bovass (£798)
yﬁﬁd_&ﬁa@,&_m@( DBIT7
Y07 W' S St itpmmgy 2T
/40 16 m Jm.@/,gf Unond 3.

$2/5- ﬂ/"

sy Hug 7%%»«3( 101
/4313 plgrre [t LA

f.@“” D'O\'L(m Tmmw.lle/La.
8120 Div2 RE Praivieglle, Lo
Y1203 Mas St bnzalsy 2. 75737
3/?/\»0 Sty s 0/446 gt
A 766%10767))
2foot /41 b2/ Goveppes Lo ;o>f

No81.4 'My Mmﬂ ﬁ M 707




THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED

'TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME - ADDRESS
0L | w4403 EA Dedoune. fi). STAMANGAA, 707741
02. YsUYE (50l "O//,Icc &f/—/‘fm—%éﬁ(
03. 4/ S Q»,‘L‘A" (8 feohwod £- %_;‘r;cu:‘//g Lo 26767
| 04. 5. 315 Bper dga Corpnnss 1.
IOk, 14 _C e L235¢ Az fpEn AL, W_,/#
A% W524 Tamn:s o A Mpsit-de 70774

o7, m,, 7 ) Z577 (e, A stlloctL 70779
L P57 G Foniee G st Lauard 2o 2077F

M@W '- b ¥ o707
(2090 Ond] Kd 7737

/3L W// /4 o777
/3/%/ m/ /é//‘a/ﬁ
L2091 mw/Z/' 70257
ﬁmzfé/ 7027)
L)) Bemex Lryo, Ao .
12523 Pocent Bd 70737
13103 Margie St 70737
Lavrel Red fAIVANf

70754

16418 _Charle; Goeles zzg Pruiienin




THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED

"TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

0L ﬂfmh AOML

NAME

02. ////oz;/&d{. ' %v
v/

03./&{%‘#5% Z 2 ’ﬁ B

04

05. c§ Sz}

06. J%&»mwﬁ, )]
07. 1704 101y W
ALY

ADDRESS

540 We A/(’a),@éf 5/ /7;}13,415&«707?'7
Sy ngg‘,g 74, Spwzales L 207>
- _/f/ . KV}

—
',7%&:4,4/741
R332 G s _Catamatrr 70935

14205~ [VagTes _Plotssn XY %«;&;{d’

/3087 Hurg 73 ,&:gwh/ Ta. 70734

ﬁ;r,/s’df/ e 7 %J/n\m?f'

103+ flaerviy st hmint, A

7025y

3214 (o Joan $ Geseac A 1073

12281 ALy Dc. Gooiswpr Ca. 70734 .
1204 Jpispes Louzades doT0757
£O Lo 25 Z)wyz (5315, (;} 2,778
13192 Poprind £D (ontiiss 0037
V5542 flrig T3/ [ Lottt 77
J4s1s” //jy Y3/ CS ot Ly
(e s Lot S€ oob- |,
5096 7 whide ok Dol /Si, KA 7079

19458 Blaun D Gowzargs L. 70137

(025 fars A e ba
Hettowatho Bzt S pant
| / 70777+



THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
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" THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED

TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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- THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED

TO THE 14" S1 IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

D_L%hh m«/ %207 TAM AL2es Q&A«ib’ﬁ aA*
0% '

(404 7B Y Dia PLESS/ S feovotutn
(507 fi Jq,wooi ,A\It. aan ln,

ub 4/54&‘/6%&}.&@@{@

/)@@4 7 /—g;/ﬂc/l - r#

-

09, W 4/ S 2 [fAa

GLLT— ¢ 2’&/ K/

,[Q_J:Z.{.__&&&_L/{__JD__‘.Z/ 072
94 %0 o tble Bl (5/4%.#*//

. 542 4
u AWV a 0 e
s : 1+,

1 :_r? g 20769

. ‘Qh——b : R ‘ ‘ ' )A_,
16,/ 13235 Diwhee bo. Gropaes, ta. 207
17. m %@/(ﬁr ' 1735 & puerspé gui. Gore~C%, S5
18. //{C"ﬁ W I Bizz  Mmbeer S7 (arlaes

19. /")'é;/;/ zﬂ%/L (3990 Dyt oy 5 %z/é//éfé
ZO/%/%JA—% 417 (ke O) A




THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
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Mr.

. August 1, 1997

Joseph B. Cormier

Commissioner, LWFC

Dear Mr. Cormier,

This thursday, you will be asked to decide whether or

not to continue the 14 in. minimum length limit on black bass
in the areas affected by hurricane andrew in 1992. I believe
I can best describe why the regulation should be ended by
using a chronology of relevant facts/events.

1.

August, 1992 - Hurricane Andrew killed many bass in the
Atchafalaya Spillway area.

Sept., 1992 - Bennie Fontenot told me that LDWF would not
ask for any regs to aid the recovery, that the spillway
would recover on its own and that they were not going to
"stock-pile fish for another hurricane to kill.

Oct., 1992 - LDWF asked for a 14 in. minimum length limit
for bass in the spillway area to help the population
recover, which LWFC granted.

June, 1993 - SB 870 was passed which repealed a provision
granting exception to the creel limit for certain fishing
tournaments. (weigh in slot limit bass)

1994 - LDWF began conducting surveys of fishermen at the
landings asking them if they wanted the 14 in. minimum
continued. It was pointed out to LDWF that these surveys
were subjective and therefore capable of being
manipulated.

March, 1995 - Bennie Fontenot told Warren Sheets "It
looks like y’all won’t have to worry about the 14 in.
minimum in the spillway much longer. The mercury
problem’s going to kill it.

March, 1995 - Bennie Fontenot, Arthur Williams and
possibly other LDWF personnel met with members of the
"Black Bass Advisory Council", a non-chartered group of
mostly tournament fishermen headed by Ernie Gammon and
thrown together to give credence to LDWFs’ push to
continue the 14 in. regulation after it had accomplished
its original purpose. Warren Sheets and I asked to
attend the meeting, but were not allowed to do so.




10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

March, 1995 - shortly after LDWFs’ meeting with the Black
Bass Advisory Council, it was announced that LDWF would
ask the commission to continue the 14 in. in the
spillway.

April, 1995 -Many people were catching over 100 bass per
day in the spillway, but having to release them all or
nearly all because they were under the minimum.

April, 1995 - LDWF asked the commission to continue the
the 14 in. min. in the spillway for two more years
because they said the landing surveys showed people
wanted them to and they wanted to do additional research.
LWFC assented.

March, 1997 - LDWF held a series of meeting in Baton
Rouge, -Morgan City, and Lafayette to tell why they were
going to ask the commission to extend the 14 in. reg
"indefinitely". At many of the meetings, LDWF were the
only personnel there as no notice appeared in the papers
about some of the meetings.

March, 1997 - Warren Sheets and 1 requested the data from
DEQ they used to calculate mercury levels in fish and
what level determines that an area waterbody be labeled
an advisory area. We were told that the averge of the
length classes of the various fish species was used to
determine advisory status. Since people are only allowed
to eat bass over 14 in. long in the spillway, we
calculated the averages only for the bass length classes
of 14 in. and above and found that most of the areas in
the spillway using that method were actually advisory
areas. We checked our data with deq and they said our
calculations were correct.

March, 1997 - 1 had a chance to speak with Governor
Foster on a radio show about our findings. He asked me to
forward our data to him for review, which I did.

April, 1997 - LWFC accepted for public comment LDWFs’
proposal to continue "indefinitely" the 14 in. reg. in
the spillway. They also accepted for public comment

the proposal to establish a 10 in. minimum on sac-a-lait
in Toledo Bend for part of the year.

May 18, 1997 - I made an offer to provide $5,000 each for
2 polls to verify if fishermen want the 14 in min. reg.
on spillway bass continued and the 10 in. minimum reg. on
toledo bend sac-a-lait for part of of the year to be

-established. I never even heard a reply from LDWF.



16. May, 1997 - I was told and later confirmed the fact that
Terry Melancon, president of the La. Wildlife Federation,
while at a landing in the spillway, saw LDWF survey
takers ignoring boats with ice chests in them. In
addition, -he also had an ice chest in his boat, and was
only surveyed when he confronted the the surveyor and
demanded that his responses be recorded.

17. July, 1997 - It was announced in the advocate that a bill
has been approved which will allow tournament fishermen
in certain tournaments to take exception to the creel
limits.(weigh in slot-1limit bass)

It should be apparent from the above facts that the
inland fisheries division of LDWF has an agenda of its own as
far as its management of the bass fishery in some areas of
the state. And much of that agenda is to satisfy the demands
of the tournament fishermen. LDWF has the natural tendancy

of any bureaucratic agency to expand and perpetuate
itself. Beyond that, it seems to be blindly committed to
expanding the Florida Largemouth Bass gene pool in La. waters
to an unrealistic'degree. The Same polls that revealed La.
fishermen wanted’ ldwf to stock florida bass also revealed
"they (91%) wanted,xo catch bass to eat. 1In areas where

minimum length 11m1ts exist, if DEQ continues to average
the mercury levels:in :fish from all fish rather-than just .
harvestable fish, it w111 appear to~be compremising the
-health of lou1s1ana'c1t1zens

If the valueiis! averaged from harvestable fish and DHH
raises the value of the'mercury advisory determinant number
'to more than .5 ppm,'that will also be con31dered a
compromise..

. It will also be considered a compromise [} DHH says

"There are enough? safe—guards built into the system to allow
- for that", because’safe-guards are built in to allow for un-
for-seen events, ‘such ‘as people ignorant of the mercury
problem eating- too-.many fish and even mistakes in
establishing the mercury -guidelines. They should not be
established to allow for something as easily preventable as
changing a fishery regulation.

But the most serious compromise would be to allow LDWF to
continue to allow people to harvest only the larger fish, of
.any species, when there ‘are plenty of smaller, safer fish and
that is the size the people prefer to eat anyway.



Enclosed is a petition with the names of people in the
Gonzales area who want the 14 in. minimum removed from the
spillway. About half were collected in the Riverside Barber
Shop where the barbers got tired of hearing all the
complaints about the minimum and decided to do something
about it. The others were left at various business
establishments for 5 working days. The surface hasn’t been
touched yet.

Please vote for the people on August 8.

Sincerely Yours,

Danny BrAbham



SIERRA CLUB LOUISIANA OFFICE

850 North 5th St., Suite 103, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
phone (504) 383-7900 e fax (504) 383-7905 e email se-la.field@sierraclub.org

July 30, 1997 '

Dear Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. and Members of the La. Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission:
Mr. Glynn Carver, Mr. Perry Gisclair, Mr. Tom Gattle, Mr. Joseph Cormier, Mr. Jerald
Hanchey, Mr. Daniel Babin, Mr. Norman McCall

The Sierra Club is very conccrned that the public be fully informed about mercury contamination
in Louisiana’s fish. In addition, we believe all state agencies involved in Louisiana’s mercury
program should work to their utmost to educate the people who might consume
mercury-contaminated fish, and protect their welfare to the greatest extent possible.

We believe that extending the 14 inch minimum size limit on black bass in the Atchafalaya
Basin/Verret-Palourde Complex fails to consider the fact that bass in these areas have exhibited
high levels of mercury, and that fish greater than 14 inches tend to have the highest levels of
mercury. '

The Sierra Club would like to propose instead:

*a 10 fish creel limit'on'black bass; norminimum size, and- v ooy L3ty = ipeue

‘nio more than 5 black bass keptbe over 14inches. = "0 oo oy e eT meen e 0
Although Dr. Jimmy Guidry, in his-lctter to thé Commission of May 28,.1997, has basically
stated that fish.consumption advisories will protect people’s health regardless of the size of fish,
it is well known that larger fish have higher levels of mercury. LDHH literature advises people
to eat smaller fish as a way of avoiding high levels of mercury. In addition, LDHH has no
information to document whether people are aware of consumptxon adwsorles and are l:mltmg
their consumptlon ‘

The 14 inch minimur’n’size limit will force fishers to eat the most contaminated fish. - That would
be contradictory and riot the bést-protection for the people of Lousidna. People who are unaware
of mercury advisories may eat more contaminated fish than reccommended. Eliminating the '
minimum size will'allow:fishers to keep-the smaller fish, which are also safer to eat because they
have:less mercury contamination, no matter-how many-times;a month people eat them.
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mailto:se-la.field@sierraclub.org

Please recognize the problem of mercury contamination in fish by adjusting the daily take
regulations in the Atchafalaya Basin/Verret-Palourde Complex.

Sincerely,

Pawna_ Wl

Maura Wood
Sierra Club Mercury Campaign

cc: Jimmy Guidry, Assistant Secretary, La. Office of Public Health
Emelise Cormier, La. Dept. of Environmental Quality
Gary Tilyou, La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Randy Lanctot, Louisiana Wildlife Federation
Dr. Barry Kohl, Louisiana Audubon Council



10275 SIEGEN LANE

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

PETITION

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the
Alchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.
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